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nity to Comment
Kootenal National Forest :
Rock Creek Project Draft Supplemental EIS
The Kootenai National Forest (KNF) has Issued its Draft'Supplemental En-
vironmental Impact Statement (Draft SEIS) for the Rock Creek Project. The
Rock Creek Project is a proposed. underground copper and silver mine lo-
cated. In! northwestern Montana near Noxon in Sanders County. RC Re-
sources (RCR) (a subsidiary of Hecla'Mining Company) proposes to con-
struct; operate, and reclaim the proposed Rock Creek Mine Which has' a
mine. life_of 33 'to 38, years. RCR currently' holds mineral rights for the Rock
Creek ore deposit ‘heneath and adjacent to the Cabinet Mountains Wilder-
ness (CMW) on the Cabinet Ranger District. e %
The KNF and the Montana Department of Environmental Quality prepared a
Final EIS for the Rock Creek Project In' 2001 (2001 FEIS). The KNF has
prepared this. Draft SEIS, In response o a March 29, 2010, U.S. Bislrict
Court decision In HRock Creek Allance el al V. 'USFS, 'Revelt Sibver Com-
pany, and USFWS (CV 05-107-M-DWM and’ CV 08-028-M-DWM consoli-
dated). In the'case, the U.S. District Court found deficiencies in the 2001
Rock Creek Project Final EIS and directed & SEIS and new Record of Deci-
sion (ROD -he-pre%arsd. The deficlencies found by the U.S, District Court
are that the Final EIS: 1) failed fo clearly require” Revett Silyer.'-C'om_‘;Fanv.
now RACR, to'implement the sediment source. reduction measures during
Phase | of the project; 2) did not consider supplemental’information about
bull: trout ‘populations ‘and 'habitat in a Natiopal Environmental Policy Act
-g\!oEPM document; -and 3) did not clearly show effects on Riparian Habitat
nservation ‘Areas. In addition; to ensure a completa analysis of the pro-
posed mining project; the Information relevant o environmental concerms
and directly refated to tha proposed action or its impacts. il
In January 2015, the Regional Forester approved a new forest plan for the
KNF. The' Draft SEIS' Includes: a'consistency evaluation of %he,.‘g__r%fenfau al-
ternative (Alternative V) with the 2015 Kootenai Forest Plan (KFP). Based
on this eommenc{;analysis.'me ‘Forast Supervisor shall determine whether
‘a KFP amendment is needed for the Rock Creek Project.
(KNF will use:the analysis in the Final SEIS o determine whether to issue
approvals: necessary for construction and operation of the Rock Creek Proj-
ect. The responsible official for'this decision is Forest Supervisor, Christo-
Er;ar. Savage. A postcard announcing the availability of the Draft SEIS has
en sent to all agencies and individuals on the malling list, :
Your comments will be invaluable to the KNF.as.they.
'SEIS and'Record of Decision, In-accordance with 36 Code
ulations (CFR) 218.25, comments must be pos i
from the date tha Notice of Avallabllity of the Draft SEIS s
Faderal Register. The Notice of Availabllity“will be publ
19, 2016 and the 45-day comment pariod will end on April 4
Written comment can be submitted to Michael Huffin
31874 \U.S: 2, Libby, £9923:3022, amall  to:
rockereakmine @fs.fedius. Comments can .also be h: ared to. the
KNF between the hours' of '8:00'a.m. and 4:30 p.m, excluding holidays. The
subject line must contain 'the name:of the project for which you are submitt-
ingicomments. 3 esrsc A .
The predacisional objection process dascribed in 36 'Coda/of Federal Regu-
lations (CFR) 218!ls In effect. Under these regulations, Individuals and enti-
ties who have submitted timely speclfic n comments J.'e'?c rding the
‘Rock: Creek Project .duqng_.ew designated .opportunity for public, comment
are able fo seek. predecisional raview of unresolved concems before a Rec-
ord of Declsion is signed. 36 CFR 218 describas the predecisional objection
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rocess In detall, : IR 1!
n accordance with 36 CFR 218.8., to be eligible to request predecisional
review of ‘unrasolved concems before a Record of Beorii?on is signed, com-
ments must Incluide: (1) name and postal address, (2) title of the proposed

; ; hg the proposed

project or. activity, (3)
or. aclivi
ication of.ident

\ (8 ragard|
, along, ppo i signature. -
) ofI¢  upon request and Identification of the Indi : 3!
who - authored the commqnﬂs}. Far-comments-ﬁa!lrr:‘? multiple’ entitiss or mul-

tiple Individual ture or other means of verification miust be provided
“|'for the Indiv ed 10 represent each entity and ch. individual

In the cas c"p. scanng

i i a lior en
el y-submitted comments, (5) In me
submit their own ‘comments to 'establish. personal “eligibllity; ‘comments 're-
ceived on behalf of an entity are considered as those of the entity only. ‘Al
comments ‘becoms part of the public. record associated with this project,
and. are -av, for_public. review, along with the .name(s) of the

Comments  submitted ‘anonymously will be accepted and
gver, those who submit anonymous comments will not be
predecisional review of unres concems_before a Rec-
Ion s signed under 36 CFR 218. _ e ¥

tion, conce Ir_'g?_ the Rock Creek Project contact Michael
| Coord 'Kootenai National Forest, 31374 U.S. 2, Libby,
3-3022, 406-293-6211, More mtor_rnauon'_;on--ma‘.-gru. ot Rock
oject ‘can be found, ‘on the KNF's'  website:
hitp:/vnwwids. Usda.gov/datall/kootenallandmanagement/projects
Two open house meetings will be held to allow the public.to ask resource
gggcl ista_.guaat(ms. on_the Draft Supplamental /Environmental :Imﬂacl
tement (SEIS) for the, Bock Creek P ‘The fl | will'be held
In Noxon on Tuesday March 15, 201 n Multipur-
pose Center, 300 Noxon Ave, Noxon, MT.from 6:00 Mpm': r The
second maéﬁng' ill be held in_Libby on Wednesday March /16, 2016 ‘at the
g% Hall ‘Ponderosa. Room, 952 E. Spruce, St,, Libby, MT fram €:00 pm.to

:00.pm. . A e
Haksonah&f?c’omm%at_i%s&?.pbf?lm::lpallfe.in the mqutlngs_ sbme provided
upon request for people W sabilities, If you require & s ic accommo-
gggnﬂ,s.,szeqae .contact. Brian Olmsted, ERO Resources Corp.,; at (303)
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