
Interest Announcement 
Natural Resource Specialist 

(Wilderness Recreation) 
GS-0401-09/11 

Salmon-Challis National Forest 
Middle Fork Ranger District 

Please Respond by April 8, 2016 
 
The Salmon-Challis National Forest, Middle Fork Ranger District, is looking for a Wilderness 
Recreation Specialist – Detail (NTE 120-days).  Funding permitting, there may be an opportunity to fill 
a second, consecutive assignment with a second candidate.  This notification is to inform prospective 
applicants of this upcoming opportunity and to determine interest in the position. 
 
Position: Natural Resource Specialist (Wilderness Recreation) 
Series/Grade: GS-0401-09/11 
Duty Station: Challis, Idaho 
Tour of Duty: NOT TO EXCEED 120-days 
Housing: Government quarters are not available at this time 
 
Duties: This position assists with the planning and implementation of a wilderness recreation program 
with primary emphasis on river and dispersed recreation, operation and maintenance of associated 
administrative facilities, and supervision of a wilderness ranger staff. 
 
This individual will develop and manage Project Work Plans (PWPs) in coordination with the Budget 
Officer, Program Leads and Program Managers across the Forest.  This individual determines cost and 
prioritizes type, amount, and location of work to be accomplished. 
 
This position also coordinates monitoring and data collection of wilderness recreation use and resource 
condition assessments. 
 
Transfer of Station: TOS is NOT authorized for this position. 
 
Contact Information: Interested applicants or those desiring further information about the position 
may contact Bill Baer, acting Middle Fork District Ranger, at williambaer@fs.fed.us, 208-879-4105. 
 

To respond to this outreach: 
• Fill out attached response form 
• Provide a brief Resume 
• Provide a narrative to include experience related to the duties as described above. 

mailto:williambaer@fs.fed.us


About the Forest: Visit the Forest webpage at: http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/sc 
 
The Salmon-Challis National Forest covers over 4.3 million acres in east-central Idaho.  The Forest is 
bordered by the Bitterroot Range on the border with Montana to the east, and to the west includes over 
1.3 million acres of the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness. 
 
Rugged and remote, this country offers adventure, solitude and breathtaking scenery.  The Forest also 
contains Mt. Borah, Idaho's tallest peak and the Wild & Scenic Salmon River and Middle Fork of the 
Salmon River.  The area is a highly desired destination for hunting, fishing, white-water rafting and 
many other popular recreational pursuits.  The Forest features diverse, rough topography, geologic 
conditions, and miles of streams with anadromous fish spawning habitat creating a highly complex land 
management situation.  The Forest Supervisor’s Office is located in Salmon, Idaho.  There are currently 
six administrative units on the Forest:  Salmon/Cobalt, North Fork, Leadore, Challis/Yankee Fork, 
Lost River and Middle Fork Ranger Districts. 
 
About the Town: Challis, Idaho is located a mile high in the mountains of central Idaho.  The city has 
a population of approximately 1,000 and is the seat of Custer County which has a population of 4,300. 
 
Climate: Challis enjoys a dry, warm climate during the summer and fall months with daily highs 
averaging between 75 to 95 degrees, and nightly lows from 45 to 60 degrees.  The climate in winter is 
ideal for snow sports, the lowest temperatures averaging from 14 to 25 degrees with occasional sub-
zero readings.  Annual precipitation averages around 7 inches. 
 
Shopping and Services: Challis has a variety of shops and services including: grocery stores, 
convenience stores, restaurants, pharmacy, florists, veterinarians, auto-parts, ranch supplies, sporting 
goods, bars, hardware and lumber stores, video rentals, gas stations, and other businesses that specialize 
in antiques, jewelry, clothing, furniture, artwork, appliances, and gifts.  There is a full-service bank, a 
credit union, a Post Office, and a public library. 
 
Medical: The Challis Area Health Center has x-ray and laboratory facilities, an emergency room, 
ambulance and Life-Flight helicopter capabilities.  Additional medical services are provided by 
specialists who regularly visit the clinic.  There is a physician assistant, a dentist, an optometrist, and 
two chiropractic doctors.  The area has 24 hour 911 and EMT service.  Several hospitals are located 
within 60 to 200 miles. 
 
