Challis/Yankee Fork Ranger District

TIMBER
The Salmon-Challis South Zone timber group continued to provide

crew completed over 90 acres of whitebark pine release thinning on
Big Hill, two timber sales designated for wildland urban interface pro-
tection were completed and closed in the Cape Horn area, and we
prepared six 50 individual tree permits for specialty forest products

users.

BUSINESS/ADMINISTRATION
The Business/Administration group continued to provide the public
with top-notch customer service and Forest information. The group
also collaborated with other disciplines to address the vast and di-
verse inquiries our agency challenges us with. Additionally 1,933
cords of personal use firewood, 823 maps, and 211 Christmas tree
tags were sold.

forest products to the public in fiscal year 2015. In addition, the timber

including: gate logs, pole barn material, and saw timber for small local

.} TRAILS
The South Zone Trails
Program was especially

| this year. Collectively we
.} worked on several trail
projects logging close to
4000 hours of work with

HERITAGE the Student Conservation

The South Zone Heritage Program pro-
vided archaeological field training to five
Shoshone-Bannock Tribal Members
through a participating agreement be-
tween the forest and the Tribes. Togeth-
er we completed archeological surveys
in support of range, fuels, and special
use permit administration.

tana Conservation Corps,
Youth Employment Pro-
gram, and ldaho Parks
and Recreation

performed on a variety of
trails on the South Zone.

FIRE
With the exception of one
fire, local crews contained
all district fires within a 24-
hour period. Due to the
slower year locally, the

the National suppression
effort by sending re-
sources across the West
including a helicopter module, a type-two hand crew, and several
overhead positions to Alaska for assistance with their fires. In addition
to their fire duties, fire personnel assisted various other projects
across the Forest including: slinging trees into the Yankee Fork River
for fish habitat, burning numerous landing piles for the timber pro-
gram, thinning various aspen stands for the fuels program, and sling-
ing supplies to the minerals program to assist in mine closures.

grateful to work with some
outstanding partners again

Association (Moyer), Mon-

RECREATION

The Developed/Dispersed Recreation
Program continued to provide high quali-
ty service to our visiting public. A large
crowd enjoyed Custer Day in July and
the Dredge Association celebrated its

.| 75th anniversary in August with free
tours. Our campgrounds continue to be
destination points for recreationists far
and wide thanks to the joint efforts of

1 district crews to include the youth con-

|| servation crews, fire, timber, fuels and
trails. Their assistance was invaluable to
keeping our sites safe and enjoyable.

MINERALS
The Minerals shop completed
four AML closures on the dis-
trict in 2015; one foam closure
and three bat-friendly grates,
like the one pictured below.

The Range Program completed
implementation monitoring on ten
endangered species act (ESA) allot-
ments, long term effectiveness on
three ESA allotments, and imple-
mented two fencing projects includ-
ing one in priority fish habitat.
Range also completed permit administration on all 20 active grazing
allotments and the Challis-Yankee Fork and Middle Fork allotments.

Crews. Twenty eight miles
of heavy maintenance was

Forest was able to support

FUELS
The South Zone Fuels Program, hosted by the Challis-Yankee Fork
Ranger District, accomplished a total of 2,000 acres of prescribed fire,
thinning, or aspen restoration treatments across the South Zone of the
Forest this year. Within the Challis municipal watershed, 367 acres of
thinning and hand piling projects reduced the probability of a high se-
verity wildfire, increased forest health and resiliency by treating conifer
stands heavily infected by mistletoe, improved habitat and forage for
wildlife species, and created a fuel break to protect private residences
along the adjacent Forest Service boundary. This project also included
work with the Shoshone-Bannock Tribe’s Archeological Survey Train-
ing Program and provided work for the local Youth Conservation Corps
and Student Conservation Association crew. Other treatments on the
South Zone included 11 miles
of roadside tree thinning along
Highway 21 to improve visibil- &
ity, reduce animal vehicle colli- %@M :
sions, and increase the size of
the natural firebreak along the
highway. Lastly, fuel condition
data collection within the Bart-
lett Farm Bill area and pile
burns were completed to re-
move slash across all districts.




