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The Ottawa Visitor Center  
 
The Ottawa Visitor Center is located on 
the corner of US 2 and Hwy 45 in 
Watersmeet, Michigan, and serves as the 
gateway to the Forest. 
 
The Ottawa Visitor Center has been open 
to the public since May 1971. The mission 
of the Center is to foster understanding, 
appreciation, and enjoyment of the natural, 
cultural, recreational, and wilderness 
resources of the Ottawa National Forest. 
 
Through interpretive programs and 
displays, our goal is to help build public 
understanding and appreciation of our 
natural resources that leads to safe, wise 
and caring use of the Forest.  The facility 
is packed with interpretive exhibits and 
animal mounts explaining the Forest's 
natural and cultural history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Services offered at the Visitor Center 
include: 
 

¶ Fully accessible facilities  

¶ Forest Service information and 
permits 

¶ Visitor information  

¶ Interpretive programs  

¶ Nature films  

¶ Interpretive sales items  

¶ Interpretive hiking trail 

Ottawa Interpretive Association  
 

The Ottawa Interpretive Association (OIA) 
is a non-profit corporation founded in 1993 
for the purpose of enhancing the 
educational and interpretive efforts of the 
Ottawa National Forest. All net profits 
generated from the OIA interpretive sales, 
contributions and membership fees are 
used to fund educational, interpretive and 
cultural projects on the Ottawa National 
Forest. 
 
The goal is to instill in the public a sense 
of pride and stewardship toward our public 
lands, and to foster understanding and 
appreciation of all natural, cultural and 
recreational resources of the Ottawa 
National Forest.  Hours of Operation  

June - September 

Daily, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. CDT 

October - May 

Monday--Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. CDT 

Access 

Entrance to the Visitor Center is on  
US Hwy. 2, East of Hwy. 45 

The information and opinions shared during 
these presentations may not align with those 
of USDA Forest Service or Ottawa National 
Forest. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider,  
employer, and lender. 

Stay Connected: 
 

www.fs.usda.gov/ottawa 
 

www.facebook.com/OttawaNF 
 

www.twitter.com/OttawaNF 

Saturday, July 7 — Family Fun Day 
 

The Ottawa Interpretive Association is 
planning a fun Saturday event for all 
ages!  Watch for more information 
about this event. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/ottawa
http://www.facebook.com/OttawaNF
http://www.twitter.com/OttawaNF


May 31 — Special Plants 

and Special Places on the 

Ottawa 

The Ottawa National Forest is 
home to many special and 
beautiful plants, some of 
which can only be found in 
places like our 
wildernesses.  Join Sue Trull, 

Ottawa National Forest Botanist, to learn 
about these special plants and places.  Leave 
with ideas for your very own list of must see 
plants and places on the Ottawa National 
Forest. 
 

June 7 — Orchids in the Upper 

Peninsula 

Did you know there are many species of 
orchids right here in the Great Lakes 
Region?  Join Phyllis Carlson as she 
introduces you to some of the orchids you 
may encounter right here in the UP!  Phyllis 
will also talk about flower structure, 
reproduction and the life cycle of orchids. 
 

June 14 — Kirtland’s Warbler 

Join Damon Haan, 
Ottawa National 
Forest Biological 
Technician, to learn 
about one of 
Michigan's most 
prized birds, the Kirtland's warbler.  Damon 
will discuss its unique role in jack pine 
ecosystems and its road to recovery. 
 
June 21 — Northern Lights 

What causes the northern lights?  When are 
they visible?  How do you capture 
photographs of this brilliant night-time  
display?  Learn more about the phenomenon 
of northern lights and an overview of 
photographing this night time show with 
Ottawa National Forest Biological 
Technician, Scott Pearson. 

June 28 — Climate Change and the Upper 

Peninsula 

What do people mean when they say the 
climate is changing?  What changes have we 
already seen, and what do we expect for the 
future in the western Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan?  Stephen Handler and Kristen 
Schmitt, from the Northern Institute of Applied 
Climate Science in Houghton, will lead an 
interactive quiz to test your knowledge and 
share the latest information! 
 
July 5 — Fire on the Landscape 

Investigate the role of fire in landscape 
management with Lisa 
Gowe, Ottawa National 
Forest Assistant Fire 
Management Officer.  Lisa 
will talk about fire 
management practices, 
such as prescribed 
burning, that are being 
used to manage the 
landscape and help return 
areas to pre-settlement 
conditions. 
 
July 12 — Fishery Habitat Improvement 

The Ottawa National Forest 
works on multiple fisheries 
and riparian habitat projects 
every year to improve and 
restore the landscape and 
create high-quality 
recreation 

opportunities.  Join Ottawa National Forest 
Fisheries Technician, John Pagel, as he 
showcases several projects and discover how 
you can engage in similar practices. 
 

July 19 — Predators, Habitat, and Winter 

Weather Influence on White-tailed Deer 

Survival in Michigan’s UP 

Join Todd Kautz and 
Nick Fowler, from 
Mississippi State 
University, as they talk 
about a cooperative 
research project by the 
Michigan DNR and 

Mississippi State University.  This study has 
followed fawn and adult female deer along with 
black bear, wolves, coyotes, and bobcats in the 
western Upper Peninsula from 2009 to 
present.  Learn more about how these species 
interact with each other, their environment, and 
the effects of winter weather. 
 
July 26 — Natural History of Loons on the 

Ottawa 

The Ottawa National 
Forest and its partners 
have been monitoring 
and researching the 
iconic Common Loon 
on the Forest for over 
25 years.  These efforts have provided some of 
the most detailed life history known for this 
northwoods bird.  Join Joe Kaplan, renowned 
ornithologist, to learn about population 
dynamics, migration patterns, conservation 
needs and much more! 
 
August 2 — Keys to Trees 

Explore the values, uses and benefits of trees 
with Joe Panci, Ottawa National Forest 
Conservation Education Coordinator.  Our 
program moves outside as we learn to identify 
trees, using tree characteristics and a ñwalking 
tree key.ò 

August 9 — White Deer 

Join award winning photographer Jeff Richter 
in his quest to film the rare and elusive white 
deer. His first ever documentary reveals little 
known aspects of this uniquely spiritual animal, 
and peopleôs strong connections to these 
ñghosts of the forest.ò  
 
August 16 — Birds of Prey and Wildlife 

Rehabilitation 

Learn what makes birds of 
prey unique in a real-life 
encounter with two of these 
birds (Ruby, a Red-tailed 
Hawk and Whisk, a Barred 
Owl).  Mark Naniot from The 
Wild Instincts Team will also 
talk about human-caused 
wildlife injuries, and how to 
prevent them. 

 
August 23 — Moose 

Join Erin Largent, Wildlife 
Research Technician for the 
Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources, to learn 
about the history, biology, 
and current status of moose 
in Michigan's Upper 
Peninsula. 
 
 
 
August 30 — Land Use in the Watersmeet 

Area 

Charlie Rasmussen, outdoor writer and 
Historian at Great Lakes Indian Fish & 
Wildlife Commission, will talk about culture 
and land use in the Watersmeet area; including 
American Indians, Ojibwe treaty rights,  and 
the Sylvania Club.  Learn about the cultural 
and economic forces that shaped the region we 
have today. 
 
 

Ottawa Visitor Center 
2018 Summer Program Schedule 
All Programs are Free of Charge and begin at 7:00 p.m. CDT 


