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Northern Rockies Lynx Management Direction 
The following management direction applies to all National Forest System lands that 
are known to be occupied by Canada lynx.  At the time of this decision the following 
National Forests in the Northern Rockies lynx planning area are known to be occupied:  
Bridger-Teton, Clearwater, Custer, Flathead, Idaho Panhandle, Kootenai, Lolo, 
Shoshone, Targehee.  Portions of the Custer, Gallatin, Helena, and Lewis & Clark are 
also occupied. 
 
The following National Forest in the Northern Rockies lynx planning area are not 
occupied by Canada lynx: Ashley, Beaverhead-Deerlodge, Bighorn, Bitterroot, Nez 
Perce, Salmon-Challis.  In addition, isolated mountain ranges on the Custer, Gallatin, 
Helena and Lewis and Clark are unoccupied – see Figure 1-1.  Until such time as these 
National Forest System lands become occupied they should consider the following 
management direction, but are not required to follow it. 
 
GOAL 
 Conserve the Canada lynx. 
 
ALL MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AND ACTIVITIES (ALL).  The following 
objectives, standards, and guidelines apply to all management project in lynx habitat 
in lynx analysis units (LAUs) in occupied habitat and in linkage area, subject to valid 
existing rights.  They do not apply to wildfire suppression, or to wildland fire use. 
 
Objective ALL 01 

Maintain or restore lynx habitat connectivity in and between LAUs, and in linkage 
area. 
 

Standard ALL S1 
New or expanded permanent development and vegetation management projects 
must maintain habitat connectivity in an LAU and/or linkage area. 

 
Guideline ALL G1 

Methods to avoid or reduce effects on lynx should be used when constructing or 
reconstructing highways or forest highways across federal land.  Methods could 
include fencing, underpasses or overpasses. 

 
Standard LAU S1 

Changes in LAU boundaries shall be based on site-specific habitat information and 
after review by the Forest Service Regional Office 

 
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES AND PRACTICES (VEG). The 
following objectives, standard, and guidelines apply to vegetation management 
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projects in lynx habitat within lynx analysis units (LAUs) in occupied habitat.  With 
the exception of Objective VEG 03 that specifically concerns wildland fire use, the 
objectives, standards, and guidelines do not apply to wildfire suppression, wildland 
fires use, or removal of vegetation for permanent developments such as mineral 
operations, ski runs, roads, and the like.  None of the objectives, standards, or 
guidelines apply to linkage areas. 
 
Objectve VEG 01U 

Manage vegetation to mimic or approximate natural succession and disturbance 
processes while maintaining habitat components necessary for the conservation of 
lynx. 

 
Objective VEG 02 

Provide a mosaic of habitat conditions through time that support dense horizontal 
cover, and high densities of snowshoe hare.  Provide winter snowshoe hare habitat 
in both the stand initiation structural stage and in mature, multi-story conifer 
vegetation. 

 
Objective VEG 03 

Conduct fire use activities to restore ecological processes and maintain or improve 
lynx habitat. 

 
Objective VEG 04 

Focus vegetation management in areas that have potential to improve winter 
snowshoe hare habitat but presently have poorly developed understories that lack 
dense horizontal cover. 

 
Standard VEG S1 

Where and to what this applies:  Standard VEG S1 applies to all vegetation 
management projects that regenerate forests, except for fuel treatment projects 
within the wildland urban interface (WUI) as defined by HFRA, subject to the 
following limitations: 
 
Fuel treatment projects within the WUI that do not meet Standards VEG S1, VEG S2, 
VEG S5, and VEG S6 shall occur on no more than 6 percent (cumulatively) of  lynx 
habitat on each administrative unit (a unit is a National Forest).  In addition, fuel 
treatment projects may not result in more than three adjacent LAUs exceeding the standard. 

 
For fuel treatment projects within the WUI see guideline VEG G10. 
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The standard:  Unless a broad scale assessment has been completed that 
substantiates different historic levels of stand initiation structural stages limit 
disturbance in each LAU as follows: 
 
If more that 30 percent of the lynx habitat in an LAU is currently in a stand initiation 
structural stage that does not yet provide winter snowshoe hare habitat, no 
additional habitat may be regenerated by vegetation management projects.  