Oversaw a large workforce that included 2 biologists, 11
seasonals, and 2 interns

Completed implementation of the Upper Yankee Fork
Large Wood Restoration Project (collaborative effort
with numerous partners)

Completed additional work on the Preachers Cove Stream
Restoration Project (collaborative effort with numerous
partners)

Completed long term monitoring and weed control work on
the Pond Series 3 Stream Channel Restoration project

Assisted numerous partners with planning for the planning
the West Fork Confluence Stream Restoration Project

Conducted fish population assessments in numerous
streams and lakes

Completed stream temperature monitoring for the Pond
Series 3 project, Morgan Creek Allotment, Challis
Creek Allotment, Upper Pahsimeroi Allotment, and
Mosquito Flat Reservoir

Conducted monitoring associated with biological opinions
on livestock allotments and stream diversions

Salvaged fish from canals and placed them back into the
streams

Completed trail maintenance on the Merriam Lake Trail

Worked with the fire program to remove an abandoned
diversion on Park Creek

Provided support to the Elevenmile Fire

Provided support to the forest engineering, fire, trails,
range, wildlife, YCC, recreation, timber-fuels, special
uses, and watershed programs

Received the Regional Forester’s Partnership Award for
our collaborative restoration efforts on the Yankee
Fork



Fisheries

¢ Worked with Idaho Dept. of Fish and Game in
releasing mountain whitefish in historically oc-
cupied habitat

¢ Continued with Sawmill Canyon brook trout
removal project E

¢ Enhanced golden trout spawning habitat at Bap- |
tie Lake

¢ Moved bull trout and rainbow from the Sawmill
Diversion Canal and put them back into Sawmill
Creek

¢ Completed the Cabin Creek Channel Restora-
tion project

¢ Worked with Mackay High School students in
their project to rear and release golden trout

YCC member Kali Gamett

releasing whitefish

Butte Middle School students dissecting
a rainbow

Range

¢ 11 Allotments
administered to
standard

¢ Assisted fish
crew in installing fish exclosures
on Mill Creek

¢ Rebuilt an exclosure on Warm
Creek to protect bull trout
spawning habitat

Fish Tech Scott Smyer with a large
Grayling at Rough Lake

Recreation

¢ Renovated Copper Basin Cabin to make
it available for public use

¢ RAC-funded YCC crews maintained
campgrounds and trails

¢ Maintained all of the campgrounds, trail-

heads and key recreational sites such as
Waterfall Trail deck
¢ Created a recreation site at Ball Park

Lost River YCC crew pruning trees at Phi Kappa

Campground

Range Tech Laura Rose conducting
utilization surveys

Lost River YCC crew working on new
Ball Park recreation site

Wildlife

¢ 22 sage grouse
were fitted with
radio collars

¢ Sage grouse nest-
ing success was
monitored

¢ Conducted Fuel-
Veg integrated
NEPA analysis

Rec Tech Dave Doerr
staining exterior of Radio-collared sage grouse

Copper Cabin




Wilderness Management and Trails Program

¢ Cleared 228 miles of trails with help from a wide range of partners; Selway-
Bitterroot-Frank Church Foundation, Montana Conservation Corps, Student Conser-
vation Association, Backcountry Horsemen, and Ouitfitters on the Middle Fork
District. =G| Fi

+ Packed timbers into Sulphur Creek for bridge
repairs using complex tandem-packing tech-
niques to move various length timbers, and
then utilized the MCC to implement the bridge
maintenance during a multi-week project.

¢ Maintained the |

Mahoney Airstrip &:-_ %

with assistance

from volunteer aviators by partnering with the ldaho

Aviation Network and Middle Fork River Patrol. Em-

ployees and volunteers maintained the directional wind

sock, painted approach markers, and replaced a new pit

toilet near the airstrip. Using draft animals the Forest
Service crew filled in large and potentially dangerous “elk wallows” while utilizing
an ungulate repellent layered into the fill.

+ Outreached and executed a National Trails Day on the forest, clearing several miles
of heavily logged-in trails with help from several volunteers on the Halstead Trail.

+ Provided pack support for fire on the Roughneck Lookout for pack-in and pack-out
operations.

+ Fire support for Middle Fork Complex and Elevenmile Fires as READs, EMTSs, and
guards.

« Jim McClure-Jerry Peak Wilderness boundary signage was established along with
the exploration of new funding sources to maintain the newest wilderness on the
Salmon-Challis National Forest!

# Prioritized trail maintenance needs with person-to-person input from the land-based
outfitters, and received their support for wilderness crews.

Fisheries
. Idaho Fish & Game Collaboration on Middle Fork
Salmon River fish monitoring

. Completed bull trout MIS monitoring at three long-
term monitoring sites

. Completed Middle Fork Floating Biological Opinion monitoring

[ We conducted redd surveys during the Chinook Salmon spawning season
(Aug. 15 — Sept. 15) during several float trips and with helicopter detection.

