
The Wallowa-Whitman National Forest  accomplished 
several habitat restoration projects and wildlife surveys in 
2015.  Some highlights of the program include:

• Plugged 28 open pipes on gates and hold back posts to 
prevent entrapment of wildlife (figure 2);

• Partnered with ODFW on implementation and 
enforcement of cooperative travel management areas;

• Applied prescribed fire to nearly 12,000 acres to benefit 
elk, deer, and mature pine associated wildlife species;

• Beneficial results for wildlife were realized on nearly 
25,000 acres of wildfires;

• Non-commercially thinned 1,112 acres of young conifer 
stands to prolong their value as forage for big game and 
as early seral habitat;

• Coordinated a terrestrial mollusk workshop for our 
biologists;

• Surveyed 45 acres for western bumblebees;
• Maintained and monitored 24 great gray owl nest 

platforms;
• Invasive weed control was conducted on 1,045 acres;
• Monitored numerous nest sites of golden eagle, 

peregrine falcon, and goshawk;
• Surveyed for marten, wolverine, and montane fox at 15 

remote camera sites (figure 1);
• Minor amounts of survey for bats, small mammals, and 

white-headed woodpecker; 
• Protected 20 acres of mountain mahogany through 

brush piling over seedlings; and 
• Provided education and outreach to numerous schools 

and community groups. 

Figure 1. Camera traps were used to survey for marten, montane fox, 
and wolverine. This tree hugging bear visited one of our sets. He 
asked to spare this tree from blue paint.

2015 Wildlife Enhancement Accomplishments

Fund Code Activity Acres

NFWF/NFXN WL Habitat Improv.            1,360
NFTM Non Commercial Thinning 1,112
NFHF               Prescribed Fire                  12,000
NFWF/NFVW   Invasive Weeds                 1,045

Total Terrestrial Habitat Enhancement
15,517 acres

WFSU/NFTM/WFHF Beneficial Wildfire   25,000 ac

Partners/Cooperators
Oregon Dept. Fish and Wildlife; Blue Mountain Elk 
Initiative; Oregon Hunters Association; Hells Canyon 
Preservation Council; Blue Mountain Conservancy; 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation; Wallowa Resources; 
Hells Canyon Bighorn Sheep Restoration Initiative; 
Friends of Ladd Marsh; Oregon Youth Authority. 

Figure 2. Downy woodpecker is one species that could benefit 
from plugging open pipes on gates, mine markers, and vault 
toilets.  
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