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Ecological Restoration Plans for Hume Lake District in FY2016

Fiscal year 2015 on Hume Lake Ranger District of Sequoia National Forest and Giant Sequoia National Monument was dominated by the on-going drought which contributed to numerous dead and dying trees across the landscape, and the rapid spread of the Rough Fire which burned almost half the district.  Follow up and recovery from these two events is taking place in the following ways:

Rough Fire Imminent Hazard Trees:
· Professional foresters on the Burn Area Emergency Response (BAER) team identified over 850 potential hazard trees along roadsides and recreation sites in their rapid assessment utilizing the R5 Hazard Tree Guidelines.  This assessment helped determine the need for closure of the fire area to public use in autumn of 2015.  

· The fire area will be reassessed using the R5 Hazard Tree Guidelines this spring prior to opening the roads roads and recreation sites for public use. 

· A project is being developed to fell and pile, or allow woodcutters to cut and gather the imminent hazard trees resulting from the Rough Fire.  Scoping is planned to start in April 2016.
Rough Fire BAER:

Funding for initial emergency stabilization was approved to: 

· Detect and treat invasive species; 

· Stabilize and protect heritage resources; 

· Storm proof, close and place warning signs along roads; 

· Close Mill Flat Campground (winter of 2015-2016); 

· Stabilize, and close or place warning signs along trails; and 

· Conduct implementation effectiveness monitoring.

Conduct a Landscape Analysis of the Rough Fire Area to:

· Determine which projects in the planning process need modification, 

· Mill Flat Creek Road Management project (no modification to date)
· Pine Ridge Fuels Reduction (terminate treatments in fire perimeter, continue prescribed burning outside fire perimeter
· Millwood OHV Staging Area Redesign (no modification to date)
· Identify new projects necessary to move the existing conditions closer to the desired condition as described in the Giant Sequoia National Monument Management Plan (using vegetation burn severity and other data sources).

· Rough Fire Initial Planting on 500 acres of the almost 4,000 acres of high severity burn in Mill Flat Creek Drainage (scoped February 2016)

· Identify monitoring needs and potential partners for implementation: 

· Water quality monitoring with Water Board, Kings River Conservation District, and National Park Service (NPS)

· Sequoia grove response to climate change, drought and fire with NPS, Forest province ecologist, and the sequoia science cooperative 

· Refine sequoia grove zone of influence land allocation

Boulder Creek Fuels Restoration (Boulder) Project Status Review:

· Overlays of the Rough Fire and Boulder project boundary show all but approximately 350 acres were burned at some level of severity in the Rough Fire (See Figure 1). [287 acres in wilderness and 67 acres near Heart Mdw using GIS measure tool]

· Need field verification to confirm no further fuels restoration treatments are necessary at this time to meet project objectives.

· Identify monitoring opportunities/needs for Evans Grove Complex, Deer Meadow and Agnew sequoia groves (see list under Landscape Analysis for Rough Fire area).

Grant Landscape Resiliency Initiative:

· This area encompasses several hundred acres of National Forest System lands surrounding the Grant Grove developed area (see Figure 2).

· McKenzie Ranch Fuels Reduction Project was identified in the initial proposal to complete implemention

· Projects initially identified to plan and implement include: 

· Big Stump Redwood Fuel Restoration (scoped in March 2014)

· Sequoia Creek Burn (project crosses boundary of SQF and NPS)

· Maintain Fuelbreaks in Eshom area (scoping planned in March 2016)

· Panoramic Point Burn (project crosses boundary of SQF and NPS)

· Tower Burn (project crosses boundary of SQF and NPS)

· Addional potential projects:

· Upper Mill Flat Creek Fuels Reduction/Restoration resulting from Rough Fire (may include YMCA Camp and NPS lands)

· Eshom Ecological Restoration resulting from drought and insect mortality (may include Whitaker Forest and NPS lands)

· Sequoia Grove Restoration (may include Converse Basin, Grant, Abbott, Cherry Gap, Bearskin and Landslide groves).

· Aspen Grove Restoration (scoped in May 2015)

How can the interested public become involved?

· Participate in field trips to specific portions of the fire burned areas, specifically sequoia groves, may be scheduled for spring/summer

· Attend information meetings as they are scheduled for specific project planning (e.g. Rough Landscape Analysis, Eshom Ecological Restoration, etc.) 

· Respond to scoping letters, whether supportive or with constructive comments to improve a project proposal.  
###
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Figure 1: Portions of Boulder Project burned in 2015 Rough Fire
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Figure 2: Initial Proposal showing Area Potential Area Extent
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