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Tongass Plan Amendment 

Next Steps: 

Public Open House meetings  

and Subsistence Hearings 

(Begin Jan. 11, 2016, see page 4) 

DEIS Public Comments due: 

(Feb. 22, 2016) 

Details on page 4 

Forest Service 

Alaska Region 

R10-MB-769 

The Tongass National For-

est released the Proposed 

Land and Resource Man-

agement Plan (Proposed 

Forest Plan) and Draft En-

vironmental Impact State-

ment (DEIS) on November 

20, 2015, for a  90-day 

comment period.  

This Forest Plan amend-

ment will guide future 

management activities on 

about 17 million acres of 

National Forest System 

lands in Southeast Alaska. 

An amendment is needed 

to accelerate the transition 

to a young-growth forest 

management program, 

and to do so in a way that 

preserves a viable timber 

industry that pro-

vides jobs and op-

portunities for resi-

dents of Southeast 

Alaska. Changes to 

the Forest Plan are 

also needed to make 

the development of 

renewable energy 

resources more per-

missible, including 

access and utility 

corridors to stimu-

late economic devel-

opment in Southeast 

Alaska communities. 

Draft documents  and maps are available on the 

Tongass Plan Amendment webpage at: 

 http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/R10/Tongass/PlanAmend 

terest Lands Conservation Act 

[ANILCA]) will occur. This is an oppor-

tunity to submit written and oral com-

ments regarding concerns about the Pro-

posed Tongass Forest Plan Amendment 

on subsistence uses.  

January Community Open House Meetings
and Subsistence Hearings 

The Forest Service has scheduled a se-

ries of community public meetings 

throughout Southeast Alaska, beginning 

January 11, 2016. Open house visitors 

will have the opportunity to review the 

contents of the Forest Plan amendment, 

including the five alternatives analyzed 

in the DEIS. Forest Service staff will be 

available to answer questions. 

Immediately following each Open 

House meeting, a Subsistence Hearing 

(Section 810 of the Alaska National In-

Continued on Page 4,  

With specific dates/locations: 

Open House Meetings Dates and 
Locations. 
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Highlights of the Proposed Forest Plan 

The Proposed Forest Plan: 

 Modifies content to reflect
changes between 2008 For-
est Plan and Proposed For-
est Plan.

 Reflects Alternative 5
(Preferred Alternative),
based on Tongass Advisory
Committee Recommenda-
tions.

 Instead of repeating plan
content for Alternatives 1
through 4 common to Alter-
native 5, plan content is
compared and displayed in a
side-by-side format to
demonstrate how and where
it differs from Alternative 5
and is analyzed in the Draft
Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) and in-
cluded in an appendix.

 Includes a new Chapter
(Chapter 5) entitled, Plan
Content Developed Under
the 2012 Planning Rule.

 Includes plan components
(desired conditions, objec-
tives, suitability of lands,
goals, standards and guide-
lines) for young growth,
renewable energy, and
transportation systems corri-
dors, as well as Forest-wide
plan components in Chapter
5.

 Makes only corrections to
content in Chapters 3 and 4.

 Clerical errors were correct-
ed.  Changes were made to
update (i.e., add or delete)
new statutory or regulatory
requirements.  Where land
use designation (LUD)

Standards and Guidelines 
referenced directives (Forest 
Service handbook [FSH] or 
manual [FSM]) and repeat-
ed existing direction, cor-
rections were made to delete 
the repeated direction. 

 Does not vary in terms of
the acreage allocated to any
of the major LUD groups.

 However, acreage does vary
with respect to which LUDs
contain lands suitable for
timber production.

 Removes the Transportation
and Utility Systems (TUS)
overlay LUD in Chapter 3.

 All associated direction
(such as, “window” and
“avoidance area”) in the
LUD Standards and Guide-
lines pertaining to applica-
tion of this overlay LUD
was removed.

 The TUS LUD management
prescription would be re-
placed by plan components
in Chapter 5 and would pro-
vide management direction
for renewable energy and
transportation systems corri-
dors.

 Removes contents in Chap-
ter 6 - Monitoring and Eval-
uation Plan.

 The plan monitoring pro-
gram is being modified to
meet the requirements of the
2012 Planning Rule (36
CFR 219.12(c)) and a draft
will be included with the

Proposed Forest Plan under 
a separate cover (separate 
process that will be com-
pleted by May 9, 2016). 

 Content from Chapter 5 –
Implementation - was re-
written to explain new re-
quirements under the 2012
Planning Rule for project
consistency, plan amend-
ments and administrative
changes, and replaces Chap-
ter 6.

 Updates content in Appen-
dix A - Identification of
Lands as Not Suitable and
Suitable for Timber Produc-
tion – to meet the require-
ments of the 2012 Planning
Rule (36 CFR 219.11). This
appendix was renamed
Identification of Lands as
Not Suitable and Suitable
for Timber Production

 Represents Alternative 5,
and suitability for other al-
ternatives will be reflected
in Chapter 2 of the DEIS.

All Draft Tongass Planning documents are available online for review at: 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/R10/Tongass/PlanAmend  
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Public Participation in the Plan Amendment Process 

The input from and work with a federal advisory 
committee (Tongass Advisory Committee [TAC]) in 
recent months has resulted in final recommendations 
on how to expedite the transition to young growth 
management.   