. 13 redds were found between Boundary and the confluence with the
Main Salmon

. 13 redds were found between Hwy 21 on Marsh Creek and Big Hole
. 3 redds were found between Big Hole and Boundary Creek

o Redds were flagged 100 ft. above and below the redd, and boaters are asked
to move to opposite side of channel when seeing flagging to avoid redds

[ One carcass sample was also collected for genetics and sent to IF&G

[ Trail cameras were set up to monitor boater compliance

3 Evaluating stream temperature data
to evaluate:

[ The impacts of management
activities on stream tempera-
tures

([ What stream temperatures
would be in natural conditions
. Several along the Middle
Fork Salmon River

Middle Fork of the Salmon River

The river program provided an outstanding recreation
experience to 11,129 boaters as they floated this 104-mile
wild and scenic river. Remote guard stations were staffed
throughout the high-use float season, May 8th to Oct.
11th. In 2015, launch site and river patrol personnel:

*

Invasive Species

Our program continued to work
with partners to survey, treat and
monitor invasive plant throughout
the south zone of the forest. With
the assistance of state, counties and
cooperative weed management area
members, plus the student conser- -
vation association, over 4,320 acres -~

Nger District

Educated 3855 private boaters about wilderness
ethics, leave-no-trace practices, heritage protection,
and Chinook Salmon at the launch sites.

Inspected 2,802 private boats for aquatic invasive :
species. 1 e 2
Provided updated fire information to boaters at the Flying B during the Middle Fork
Complex Fire, support to the firefighters, and coordinated river camp information
and closures with the team.

Upgraded launch site satellite and computer equipment to provide more efficient
service. Continued to provide the public with online reservations and lotteries within
the Recreation.gov platform and work with Recreation OneStop to meet the Presi-
dential E-Initiatives.

Installed a stationary hand wash station at Boundary Creek to help prevent the
spread of norovirus.

Completed various trainings including; cross-cut saw, wilderness first aid, swift
water rescue, Chinook redd training and forest protection officer training.

Worked on archeologically sensitive camps to discourage and prevent boaters from
camping in and near sensitive areas such as pit houses, pictograph areas and histori-
cal features.

Installed the Sheepeater interpretive sign at Indian Creek.
Hosted Native American Interpreter Diana Yupe., who
provides a preservation message to visitors at Indian
Creek.

Removed 445 pounds of trash, wreckage, and miscellane- .
ous garbage from the river corridor.

Assisted the Wilderness Crew with grading the Mahoney Airstrip and building a pit
toilet near the airstrip.

Painted all the picnic tables at Dagger Falls and Boundary Creek Campground.

Provided river support to various forest programs including; weeds, trail, fisheries,
heritage, and fire crews.

Participated in a district float trip to discuss river management issues including;
hazard trees, heritage sites, Frissell condition class and campsite management.

i
ikl 1A

of invasive plants were treated using a combination of mechanical, chemical and
biological techniques.
A few highlights of our 2015 season were:

Began Burned Area Emergency Response activities for the Lodgepole Fire.
Surveyed all of the Middle Fork Salmon River boater camps, treated invasive plants
in many.

Assisted in the collection and distribution of biological control agents for Rush
Skeletonweed.

Twelve people (crew and partners) spent three days working on and around the



Lands Special Uses
FY15 Accomplishments

2 SCA Volunteers inspected 35 Ditch Bill Easement water transmis-
sion systems on all Ranger Districts of the Forest between August
and the end of September 2015. Many of these sites had not been
inspected since the easements were issued over 20 years ago.




Salmon-Challis National Forest Minerals Program

o, ;0';5.' (g 2015 Accomplishments @@ Qg ‘;? %

COORDINATION (External/lnternal)
Idaho Transportation Department
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes

Bureau of Land Management

NOAA Fisheries

Environmental Protection Agency

Idaho Dept. of Environmental Quality
Idaho-Wyoming Zone Land Adjustments
SCNF Airbase, CYFRD Helitack

Many others . . .

MINERALS ADMINISTRATION, NEPA
55 Active/Inactive Operations inspected
3 New Plans of Operation received

3 Notices of Intent Received

ABANDONED MINE LANDS
44 closures, 1 repair

18 Monitored

7 EAs, 1 CE in progress 10 Inventoried

Coordination and information
sharing with Helena, Gallatin, Bea-
verhead-Deer Lodge, Sawtooth
NFs and Washington Office AML
Staff on internet claim sales, po-
tential adit breaches, potential
cultural disturbance

2 EIS in progress — Thompson Creek Mine Expansion Draft
ROD; Big Creek Geothermal contracted

OCCUPANCIES —
RESOLVED OR IDENTIFIED FOR FUTURE ACTION

Adams Cabin Removed (Middle Fork Wallace Creek, SCRD)