 
Standard VEG S2 

Where and to what this applies: Standard VEG S2 applies to all timber management 
projects that regenerate forest, except for fuel treatment projects within the wildland 
urban interface (WUI) as defined by HFRA, subject to the following limitation: 
 
Fuel treatment projects within the WUI that do not meet Standards VEG S1, VEG S2, 
VEG S5, and VEG S6 shall occur on no more than 6 percent *cumulatively) of lynx 
habitat on each administrative unit (a unit is a National Forest). 
 
For fuel treatment projects within the WUI see guideline VEG G10. 
 
The standard: Timber management projects shall not regenerate more than 15 
percent of lynx habitat on NFS lands within an LAU in a ten-year period. 

 
Standard VEG S5 

Where and to what this applies: Standard VEG S5 applies to all tprecommercial 
thinning projects, except for fuel treatment projects that use precommercial thinning 
as a tool within the wildland urban interface (WUI) as defined by HFRA, subject to 
the following limitation: 
 
Fuel treatment projects within the WUI that do not meet Standards VEG S1, VEG S2, 
VEG S5, and VEG S6 shall occur on no more than 6 percent (cumulatively) of lynx 
habitat on each administrative unit (a unit is a National Forest). 
 
For fuel treatment projects within the WUI see guideline VEG G10. 
 
The Standard:  Precommercial thinning projects that reduce snowshoe hare habitat 
may occur from the stand initiation structural stage until the stands no longer 
provide winter snowshoe hare habitat only: 
1. Within 200 feet of administrative sites, dwellings, or outbuildings; or 
2. For research studies or genetic tree tests evaluating genetically improved 

reforestation stock; or 
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3. Based on new information that is peer reviewed and accepted by the regional 
level of the Forest Service, and state level of FWS, where a written determination 
states: 
a. That a project is not likely to adversely affect lynx; or 
b. That a project is likely to have short term adverse effects on lynx or its habitat, 

but would result in long-term benefits to lynx and its habitat; or 
4. For conifer removal in aspen, or daylight thinning around individual aspen trees, 

where aspen is in decline; or 
5. For daylight thinning of planted rust-resistant whit pine where 80% of the winter 

snowshoe hare habitat is retained; Or 
6. To restor whitebark pine. 
Exceptions 2 through 6 shall only be utilized in LAUs where Standard VEG S1 is met. 
 

Standard VEG S6 
Where and to what this applies:  Standard VEG S6 applies to all vegetation 
management projects except for fuel treatment projects within the wildland urban 
interface (WUI) as defined by HFRA, subject to the following limitation: 
 
Fuel treatment projects within the WUII that do not meet Standards VEG S1, VEG, 
S2, VEG S5, and VEG S6 shall occur on no more than 6 percent (cumulatively) or 
lynx habitat on each administrative unit (a unit is a National Forest). 
 
For fuel treatment project within the WUI see guideline VEG G10. 
 
The Standard:  Vegetation management projects that reduce snowshoe hare habitat 
in multi-story mature or late successional forests may occur only: 
1. Within 200 feet of administrative sites, dwellings, outbuildings, recreation sites, 

and special use permit improvement, including infrastructure within permitted 
ski area boundaries; or 

2. Fore research studies or genetic tree tests evaluating genetically improved 
reforestation stock; or 

3. For incidental removal during salvage harvest ( e.g. removal due to location of 
skid trails). 

Exception 2 and 3 shall only be utilized in LAUs where standard VEG S1 is met. 
(NOTE: Timber harvest is allowed in areas that have potential to improve winter 
snowshoe hare habitat but presently have poorly developed understories that lack 
dense horizontal cover [e.g. uneven age management systems could be used to 
create openings where there is little understory so that new forage can grow]). 

 
Guideline VEG G1 

Vegetation management projects should be planned to recruit a high density of 
conifers, hardwoods, and shrubs where such habitat is scarce or not available.  
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Priority for treatment should be given to stem-exclusion, closed-canopy structural 
stage stands to enhance habitat conditions for lynx or their prey (e.g. mesic, 
monotypic lodgepole stands).  Winter showshoe hare habitat should be near 
denning habitat. 

 
Guideline VEG G4 

Prescribed fire activities should not create permanent travel routes that facilitate 
snow compaction.  Constructing permanent firebreaks on ridges or saddles should 
be avoided. 

