
Q5

C15

C14

Q4

W32

W31

J5

W30

W29

C4

W28

W27

W26

C13

W25

W24

C12

C11

J4

J3

J2

C10

Q3

C9

W23
W22

W21

W20

C7

W19

J1
Q2

W18

C6

C5

W9

W8

Q1

W7

C1

W15

C3

W16

W6

C2

W14

W5

W4

W13

W1

W11

W3

W12

W2

W10

W17

ChW6

ChW5

Wxs723ADD

LpW2

Wxs710ADD Wxs701ADD

WpW6

Qxs162ADD

WpW5

CrW9

CrW8

CrW7

CrW6

CbW9

CrW5

Wxs671ADD

CrW4

CrW3
CrW2

LpW1

CrW1

WpW4

Wxs596ADD

Wxs573ADD

WpW3

CbW8
CbW7

ChW4

CbW6

CbW5

WpW2
WpW1

CbW4

CbW3

ChW3

CbW2
CbW1

ChW2
ChW1

Carson National Forest Plan Revision Wilderness Process
Preliminary Wilderness Inventory (Final)Why is this Preliminary Wilderness

Inventory being done now?
As p a rt o f fo rest p la n revisio n under the 2012
Natio na l Forest Pla nning Rule the Ca rso n Na tio na l
Forest is a na lyzing la nds tha t m a y b e suita b le fo r
inc lusio n in the Na tio na l Wilderness Preserva tio n
System  fo r p o tentia l rec o m m enda tio n a s Wilderness.
No wilderness designa tio n will b e m a de a s a  result o f
this p la n revisio n sinc e Co ngress ha s reserved the
a utho rity to m a ke fina l dec isio ns rega rding a ll
wilderness designa tio n.

T he p la n revisio n wilderness p ro c ess requires fo ur
p rim a ry step s, ea c h o f whic h will invo lve the p ub lic.
1.Prelim ina ry Inventory
2.Eva lua tio n
3.Ana lysis
4.Rec o m m enda tio n

T he Prelim ina ry Inventory p rep a res the fo rest to b e
c ha ra cterized during step  2. T his first step  is m ea nt to
b e inc lusive, with the intent o f brea king the fo rest
into m ea ningful area s tha t c a n then b e Eva lua ted fo r
their wilderness c ha ra cter a nd m a na gea b ility.

Based o n the Eva lua tio n a nd inp ut fro m  the p ub lic,
so m e area s, or p o rtio ns thereo f, will b e Ana lyzed in
o ne o r m o re a lterna tives in the Na tio na l
Enviro nm enta l Po lic y Act (NEPA) a na lysis p ro c ess as
p a rt o f a n Enviro nm enta l Im p a ct Statem ent (EIS).
Based o n this NEPA a na lysis a nd p ub lic inp ut the
Forest Sup ervisor m a y Rec o m m end tha t c erta in a rea s
b e c o nsidered fo r wilderness designa tio n.

Forest p la n revisio n is a n inc lusive p ro c ess, with
invo lvem ent by lo c a l c o m m unities, la nd gra nt
c o m m unities, federa l, trib a l, state, a nd lo c a l
go vernm ents a nd a genc ies, a nd the genera l p ub lic
through letters, m eetings, p resenta tio ns, a nd a  web-
b a sed m a p p ing to o l.

We wo uld like yo ur inp ut througho ut the p ro c ess. It
will b e im p o rta nt fo r the p ub lic to sta y invo lved to
help  sha p e p o ssib le future rec o m m enda tio ns fo r
wilderness designa tio n.

Next Steps: Evaluation (April 2016)
T he a rea s tha t were dra wn using the Prelim ina ry Inventory
criteria  will b e Eva lua ted fo r their p o tentia l suita b ility fo r
inc lusio n in the Na tio na l Wilderness Preserva tio n System
b a sed o n their existing wilderness c ha ra cteristics.
Wilderness c ha ra cteristics a re Eva lua ted fo llo wing five
criteria  set fo rth in the Wilderness Act o f 1964 (as required
by Forest Servic e La nd M a na gem ent Pla nning Ha ndb o o k
1909.12, Cha p ter 70), as fo llo ws:
1.T he a rea  genera lly a p p ea rs to b e a ffected p rim a rily by the
fo rc es o f na ture, with the im p rints o f m a n's wo rk
substa ntia lly unno tic ea b le (a p p a rent na tura lness).
2.T he area  ha s outsta nding o p p o rtunities for so litude or fo r a
p rim itive a nd unc o nfined typ e o f recrea tio n.
3.Area s sm a ller tha n 5000 a cres m ust b e o f suffic ient size to
m a ke their p reserva tio n a nd use in a n unim p a ired c o nditio n
p ra ctic a b le.
4.T he a rea  m a y c o nta in ec o lo gic a l, geo lo gic a l, or other
fea tures o f sc ientific, educ a tio na l, sc enic, or historic a l va lue.
T hese va lues a re no t required fo r rec o m m enda tio n, but they
sho uld b e identified a nd eva lua ted.
5.It is p o ssib le to m a na ge the area  to p reserve its wilderness
c ha ra cteristics.