Ferguson Cabin Removed (Beaver Creek, SCRD)
Pern Cabin Removed (Arnett Creek, SCRD)
Kimball Cabin Identified (Leadbelt, LRRD)

Soliday Cabin Identified (East Boulder Creek, NFRD)

Goldstone Cabin — Possible Volunteer Agreement (Pratt
Creek, LRD)

GEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

3 caves managed Forestwide
Vandalism reported in one cave, plans to close with lockable grate
One Cave Management Plan drafted



North Fork B30

Heritage Resources

The North Zone Heritage Team worked on 40 Section 106 review projects in
support of the Range, Timber/Fuels, Minerals, Recreation, Special Uses,

: Lands , Fisheries, Weeds, Fire and Engineering . This work included:

26 field surveys covering over two thousand acres.
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Vegetation Management
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® Completed Timber Cruising for the Stateline Stewardship Timber Sale.

*Marked and cruised the Cougar-Phelan Timber Sale.

*Marked the Far North Timber sale.

*Laid out Anderson Mountain meadow restoration units.

*Completed 2,000 acres of Natural Regeneration surveys in Salt Fire area.
*Completed Old Growth Surveys in 3,000 acre of Phelan-Sharkey Project .
*Completed a plantation thinning project in Lick Creek.

*Laid out and began timber marking the Granite South Timber Sale.

*Worked with Fuels Crew to prepare Joint Chiefs Fuels Reduction Units

® Layout and signing of Cougar-Phelan personal use Post and Pole Unit

°
®  Documentation of 29 cultural sites and evaluation of many others.
°

Completion of 21 cultural resource inventory reports. ? s
| Developed Recreation:
Over the course of the “peak season”,
the North Zone Developed Recreation
Crew maintained, to standard: 24
Campgrounds, 10 Trailheads, 9 Con-
centrated Use Areas, 7 Picnic Areas, 5
& Boat Ramps/Docks, 3 Interpretive =
| Sites, and 1 Rental Cabin, and 1 Human %
Waste Disposal Site.

Heritage Program Accomplishments
(] Rehabilitation of the Granite Mountain Lookout with the Student Con-
servation Association and Fire Staff.

Finalized inventory and mapping in Camas and Waterfall Creeks in the
Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness.

Completion of a long outstanding archaeological test excavation report
for the Indianola Guard Station.

Completed weeks of work in GIS and cultural resource database man-
agement.

Fuels Reduction in the Upper North Fork Area

® 170 acres had mechanical fuels reduction and slash piling completed
which reduced the fuel profile and tree stocking densities thereby improv-
ing forest health and ecosystem sustainability.

§ Trails:

i The trail crew had multiple partner

1 projects including working with Mon-

| tana Conservation Corp to improve
the Hat Lakes area trails and the
] Northwest Youth Corp in continuing
improvements on the Continental
Divide Trail. Of the 1,220 miles of

4 trail on the North Zone, 332 were

4 maintained to standard in 2015.

Fuels reduction projects on both Forest Service and private lands were
implemented during a time when drought conditions and wildfire activity
was the worst it has been in decades in Idaho.

Increased public awareness of wildfire risk and the importance of reduc-
ing fuels adjacent to infrastructure to provide defensible space. These
efforts helped incorporate the concepts of the national cohesive strategy.
Regional Above Base funding was used to complete 383 acres with 82
completed around Twin Creek Campground in FY15 and 345 acres com-
pleted near Lost Trail Pass in 2016.

| The Wilderness crew completed
trail work in conjunction with part-

4 ners including the Student Conser-

4 vation Corps and the Selway Bit-

§ terrot Frank Church Foundation.
These volunteer efforts resulted in
over 4,300 hours in labor. 135 miles
of trail were improved and multi-
ple drainage structures built with

§| emphasis this year on making

il routes in the Bighorn Crags Area
safer for stock travel.

National Joint Chiefs Funding was used to complete 170 acres of fuels
reduction near Gibbonsville Cemetery and along the Hwy 93 corridor;

Washington Office funding was used to complete 156 acres of fuels reduc-
tion in 2015 and 258 acres in 2016.

Aspen Stand restoration occurred on 22 acres in Upper North Fork Area.

Rivers:

The river checkers issued approximately 750 permits and put over 12,000 indi-
viduals across the Corn Creek Ramp. They also conducted required gear checks
and gave orientation talks to each party going downriver. The Rivers Opera-
tion’s Crew supported multiple Forest resource shops including weeds, heritage,
minerals and special uses by providing float boat planning, support, gear and
personnel to transport employees on the river.