 
Guidline VEG G5 

Habitat for alternate prey species, primarily red squirrel, should be provided in each 
LAU. 

 
Guideline VEG 10 

Fuel treatment projects within the WUI as defined by HFRA should be designed 
considering Standards VEG S1, S2, S5, and S6 to promote lynx conservation. 

 
Guideline VEG G11 

Denning habitat should be distributed in each LAU in the form of pockets of large 
amounts of large woody debris, either down logs or root wads, or large piles of 
small wind thrown trees (“jack-strawed” piles).  If denning habitat appears to be 
lacking in the LAU, then projects should be designed to retain some coarse woody 
debris, piles, or residual trees to provide denning habitat in the future.  
 

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT (GRAZ):  The following objectives and guidelines 
apply to grazing project in lynx habitat in lynx analysis usnits (LAUs) in occupied 
habitat.  They do not apply to linkage areas. 

 
Objective GRAZ 01 

Manage livestock grazing to be compagible with improving or maintaining lynx 
habitat. 

 
Guideline GRAZ G1 

In fire-and harvest-created openings, livestock grazing should be managed so 
impacts  do not prevent shrubs and trees from regenerating. 

 
Guidline GRAZ G2 

In aspen stands, livestock grazing should be managed to contribute to the lonng-
term health and sustainability of aspen. 

 
Guideline GRAZ G3 
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In riparian areas and willow carrs, livestock grazing should be managed to 
contribute to maintaining or achieving a preponderance of mid- or late-seral stages, 
similar to conditions that would have occurred under historic disturbance regimes. 

 
Guideline GRAZ G4 

In shrub-steppe habitats, livestock grazing should be managed in the elevation 
ranges of forested lynx habitat in LAUs, to contribute to maintaining or achieving a 
preponderance of mid- or late-seral stages, similar to conditions that would have 
occurred under historic disturbance regimes. 

 
HUMAN USE PROJECTS (HU):  The following objectives and guidelines apply to 
human use projects, such as special uses (other than grazing), recreation 
management, roads, highways, and mineral and energy development, in lynx habitat 
in lynx analysis units (LAUs) in occupied habitat, subject to valid existing rights.  
They do not apply to vegetation management projects or grazing projedts directly.  
They do not apply to linakge areas. 
 
Objective HU 01 
Maintain the lynx’s natural competive advantage over other predators in deep snow, by 
discouragint the expansion of show-compacting activities in lynx habitat. 
 
Objective HU 02 
Manage recreational activities to maintain lynx habitat and connectivity. 
 
Objective HU 03 
Concentrate activities in existing developed areas, rather than developing new areas in 
lynx habitat. 
 
Obejective HU 04 
Provide for lynx habitat needs and connectivity when developing new or expanding 
existing developed recreation sites or ski areas. 
 
Objectrive HU 05 
Manage human activities, such as special uses, mineral and oil and gas exploration and 
development, and placement of utility transmission corridors, to reduce impacts on 
lynx and lynx habitat. 
 
Guideline HU G1 
When developing or expanding ski areas, provisions should be made for adequately 
sized inter-trail islands that include coarse woody debris, so winter showshoe hare 
habitat is maintained. 
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Guideline HU G2 
When developing or expanding ski areas, lynx foraging habitat should be provided 
consistent with the ski area’s operation needs, especially where lynx habitat occurs as 
narrow bands of coniferous forest across mountain slopes. 
 
Guideline HU G3 
Recreation developments and operations should be planned  in ways that both provide 
for lynx movement and maintain he effectiveness of lynx habitat. 
 
Guideline HU G4 
For mineral and energy development sites and facilities, remote monitoring should be 
encouraged to reduce snow compaction. 
 
Guideline HU G5 
For mineral and energy development sites and facilities that are closed, a reclamation 
plan that restores lynx habitat should be developed. 
 
Guideline HU G6 
Methods to avoid or reduce effects on lynx should be used in lynx habitat when 
upgrading unpaved roads to maintenance levels 4 or 5, if the result would be increased 
traffic speeds and volumes, or a foreseeable contribution to increases in human activity 
or development. 
 
Guideling HU G7 
New permananet roads hould not be built on ridge-tops and saddles, or in areas 
identified as  
 
 

 
 
 

 


