USDA

=
United States Department of Agriculture

Forest Service

Allegheny National Forest

ews Release

Warren, PA 16365

Web: www.fs.usda.gov/allegheny/ Media Contact: Ruth Sutton
Voice: 814.728.6100

Cell: 814.596.7214
rsutton@fs.fed.us

Release No.: FY161916

Allegheny National Forest Proposes Changes to Monitoring Program

Warren, Pa. (March 9, 2016) — The Allegheny National Forest is seeking comments on
proposed changes to its monitoring program that will bring it into compliance with new Forest
Service planning regulations. “The 2012 Planning Rule requires that national forests’
monitoring programs include key measurements that gauge how forests move towards
achieving desired conditions and objectives,” said Forest Supervisor Sherry Tune.

The changes to the ANF monitoring program is posted on the Allegheny National Forest’'s
website’s Quick Links” section: http://www.fs.usda.gov/allegheny/.

Comments need to be received by April 4, 2016 to be considered in the development of the
final updated monitoring program. They can either be:

e Sent electronically to Collin Shephard at collinmshephard@fs.fed.us,

e Mailed to: Allegheny National Forest — Supervisor’'s Office; 4 Farm Colony Drive;
Warren, PA 16365.

e Hand-delivered to the Supervisor's Office weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

For additional information, please contact Collin Shephard at (814) 728-6142 or
collinmshephard@fs.fed.us.
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The U.S. Forest Service is an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, with a mission of
sustaining the health, diversity and productivity of the nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations. The Forest Service’s Eastern Region has 17 national forests
and one national tallgrass prairie located throughout 20 Midwestern and Eastern states. We're spread
from Maine to Minnesota and from Maryland to Missouri. For more information, visit
www.fs.usda.gov/R9.

The U.S. Forest Service manages 193 million acres of public land, provides assistance to state and
private landowners, and maintains the largest forestry research organization in the world. The public
lands that the Forest Service manages, contribute more than $13 billion to the economy each year
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through visitor spending alone. Those same lands provide 20 percent of the nation’s clean water
supply, a value estimated at $7.2 billion per year. The agency has either a direct or indirect role in
stewardship of about 80 percent of the 850 million forested acres within the U.S. and includes 100
million acres that are urban forests where most Americans live. For more information, visit
www.fs.usda.gov/.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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