Upon the TAC reaching consensus on draft recom-
mendations in May 2015, members from the Ton-
gass Plan Amendment interdisciplinary team (IDT) 
along with Jason Anderson (Designated Federal Of-
ficer for the TAC) got busy reviewing the recom-
mendations and discussing the recommended man-
agement concepts to ensure the intent was under-
stood.  The Committee’s recommendations are re-
flected as the Proposed Land and Resource Manage-
ment Plan and represented in Alternative 5 of the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). 

During the group’s recent meetings held in 
Ketchikan, Alaska on December 1-3, 2015, Plan 
Amendment IDT members met with TAC members 
for in-depth discussions about how the TAC recom-

mendations are reflected in the Proposed 
Plan Amendment. 

The TAC has publicly congratulated the Tongass 
Planning staff on publication of the proposed plan 
and DEIS, and offered the committee’s unanimous 
support of the Draft EIS preferred alternative  
(Alternative 5), stating in the December 4, 2015 
committee news release that the committee 
“recommend it be the foundation of the final amend-
ed Tongass Land and Resource Management Plan.” 

The TAC finalized their recommendations in mid-
December 2015 and submitted them to the Secretary 
of Agriculture. They also provided suggested chang-
es to the Proposed Forest Plan and DEIS. 

Final TAC recommendations and TAC comments on the      

Proposed Forest Plan and DEIS can be found online at: 

http://merid.org/TongassAdvisoryCommittee.aspx 

The Tongass Youth   
Advisory Council 
(YAC) met  r ecently 
at Ketchikan High 
School with Forest Ser-
vice specialists work-
ing on the Tongass 
Forest Plan Amend-
ment.   

Three YAC meetings 
were held at Ketchikan 
High School from fall 
2014 through spring 
2015. The objective is 
to involve the YAC 
members in the public 
participation process 
for the Forest Plan 
Amendment.  Graduat- Pictured (l-r): Patti Krosse (FS), Janette Turk (FS), Cameron Edwards, Sue Howle (FS), Rizza Rodriguez, 

ing seniors from the Eliah Anderson, AJ Dela Cruz, Bernadette Franulovich, Katie Powers, Kaileigh Krosse, Cheyenne Mathews, 
Sage Acteson, Faith Duncan (FS) class of 2015 have 

been replaced with new members this year, in an gass Proposed Plan and Draft EIS documents to craft 
effort to allow YAC members to better understand a formal consolidated response to submit to Forest 
the scope of Forest Planning, and how they can par- Service staff. 
ticipate in the effort, including review of the Ton-
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Tongass Open House Meeting Dates and Locations 

Continued from Page 1 

The Open Houses/Subsistence Hearings will be held in following locations 

from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  for the Open Houses, and from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. for the 

Subsist-ence Hearings: 

January 11 – Craig/Thorne Bay /Klawock, Alaska 

 Prince of Wales  VoTech Center, 6565 Boundary Road, Klawock, AK 

January 12 – Ketchikan 

 Southeast Alaska Discovery Center, 50 Main Street, Ketchikan, AK 

January 13 – Wrangell 

Wrangell Ranger District Conference Room, 525 Bennett Street, Wrangell, 

 AK 

January 14 – Petersburg 

Petersburg Ranger District Conference Room, 12 North Nordic Drive, 

Petersburg, AK 

January 19- Juneau 

Juneau/Admiralty District Conference Room, 8510 Mendenhall Loop Road, 

 Juneau, AK 

January 20- Sitka 

Westmark Hotel Conference Room, 330 Seward St, Sitka, AK 

January 21 – Hoonah 

 Hoonah Ranger District, 430 Airport Way, Hoonah, AK 

January 22- Yakutat 

Yakutat Ranger District, Kwaan Plaza Conference Room, 712 Ocean Cape 

Rd., Yakutat, AK 

Formal  comments can be made on the Proposed Tongass Land and Resource 

Management Plan Amendment and DEIS, and will be accepted until February 22, 

2016 when the comment period closes.  Both the written comments and the testi-

mony from Subsistence Hearings will be considered during the preparation of the 

Final EIS and Draft Record of Decision. 

To Submit Comments: 

Draft documents are available 
for review on the Tongass 
Plan Amendment website: 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/R10/
Tongass/PlanAmend  

Submit written comments to: 

Forest Supervisor, Tongass 
National Forest, Attn: Forest Plan 
Amendment, 648 Mission Street, 
Ketchikan, AK 99901;  
Comments may also be 
submitted 
via email to comments-alaska-
tongass@fsfed.us; or 

via facsimile to (907) 228-6292 

To Contact Us: 

If you have questions or 
need information about the 
Forest Plan Amendment, 
contact: 

Susan Howle  
Forest Plan Amendment 
Project Manager  
(907)228-6340

DEIS Comment period ends: 
Feb. 22, 2016

Subscribe to Email Updates: 

To receive Tongass Forest Plan Amendment newsletters and other updates via e-mail, access the following 

link from your computer, smartphone, or tablet, and follow the prompts to sign yourself up: 

http://tinyurl.com/tongassplanamendment 
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