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ANF Snowmobile Trails to Open December 19; ATV trails remain closed

Warren, Pa. (Dec. 10, 2015) — The Allegheny National Forest’'s snowmobile trails will open
on Saturday, December 19, 2015 at 8:00 a.m., but the Forest’s ATV trails will remain closed
to motorized use until further notice. The only exception is Connector #23 on the Timberline
ATV trail which will be open to snowmobiles only. “While we cannot predict if there will be
snow cover by December 19, we will have the trails open and ready for use so snowmobilers
can enjoy them as soon as there is enough snow to operate their machines,” said Forest
Supervisor Sherry Tune.

There are several ATV trails that are closed for maintenance or construction work:

e The Marienville and Timberline ATV Trails will be closed to complete construction and
maintenance work this winter. “We will notify the public if and when sections of these
trails can be opened for snowmobiles and/or ATVs,” said Marienville District Ranger
Rob Fallon.

e Connector #16 (Forest Road 131), from National Forest Road 228 south to Loleta
Campground, will be closed to all motorized traffic due to poor operating conditions.
“There is a slump in a steep fill slope adjacent to one segment of this route, and poor
drainage and potholes have saturated other segments of this route,” Fallon said. “We
are working with our engineering department to develop a plan and secure funding to
address these necessary repairs.”

The Allegheny National Forest has more than 360 miles of snowmobile trails in
interconnected loops. Many miles of trails are groomed by the Forest Service and two
snowmobile clubs. However, the snowmobile trails will not be groomed until there is a
significant amount of snow on the ground. Information on snowmobile trail conditions can be
found on the Snowmobile Trail Condition Report, which is updated every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. This report can be found by either:

e Accessing the Allegheny’s website: http://www.fs.usda.gov/allegheny/. The report is
posted on the “Quick Links” section on the upper right side of the page

e Calling 814.723.5150 and selecting option 2, then following the prompts


http://www.fs.usda.gov/allegheny/
mailto:rsutton@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/allegheny/

Fallon asked users to use caution when they’re on the forest, because many of the trails are
used by multiple groups, so they may encounter vehicles, groomers, snowshoers, and skiers
at any time.

For more information about recreational activities on the Allegheny National Forest:

e Bradford Ranger District: 814.362.4613
e Marienville Ranger District: 814.927.6628
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The U.S. Forest Service is an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, a mission of sustaining the health,
diversity and productivity of the nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future
generations. The Forest Service’s Eastern Region includes twenty states in the Midwest and East, stretching
from Maine, to Maryland, to Missouri, to Minnesota. There are 17 national forests and one national tallgrass
prairie in the Eastern Region. For more information, visit www.fs.usda.gov/R9.

The U.S. Forest Service manages 193 million acres of public land, provides assistance to state and private
landowners, and maintains the largest forestry research organization in the world. Public lands the Forest
Service manages contribute more than $13 billion to the economy each year through visitor spending alone.
Those same lands provide 20 percent of the nation’s clean water supply, a value estimated at $7.2 billion per
year. The agency has either a direct or indirect role in stewardship of about 80 percent of the 850 million
forested acres within the U.S., of which 100 million acres are urban forests where most Americans live. For
more information, visit www.fs.usda.gov/.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (toll-free customer service), (800) 877-8339 (TDD), or (800) 845-6136 (TDD in
Spanish).
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