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Welcome to Winter on the Payette National Forest!
The W

inter Travel Map for the Payette National Forest is the legal
document that identifies designated routes and open play areas for 
over the snow motor vehicle use for the Payette National Forest.  
Over the snow vehicles are defined as:
 “a motor vehicle that is designed for use over the snow and runs
on tracks and/or ski or skies while in use over the snow.”  
As defined by Chapter 71, Title 67, Idaho Code:
A “snowmobile” means any self-propelled vehicle under one thousand
(1000) pounds unladened gross weight, designed primarily for travel 
on snow or iceor over natural terrain, which may be steered by 
tracks, skies, or runners.
This map displays the two Special Orders
 written to enforce winter over-snow travel.  
The Forest-wide Special Order (0412-415):
Closes portions of the Forest annually to over-snow motor vehicle use.
These restrictions were developed to protect resources (to provide
wildlife security, reduce hunting vulnerability for game species, 
reduce degradation of water quality, protect riparian areas,
to provide for non-motorized recreation experiencezs, and to restore
or protect habitat for Threatened, Endangered, Candidate and
Sensitive species).  
The other Special Order (0412-465) :
Closes portions of the Granite Mountain area annually 
to over-snow vehicle use for a 75 day period (January 15 – March 31)
in an effort to preserve the non-motorized recreation experience
and safety of all visitors using the area.  
With this Special Order the Forest provides  back-country skiing 
opportunity without the presence of snowmobiles in the same 
area.  The Special Order promotes safety and a non-motorized 
experience for the many recreationists desiring a back-country 
skiing experience free of snowmobile tracks, which are challenging 
to ski through safely.  The popular east/west cat-ski route known 
as “The Boulevard” which leads from Goose Reservoir up into the 
bowls and over to the Granite Lookout will continue to be open to 
snowmobiles.  In addition, the Granite Lookout remains outside the 
motorized closure (See the enlarged detailed map for details).  
Special Order (0412-465)
Also opens Hitt Mountain and Squaw Point to over-snow motor 
vehicle use and aims to provide for additional snowmobiling
opportunities in these areas.  
The removal of the restriction on motorized travel in these two areas 
should benefit motorized users.  Use in the Hitt Mountain area is 
light to moderate, therefore, conflicts in use or user safety issues 
like the ones currently experienced in the Granite Mountain area 
are not expected.  Squaw Point is an area that was previously 
closed to over-snow motorized use.   The area provided some 
benefit to back country skiers, but most back county skiers have 
moved to other areas because of the high snowmobile use along 
the Warren Wagon Road, lack of enforceable boundaries, and the 
need to travel long distances to access the area.  
The snowmobiling community will benefit from having the 
Squaw Point area re-opened to their use once again as it is 
adjacent to the groomed snowmobile route and provides for quality 
off trail snow mobile experiences.
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AC - S heep Creek 44° 34.795' N, 116° 12.162' W
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AG - Middle Fork W eiser R iver 44° 38.751' N, 116° 13.894' W
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BA - S m okey Boulder Loop End 45° 5.123' N, 116° 26.539' W
BB - S a ddle Connector to Price Va lley Loop 45° 3.377' N, 116° 28.585' W
BC - S a ddle Connector 45° 2.974' N, 116° 28.201' W
BD - Price Va lley Loop End 44° 59.866' N, 116° 28.647' W
BE - Lost Va lley Loop 44° 59.486' N, 116° 28.710' W
D - R ed R idge & Big Crk Mea dows R d 44° 52.167' N, 116° 11.831' W
E - 4 Corners (R ed R idge & Blue Bunch) 44° 46.963' N, 116° 14.071' W
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H - Deseret Ca bin 44° 46.277' N, 116° 15.339' W
J  - Blue Bunch & L ittle Big Creek R d 44° 48.592' N, 116° 14.499' W
K - Dry Bea ver Gulch 44° 50.597' N, 116° 16.895' W
L - Mill Creek 44° 48.455' N, 116° 16.655' W
M - Big Creek Mea dows 44° 52.683' N, 116° 13.543' W
N - Fish L a ke & R ed R idge 44° 55.800' N, 116° 11.690' W
O - Bell S a ddle Cutoff 44° 53.262' N, 116° 10.940' W
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