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PreliminaryThreat of Deforested Conditions in the Rough Fire

The following information is excerpted from:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/r5/landmanagement/resourcemanagement/?cid=fseprd491485&width=full
Background

Tree covered forest land provides many values including: wildlife habitat, stable watersheds, cleaner air, and wood fiber for energy generation and building materials. The website listed above offers an assessment of tree loss due to wildfires and indirectly the resultant broad scale losses for all the benefits that forested lands offer. The intent is to increase awareness of the levels of deforested conditions occurring on National forests in California, improve communication among concerned citizens, and begin to identify reforestation needs as part of the broader ecosystem restoration objective.

The assessment on this web site utilizes estimates developed immediately post-fire. The imagery used to make these estimates may be acquired late in the year when sun angles are low due to fire containment dates. Fire effects on north facing slopes can be hidden due to topographic shadows caused by low sun angles. Therefore, high severity fire effects in these data may be under-represented. Low to moderate severity in dense stands on east, west, or south aspects may also be under-represented due to a low sun illumination angle. This assessment includes fire incidents that burn more than 1,000 acres of forestland on national forests. These same fire incidents will be remapped one-year post-fire by the Monitoring Trends in Burn Severity (MTBS) program (www.mtbs.gov).

Definition of Terms:

Deforested Conditions-The website uses this term to mean the fire burned at high severity and not enough trees are left alive for the forest to function normally. Most of the area has less than 20% canopy cover. It is different than professional definition of the term deforestation, which connotes a more permanent change in land use.
Forested Conditions-The website uses this term to mean the fire burned at lower severity and enough trees remain for the forest to function normally. Most of the area has more than 20% canopy cover.
Treatment-The website uses this term to mean any of a set of human activities that can assist the natural recovery of trees. Treatments include any combination of dead wood rearrangement, removal, or disposal (with or without commercial value; by any feasible method, including logging, piling, masticating, burning, etc.) for site preparation. Treatments also include planting, seeding, and monitoring for natural regeneration without site preparation. Treatments also include follow-up release to control vegetation that competes with trees during the early establishment period (by any feasible method).
	Summary of Vegetation Conditions after the Rough Fire on the Sequoia and Sierra National Forests (acres)

	vegetation type
	treatments NOT permitted
	treatments permitted
	treatments permitted
	total within fire perimeter
	Sequoia Forest totals

	
	deforested condition
	forested condition
	deforested condition
	forested condition
	deforested condition
	forested condition
	
	

	
	
	
	steep ground
( > 30 % slope)
	flat ground
( < 30 % slope)
	
	

	alpine
	15
	244
	0.59
	159
	0.69
	172
	590
	0

	fir types
	492
	2,746
	136
	1,533
	110
	2,369
	7,387
	97

	pine types
	1,514
	1,111
	3,453
	2,314
	1,485
	1,245
	11,122
	4,489

	mixed conifer types
	3,034
	5,847
	7,094
	10,501
	4,532
	9,297
	40,305
	8,845

	closed cone conifers
	15
	94
	3
	19
	0.06
	42
	172
	0

	hardwood
	3,052
	4,520
	16,527
	11,915
	2,954
	1,816
	40,784
	11,985

	Sub Total
	8,122
	14,561
	27,214
	26,440
	9,081
	14,941
	100,360
	25,416

	shrub/non-forest
	34,987
	

	other ownership
	10,237
	

	Total
	145,584
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