ADMIN
& Assisted in the painting of Sharkie Building
« Participated in District Hunter Patrol & Up-
dated Manuals and Handbooks on Pay &
Leave, TIMS/POSS, ETS2-Travel, Corre-
spondence DB, etc. and set up Admin Folder
on O Drive # Assisted SAB with Seasonal
Fire Time & Travel & Presentation to Leader-
ship Team to Fill Positions in Admin. « Updat-
i ed all the Janitorial Contracts for the North
. Zone & Completed Printer, Copier, and Fax
Inventories # Site Visits to Cobalt and Moyer
with Safety Committee

RANGE
1 & 23 Various Photo Records
including Lentic site monitoring,
allotment inspections and water
- developments

& 37 Riparian Monitoring Loca-
. tions were completed
" 4120 Upland Monitoring Loca-
\ tions were completed
4 44 Livestock Use Modules
were completed

=48 & 5 Full Multiple Indicator Moni-

toring Sites were completed and 2 new sites were established
4 Range assisted Wildlife, Fuels and the SCA crew in laying out and
installing two exclosures around treated Aspen stands in the South
Fork of Williams Allotment

& Currently working on Lee to Cove range analysis hoping to have a
decision early in 2017
415 Habitat Assessment Framework (HAF) studies for sage grouse

# North Zone has completed 4 range improvement projects through
small NEPA

FISHERIES
# Kids Fishing Fair and Derby |
June 13, 2015 - 65 registered
kids, ages 16 years old and &
younger & over $1,500 of"
sponsor donated prizes were |
handed out to the kids. Over
150 fish were caught during !
the four hour fishing derby "
«Electrofishing Monitoring Stations - Completed 54 electrofish-
ing surveys. Of those electrofishing surveys, 19 were bull trout Man-
agement Indicator Species (MIS) monitoring stations & 17 miles of
streams restored or enhanced on the north zone & Bull Trout Allot-
ments - Completed 19 Range Allotment BO Monitoring Reports
for the 2013 grazing season 4 Bull Trout Redd Surveys - completed
15 bull trout redd surveys # Chinook salmon and Steelhead Allot-
ments - Completed 5 Range Allotment BO Monitoring Reports for
the 2013 grazing season & 25th Annual Salmon, Idaho Kids Ice Fish-
ing Derby Jan 30, 2016 -62 registered kids, ages 16 years old and
younger & over $1,500 of sponsor donated prizes were handed out to
the kids. There were sixteen $25.00 tag fish sponsors from local mer-
chants and private citizens totaling $400 of potential prize winnings.
Over 100 fish were caught during the four hour fishing derby .

WEEDS

& FCRONR River Hitch With the help of
Idaho Adventures the crew covered 20 river
miles and 550 acres in search of Rush Skele-
tonweed and St. Johnswort on an 8-day hitch
down the Salmon main. A total of 10 acres
were sprayed with herbicide. # Biological
Control Efforts This year the weeds crew
L | made 24 biological control releases for Spot-
ted Knapweed and five for Yellow Toadflax.
We were ecstatic to find collectable levels of
a Leafy Spurge agent that was released in
low numbers six years ago near Deadwater

Hiking for Rush
Skeletonweed at
Legend Creek.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

# LEO Amanda Schramm con-

ducted cooperative horse patrols

with Idaho Department of Fish

and Game Officers on the

Leadore and North Fork Ranger
Districts # In August, LEO

| horseback in the Big Horn Crags
- with the purpose of learning more
- about the Wilderness in her patrol

- F= '_'.~';-
NORTH Z’GNE FUND AISER s
The North Zone held a benefit fundraiser at.their holiday party in
December to suppqrt Iocal charltles -Employees raised aver

tween the /
Prec -Whe

both orgar

and had not been observed since. The crew also found that the Rush
Skeletonweed gall mite has spread into several new locations. 4
Stock Work Throughout the season the crew spent a lot of time
using stock to get to hard to reach infestations. Areas treated with the
help of stock included Williams Basin, Ax Park Trail, Gant Ridge Trail,
Cow Creek, Horse Creek Trail, and the Colt Creek ouffitters camp. #
Leadore Early Detection/Rapid Response The North Zone weeds
crew and Chemilogical Weed Management (under contract with the
Forest Service) covered a combined 2,253 acres on the Leadore
Ranger District. We now have an updated inventory of the district and
have treated most infestations along roadways.

FIRE
« Staffed 23 North Zone fires 4 Man-
aged 6 natural ignitions to achieve wil-
derness management plan objectives

S for a total of over 5,000 acres # Assist-
ed cooperators in several wildland fire
incidents. #aResponded to numerous
incidents within the state of Idaho and
throughout the

nation.




