Areas 1, 7, 8, 9, and 10 and a 300-foot-wide survey corridor within a 6,000-foot-wide study
corridor for Study Areas 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 (see enclosed map). They are requesting a larger study
corridor in certain study areas to provide routing flexibility due to the presence of conservation
easements in the vicinity of the study areas. The surveys would be conducted by Dominion and
its consultants Natural Resource Group, LLC and GAI Consultants, Inc.
The study corridors comprise approximately 7,993 acres of NFS lands. Under the 2014 Revised
Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan) for the GWNF, the study corridors occur
primarily within Management Area 13-Mosaics of Habitat with smaller areas of 12D-Remote
Backcountry, 7E1-Dispersed Recreation Areas, 7B-Scenic Corridors, 4D-Special Biological
Areas, 2C3-Eligible Wild and Scenic River Corridor and 4A-Appalachian National Scenic Trail
Corridor. The Forest Plan allows the survey activities identified below to occur within these
management areas.
Routing Survey – Atlantic and its consultants will conduct an initial pedestrian reconnaissance
survey to verify the alignment of the route and make minor adjustments to the proposed
centerline to address engineering requirements, to provide a route that can safely be constructed,
and/or to avoid sensitive resources. Where necessary, the crews will remove minor amounts of
brush using hand tools to navigate the route. The crews will mark the centerline by hanging
biodegradable survey ribbon from trees or other vegetation at line of site intervals and by placing
temporary survey stakes at points of inflection (PI's) along the route. However, no removal of
brush and no stakes will be placed within 100 feet of the Appalachian Trail crossing. The survey
stakes will be removed upon completion of the surveys.
Environmental Survey – Atlantic's consultant will conduct wetland and waterbody delineation
surveys within the 300-foot-wide survey corridor. To observe soil conditions, the biologists will
use a 3-inch Dutch auger or tile spade to dig a soil pit to a depth of approximately 16 to 20 inches
and a width of 3 to 10 inches sufficient to identify the presence or absence of hydric soil
indicators and/or soil saturation. Soil pits will be dug in locations with apparent wetland
characteristics (i.e., saturation, inundation, or hydrophytic vegetation), in areas adjacent to
identified wetlands to confirm upland characteristics, and along the wetland boundary to verify
accurate delineation of the wetland boundary. Spoil excavated from the soil pits will be replaced
and packed by foot with vegetation replaced prior to leaving each sample location.
In conjunction with the wetland and waterbody delineation surveys, the biologists identify
potentially suitable habitat for sensitive species, including federally listed threatened and
endangered species known to occur in the vicinity of the survey corridor. No flora or fauna will be
collected while conducting this survey. Biologists will also document any populations of invasive
weed species that occur within the survey corridor.
Cultural Resources Survey – Atlantic's consultant will conduct a cultural resources survey to
document archaeological sites and other historic resources. Fieldwork will be conducted by
pedestrian reconnaissance and shovel testing within the 300-footwide survey corridor. The field
methodology, data recording, and documentation efforts will meet all state and federal guidelines
for Section 106 compliance, including those provided in the Guidelines for Conducting Survey in
Virginia.
Civil Survey – Atlantic's consultant will conduct a civil survey to document the centerline and
other features along the route. As the survey crews traverse the pipeline route, minor amounts of

