
 

 
 

 
 

   

           
           

       

               

                                           

                   

                                   

                                 

                                                   
                                       

                                 

HURON‐MANISTEE NF 

DRAFT ‐Monitoring Questions / Indicators ‐Monitoring Transition ‐ 2012 Planning Rule Requirements 

NOTE: BLUE = modified question; Black = new question; GREEN = keep current question; RED = not practicable at this time 

Old 
Monitoring 
Number 

New 
Monitoring 
Number Monitoring Question Indicators Original Wording 

1. THE STATUS OF SELECT WATERSHED CONDITIONS. 36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)(i) 

New 1 What is the status of select watershed conditions? 
Watershed Condition Class Score (25 indicators) - 24 
Attributes Associated With 12 Core National Watershed 
Condition Indicators 

NA 

2. THE STATUS OF SELECT ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS INCLUDING KEY CHARACTERISTICS OF TERRESTRIAL AND AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS. 36 CFR 

New 2 
Does the HMNFs have adequate acres of trembling and 
bigtooth aspen in early successional habitat? (Early seral 
stage aspen with a high aspen compostion) 

Acres of aspen in the 0-9 age class with adequate 
regeneration? NA 

3. THE STATUS OF FOCAL SPECIES TO ASSESS THE ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS REQUIRED UNDER 219.9. 36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)(iii) 

New 2 
Does the HMNFs have adequate acres of trembling and 
bigtooth aspen in early successional habitat? (Early seral 
stage aspen with a high aspen compostion) 

Acres of aspen in the 0-9 age class with adequate 
regeneration? NA 

4. THE STATUS OF A SELECT SET OF THE ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS REQUIRED UNDER 219.9 TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE RECOVERY OF FEDERALLY LISTED THREATENED AND ENDANGERED 
SPECIES , CONSERVE PROPOSED AND CANDIDATE SPECIES, AND MAINTAINS A VIABLE POPULATION OF EACH SPECIES OF CONSERVATION CONCERN. 36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)(iv) 

15 3

 To what Extent is forest plan implementation contributing 
to the conservation of federally-listed endangered, 
threatened, or proposed species, and to the conservation 
of species of viability concern. 

Number of Kirtland's warbler singing males counted in the 
censusand estimated Karner blue butterfly abundance 
from surveys. 

Are minimum viable populations of appropriate 
native and desirable non‐native species being 
maintained within the planning area? 

NA 

NA Will be 
part of 3 

when SCC 
are 

established 
by RF 

Are minimum viable populations of appropriate native 
and desirable non-native species being maintained within 
the planning area? 

NA NA 

5. THE STATUS OF VISITOR USE, VISITOR SATISFACTION, AND PROGRESS TOWARD MEETING RECREATION OBJECTIVES. 36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)(v) 



 

 

 

 

           
           

         

                                                      
   

     

                                               

                                         

New 4 What is the status of visitor use and visitor satisfaction? 

• NVUM data report 
o Annual Visitation Estimates (by type of visit - day use, 
developed, general forest area, designated wilderness 
visits) 
o Description of Visit (demographics, visit descriptions, 
activities) 
o Economic Information (spending, substitute behavior, 
etc.) 
o Visitor Satisfaction 
o Wilderness Visit Demographics 

NA 

6. MEASURABLE CHANGES ON THE PLAN AEA RELATED TO CLIMATE CHANGE AND OTHER STRESSORS THAT MY BE AFFECTING THE PLAN AREA. 36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)(vi) 

New 5 How are the occurrence, intensity, and distribution of 
pests and pathogens changing on an annual basis? 

Acres infected /infested and insects and diseases found 
on the Forests NA 

7. PROGRESS TOWARD MEETING THE DESIRED CONDITIONS AND OBJECTIVES IN THE PLAN, INCLUDIING PROVIDING FOR MULTIPLE USE OPPORTUNITIES. 36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)(vii) 

2 6 How close are projected outputs and services to actual? 

Acres of timber harvested. Acres and volume of timber 
harvested by silvicultural method and wood class 
(softwood vs hardwood). Acres or miles accomplished 
annually by management activity or practice. Compare to 
tables in appendix D of the Plan. 

No Change 

8. THE EFFECTS OF EACH MANAGEMENT SYSTEM TO DETERMINE THAT THEY DO NOT SUBSTANTIALLY AND PERMANENTLY IMPAIR THE PRODUCTIVITY OF THE LAND (16 U.S.C. 1604 (g)(3)(c). 
36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)(viii) 

6 7 
Are the effects of Forest management, including 
prescriptions, resulting in significant changes in 
productivity of the land? 

Growth metrics of trees and remaining soil nutrient stocks 
following different harvest scenarios on FS land- data 
from LTSP study plot on Huron side of Forest. 

No Change 

OTHER QUESTIONS 

7 8 Are harvested lands adequately restocked after 5 years? 

Number of acres certified from stands harvested five year 
previous. All stands should be certified within five years 
or remedial actions taken to provide adequate stocking if 
certification has not been met. Also the number of acres 

where stocking surveys have been completed from 
harvested lands to show that monitoring of regeneration is 

taking place. 

No Change 

8 9 
To what extent have conditions or information changed 
the classification of lands as "not suited" for timber 
production or "suitable" for timber production? 

Acres moved to suitable from non-suitable or vice versa. 
To what extent is timber management 
occurring on lands suitable for such 
production? 

20 & 21 10 To what extent has the forest used fuels treatments to 
reduce hazardous fuels 

Acres treated by mechanical and presecribed fire by 
Wildfire Condition Class See Removed Questions 20 & 21 



 

 

11 11 What are the population trends of management indicator 
species? 

Number of active bald eagle nests and nest productivity, 
Average number of ruffed grouse drums per stop, for 
Brook Trout: Relative (Catch-Per-Unit-Effort) , total (e.g. 
pounds/acre, fish/acre), or age-class abundance of brook 
trout and mottled sculpin, number of Kirtland's warbler 
singing males, Estimated Karner blue butterfly 
abundance. 

No Change 

22 12 
To what extent is forest management contributing or 
responding to populations of terrestrial / aquatic non-
native invasive species of concern? 

Number of acres treated and monitored for non-native 
invasive species by fiscal year. No Change 

10 & 16 
Combined 13 

What is the mix (product ratio) of sawtimber and 
pulpwood produced and what is the output level of non-
chargeable timber (restoration treatments), versus 
chargeable (ASQ)? 

Total volume sold for chargeable and nonchargeable 
fiscal year (PTSR201F TIM Report). 
Ratio of sawtimber and pulpwood sold volume by fiscal 
year (CUTS203F TIM Report). 
Acres by silvicultural method by fiscal year (FACTS query 
report). 
(Reports by forest type or vegetation class as depicted in 
Appendix D of the 2006 Forest Plan are not obtainable 
from corporate databases). 

What mix of harvest products by timber type 
will be produced? What is the mix as to non-

chargeable versus chargeable? 