Transportation: There is a small airport with charter flights available.  Three of the closest major 
airports are within 200 miles. 
 
Housing: There are four motels in Challis and several bed and breakfast lodgings.  Housing prices 
range from $60,000 to over $200,000.  Several real estate offices are available.  Mobile home parks 
provide additional accommodations.  Rental properties are typically limited. 
 
Churches: Challis has an active church community with several churches representing a variety of 
denominations. 
 
Entertainment and Activities: The Challis Arts Council, a non-profit organization, sponsors 
professional high-quality artistic events for the community.  The city park is an excellent facility with a 
skateboard park, picnic pavilion, playground equipment, amphitheater, horseshoe pits and ball field.   
There is a nine-hole golf course and a bowling alley with league play available for all ages and also an 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/sc


additional game area.  The community supports a popular Farmer’s Market during the summer.  The 
Forest Service has an exercise room, and there is also a commercial gym business.  The privately-owned 
Challis Hot Springs, approximately seven miles from Challis, offers year-round swimming in two pools 
with a natural flow from the hot springs. 
 
Recreation for Salmon and Challis Areas:  The Salmon River and the Middle Fork of the Salmon 
River, federally protected as Wild and Scenic Rivers, are renowned for white-water rafting, kayaking, 
floating and jet boating.  Outfitter and guide services are offered and both Salmon and Challis serve as 
gateways to the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness, encompassing 2.4 million acres, the 
largest wilderness in the United States outside of Alaska.  The primitive mountain area provides 
spectacular and abundant hunting (white-tailed and mule deer, elk, bighorn sheep, mountain goats, 
bear, moose, and cougar).  Many species of game birds and waterfowl can also be found.  Fishing (trout 
and steelhead) is open virtually all year.  Miles of groomed trails and routes are prepared for cross-
country skiing and snowmobiling while down-hill skiing, ice fishing and other winter fun can be 
enjoyed nearby.  Challis also is within 120 miles of the world-famous Sun Valley Ski Resort.  Salmon 
and Challis offer hiking and wilderness walks, camping and picnicking, rock hounding, prospecting, 
bird watching, photography, hot springs, back-country air tours, guest ranches, mining ghost towns and 
museums, all adding to the immense opportunity for pleasure and adventure to be had by avid 
sportsmen and casual outdoor enthusiasts alike.  For more information on the area visit 
http://www.challischamber.com. 

http://www.challischamber.com/


 
OUTREACH NOTICE FORM 

 
Natural Resource Specialist (Wilderness Recreation) 

Middle Fork Ranger District 
Salmon-Challis National Forest 

GS-0401-09/11 
Please return your completed response form by April 8, 2016 

 
If you are interested in this opportunity and/or plan on applying for this vacancy, please return this Outreach Response Form 
electronically to williambaer@fs.fed.us or mail to Bill Baer, SCNF- Middle Fork RD, HC63 Box 1669, Challis, ID 83226. 
Please also attach a resume. 
 
 
Name:       Email:       
 
Mailing Address:             
 
Phone Number:             
 
If Current Federal Employee, Agency Employed With:   ____USFS,   ____BLM,   ____OTHER________ 
 
If Current Federal Employee, Type of Appointment:    ____Perm    ____Temp    ____Term 
           ____VRA      ____PWD    ____Other 
 
Current FS Employee, Region/Forest/District:          
 
Current Series and Grade:            
 
Current Position Title:             
 
Please briefly describe your qualifications/interest for this position:       
               
               
               
          
 
If you are not a current permanent (career or career conditional) employee, indicate if you are you eligible to be hired under any 
of the following special authorities:   
 
 _____Person with Disabilities 
 _____Veterans Readjustment 
 _____Disabled Veterans with 30% Compensable Disability 
 _____Veterans Employment Opportunities Act of 1998 
 _____Former Peace Corps Volunteer 
 
 _____Other ______________________________________________________ 
 
How did you learn of this vacancy? ______________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Thank you for your interest and response! 
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