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NEZ PERCE NATIONAL FOREST 

LAND AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

AMENDMENT NO. 38 

 

PROJECT-SPECIFIC AMENDMENT TO SOIL QUALITY STANDARD #2 

FOR THE CROOKED RIVER VALLEY REHABILITATION PROJECT AREA 

The purpose of this amendment is to allow the Forest Service to implement restoration activities in the 
Crooked River Valley Rehabilitation project activity area that currently exceed Forest Plan – soil quality 
standard #2. 

The goal of the Nez Perce Forest Plan Standards is to meet the National Forest Management Act where 
management actions will not produce substantial or permanent impairment of the productivity of the land 
(16 USC 1604(g)(3)(E)(i)). 

To prevent permanent impairment to productivity, the Nez Perce National Forest soil quality standards 
(Forest Plan, page II-22, USDA Forest Service 1987a) control the areal extent of detrimental soil 
disturbance impact by management activities.  Soil quality standard #2 currently reads as follows: 

“A minimum of 80 percent of any activity area shall not be detrimentally compacted, displaced, or 
puddled upon completion of activities. This direction does not apply to permanent recreation 
facilities and other permanent facilities such as system roads.” 

Standard #2 prevents management from further degrading areas with already poor conditions but does not 
provide for the restoration and rehabilitation actions of the magnitude needed for the Crooked River 
Valley Rehabilitation project.  The current conditions have mining tailings that remain in a departed 
condition across the project area after 70 years for regrowth. 

This project-specific amendment would exempt the Crooked River Valley Rehabilitation project from 
Forest Plan Soil quality standard #2 in order to facilitate the restoration of productivity in the project area. 

*** End of Amendment *** 
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