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Nez Perce National Forest 

Land and Resource Management Plan 

Amendment No. 35  
Amendment to Appendix A for the Newsome Creek Watershed 

The purpose of this amendment is to allow road improvement, road decommissioning and 
watershed improvement activities to be implemented in the Newsome Creek watershed as 
long as an upward trend is indicated.    

AMENDMENT  
Site-specific – Appendix-A. This amendment allows aquatic improvement activities with an 
upward trend. 

PLAN AMENDMENT  
 
This amendment changes, the Forest Plan Appendix-A footnote language for Upper Newsome 
Creek, Mule Creek, Beaver Creek and Lower Newsome Creek that reads in part as follows: 

 “* Management-derived sediment which could affect fish habitat will not be allowed until 
monitoring indicates habitat has recovered to planned levels.”  (Forest Plan A-7)  

 
The proposed aquatic improvement activities would produce sediment in the short-term that could 
affect fish habitat. Restoration activities, however, are designed to result in an upward trend in 
watershed condition over time. Therefore, in order to enter into the above named prescription 
watersheds to improve and decommission roads and implement aquatic improvement activities, 
an amendment is needed. 
 
This Forest Plan amendment replaces Appendix-A footnote language for Upper Newsome 
Creek, Mule Creek, Beaver Creek and Lower Newsome Creek to allow concurrent activities.   
 
The following text would be added: 

“ 6/ Aquatic conditions in these watersheds have been determined to fall below levels 
needed to meet fish/water quality objectives.  Management-derived sediment can occur 
concurrently with aquatic improvements in these watersheds as long as an upward trend 
in habitat carrying capacity is indicated.  Upward trend is indicated using multiple sources 
of information including stream surveys, monitoring data, predictive modeling, literature 
reviews and/or professional judgment.  It is not specifically required that an upward trend 
be demonstrated through monitoring prior to initiation of management activities.” 
 

ANALYSIS OF FACTORS 

TIMING 
This amendment is effective until end of Newsome Creek Watershed Rehabilitation 
project implementation (est. 2015) and would apply to other projects until the Forest Plan 
is revised. The Nez Perce National Forest is in the process of forest plan revision, with 
completion of the revision process planned for 2007.  The temporal scope of the 
amendment is therefore limited. 
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LOCATION AND SIZE 

This Forest Plan amendment directly affects four identified prescription watersheds. 
These 4 prescription watersheds encompass approximately 21,000 acres (50% of the 
Newsome Creek Watershed, 0.94% of the Forest).   

 
Table D-1: Amendment- First : Watershed information 

Watershed Name Watershed 
(acres) 

% of Project Area 
(acres) % of Forest 

Upper Newsome Creek 6,275 15% 0.28% 
Mule Creek 5,506 13% 0.25% 

Lower Newsome Creek  5,389 13% 0.24% 
Beaver Creek  3,720 9% 0.17% 

Total 20,890 50% 0.94% 

GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND OUTPUTS 

This amendment would change how Forest Plan objectives are achieved. Footnotes for 
streams in Appendix-A of the Forest plan, would be revised for prescription watersheds 
in Table D-1. This Forest Plan Amendment would not change any goals, objectives of the 
Forest Plan, however it does allow more vegetation and restoration activities to occur in 
the short term. 

The road improvement and decommissioning and aquatic improvement activities would 
produce sediment in the short-term that could affect fish habitat. Restoration activities, 
however, are designed to result in an upward trend in watershed condition over time. 
Therefore, in order to enter into the above named prescription watersheds to improve and 
decommission roads and implement aquatic improvement activities, an amendment is 
needed. 

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION 

The change in footnotes will apply directly to the identified prescription watersheds only.  
This amendment will be in place until end of Newsome Creek Watershed Rehabilitation 
project implementation (est. 2015) and would apply to other projects until the Forest Plan 
is revised. This amendment does not change the desired future conditions within the 
Newsome Creek Watershed Rehabilitation project area. 
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