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This document explains the rationale and the regulatory basis for the seasonal closure ofNational 
Forest Service System roads and trails for public safety and resource protection during winter 
snow grooming operations. The forest roads and trail s included in this order are: 

Bogard Snowmobile Area: 

a. Forest Road No. 32N08 
b. Forest Road No. 32N07 
c. Forest Road No. 32N02 (2 1 Road) 
d. Forest Road No. 32N73 
e. Forest Road No. 32N09 
f. Forest Road No. 32N l 0 (10 Road) 

Swain Mountain Snowmobile Area: 

a. Forest Road No. 30N25 
b. Forest Road No. 30N72 
c. Forest Road No. 29N55 
d. Forest Road No. 30N09 
e. Forest Road No. 30N3 1 
f. Forest Road No. 30N07 
g. Bizz Johnson Trail from Mason Station to 30N07 
h. Forest Road No. 30N06 
1. Forest Road No. 30N03 
J. Forest Road No. 30N29 

Fredonyer Snowmobile Area: 

a. Forest Road No. 29N46 
b. Forest Road No. 29N85 
c. Forest Road No. 29N03 
d. Forest Road No. 28N08 
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Ashpan Snowmobile Area: 

a. Forest Road No. 32N44Y 
b. Forest Road No. 33Nl 6 
c. Forest Road No. 32N30 
d. Forest Road No. 32N25 
e. Forest Road No. 32N36 
f. Forest Road No. 32N24 
g. Forest Road No. 32N31 

Jonesville Snowmobile Area: 

a. Forest Road No. 27N06 
b. Forest Road No. 26N27 
c. Forest Road No. 26N02 
d. Forest Road No. 26N35 
e. Forest Road No. 27N65 
f. Forest Road No. 27Nl 1 
g. Forest Road No. 27N04 
h. Forest Road No. 27N43 
1. Forest Road No. 27N03 

Morgan Summit Snowmobile Area: 

a. Forest Road No. 29N62 
b. Forest Road No. 29N91 
c. Forest Road No. 29N60 
d. Forest Road No. 29N67 
e. Forest Road No. 29N48 
f. Forest Road No. 29N44 
g. Forest Road No. 29N58 
h. Forest Road No. 28N28 
i. Forest Road No. 28N70 

Closure of these roads for the winter season will be from January 7, 2016, to March 31, 2016. 

These roads have been designated as part of the Lassen National Forest over-snow vehicle 
(OSV) recreation program and are to be maintained to provide winter recreation activity for 
snowmobiles, cross country skiing, and snow-shoeing. This use is consistent with management 
direction in the 1993 Lassen Land and Resource Management Plan, as amended, to "provide 
diverse opportunities for winter sports" (p. 4-25). Lassen National Forest has the largest 
snowmobile trail system in California. Funding for snowmobile trails maintenance and 
grooming comes from the State ofCalifornia's Off-Highway Motorized Vehicle Recreation 
(OHMVR) Division. 

These above restrictions are designed to ensure visitor safety and to protect natural resources. 
The ruts left by wheeled vehicles in the snow can create hazardous conditions for snowmobilers · 



and cross-country skiers. In addition, precipitation can soften the ground and roadbeds, 
increasing the chance ofwheeled vehicles getting stuck and causing resource damage. 

It is important for these roads to remain closed to wheeled vehicles once conditions have allowed 
for grooming to begin, particularly between periods of inclement weather, to prevent damage to 
grooming equipment as well as the road surface. 

Winter recreation has been increasing on the Lassen National Forest in the past 15 years due to 
the growing interest in winter sports in California and Nevada, and the expansion ofOSV 
opportunities on the Forest. User demand is high and very vocal for these kinds of experiences. 

I have concluded that this decision may be categorically excluded from documentation in an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National 
Environmental Policy Act. This action falls within the category identified in 36 CFR 220.6(d)(l) 
- prohibitions to provide short-term resource protection or to protect public health and safety
and does not require documentation in a decision memo, decision notice, or record ofdecision. I 
have dete~ined that there are no extraordinary circumstances associated with this temporary 
closure. Implementation of the decision may begin immediately. 


