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Flathead National Forest Proposes Fee Increase for the
Star Meadows Guard Station Rental Site

KALISPELL, MT., December 11, 2015 — The Tally Lake Ranger District of the Flathead National Forest is
proposing to increase the fee for the Star Meadows Guard Station, which is part of the current cabin rental
program from $40/night to $75/night. The district upgraded and added a bunkhouse to the rental, increasing
the facility occupancy from six to 10 people. The proposed fee increase would cover the increased facility use,
recent renovations and ongoing maintenance. Star Meadows is a popular rental cabin on the Tally Lake
Ranger District. Adding the bunkhouse allows larger groups and families to enjoy the cabin and the proposed
increase will enable the district to ensure the site remains clean and in good repair for visitors.

The guard station is located approximately 20 miles west of Whitefish, Montana, along the Star Meadows
Road, Forest Service Road 589, and offers numerous recreation opportunities such as hiking, biking, OHV
riding, huckleberry picking, hunting, fishing, snowmobiling and firewood gathering. The cabin sits in the valley
of Sheppard Creek, with views of the surrounding forested mountaintops.

The facility consists of the historic two-room Guard Station and the newly renovated bunkhouse. The cabin
has electric lights, heat, stove and refrigerator as well as basic dishes, utensils and cooking pots and pans.
Drinking water is available seasonally using a hand pump.

Star Meadows Guard Station is available by reservation via a toll free number (877) 444-6777 or online at
www. recreation.gov. The fee for the reservation service is $9 on-line or $10 by phone.

In 2004, Congress passed the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act which allows the Forest Service to
retain 95 percent of fees collected at certain recreation sites and use these funds locally to operate, maintain
and improve these sites. This fee proposal will be presented before the Western Montana Bureau of Land
Management Recreation Resource Advisory Committee.

Submit comments or concerns about the fee proposal by January 15, 2016. Email comments to, comments-
northern-flathead-tally-lake @fs.fed.us and include "Star Meadows Cabin Fee" in the subject line or malil
comments to 650 Wolfpack Way, Kalispell MT 59901, attention Hans Castren. For more information, contact
Hans Castren, Recreation Staff on the Tally Lake Ranger District at (406) 758-5204.
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