T he sp ec ific m ea sures o f these criteria  to b e c o nsidered
during Eva lua tio n will b e develo p ed in c o lla b o ra tio n with the
p ub lic to sp ec ific a lly a ddress the c o nditio ns o n the Carso n
Na tio na l Forest. T he a p p lic a tio n o f tho se m ea sures a nd the
do cum entatio n o f the five criteria  will inc o rp o ra te
info rm a tio n a nd feedb a c k fro m  the p ub lic. T he Ca rso n
Na tio na l Forest p la ns to b egin the Eva lua tio n p ha se in Ap ril
2016.

Criteria used to create this Preliminary Inventory
T he Inventory wa s c o nducted o n Forest Servic e la nds (p riva te inho ldings were not c o nsidered). Existing Wilderness area s were no t c o nsidered.

Size
Blo c ks o f la nd m ust be 5,000 a cres or la rger. Sm a ller a rea s m a y b e c o nsidered, but o nly in c erta in situa tio ns, with go o d justific a tio n.

Roads
Op en ro a ds (p er the fo rest’s tra vel m a na gem ent dec isio n) a re rem o ved fro m  the invento ry.

Improvements
Im p ro vem ents are no t used a s criteria  unless they suggest substa ntia lly no tic ea b le hum a n a ctivity in the a rea  a s a  who le. T he Carso n Natio na l
Fo rest determ ined tha t a n im p ro vem ent wa s substa ntia lly no tic ea b le b a sed o n its visib ility o n a eria l p ho to gra p hs a t a sc a le o f o ne inc h to o ne
m ile. T he im p ro vem ents tha t fo llo w a re c o nsidered substa ntia lly no tic ea b le a nd were rem o ved fro m  the invento ry.
• Surfa c ed runwa ys or la nding p a ds with p erm a nent structures.
• Clea r cut forested a rea s (ex. Regenera tio n ha rvest a rea s, U nsha ded fuelbrea ks, a nd PJ c ha ining)
• V ertic a l structures o ver 20’ ta ll tha t (1) require regula r a c c ess fo r m a intena nc e, ( 2) the a sso c ia ted ground disturb a nc e is 1 a cre or grea ter, a nd
(3) o c cur in a  c o m p lex with a  density o f 3 or m o re p er 500 a cres (rem o ve entire c o m p lex-a ffected a rea ).
• Water develo p m ents with windm ills tha t a re o ver 20 feet ta ll, tha t (1) ha ve a sso c ia ted ground disturb a nc e o f 1 a cre or grea ter, a nd (2) o c cur in a
c o m p lex with a  density o f 3 or m o re p er 500 a cres (rem o ved the entire c o m p lex-a ffected a rea ).
• Gas extra ctio n wells tha t o c cur in a  c o m p lex with a  density o f 3 or m o re p er 500 a cres (rem o ved the entire c o m p lex-a ffected a rea ).
•  Area s o f a ctive c o m m erc ia l o p en p it m ining o r o p en p it m ines.
• Develo p ed recrea tio n sites (fo r exa m p le ski a rea s, c a m p gro unds, or interp retive sites) a s defined by m a na gem ent area s or sp ec ia l use p erm it
b o unda ries.
• Po werlines or other utilities with c lea red rights-o f-wa y, p erm a nent a b o ve ground p ip elines o ver 6” in dia m eter.
• Ra ilro a d tra c ks tha t a re a ctive.
• Functio na l no n-ea rthen da m s tha t require m a intena nc e, p o st-fire flo o ding c o ntro l im p ro vem ents (i.e., filter da m s m a de o f no n-na tura l
m a teria ls), a nd terra c ed a rea s.
• Co m p lexes o f p erm a nent building structures (rem o ved the entire c o m p lex-a ffected a rea ). A c o m p lex is defined a s a t lea st three buildings p er 25
a cres.

Legend
Carson NF Boundary
Recreation Management Area
Carson NF Existing Wilderness
Adjacent Existing Wilderness
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Inventoried Roadless Area
Private Land Inholding

BLM Lands with Wilderness Character
Existing Inventoried Lands
Tentative (as part of the draft RGdNNM plan)

Preliminary Wilderness Inventory
Inventoried area
Addition to inventory
Excluded based on size
Excluded based on criteria

What is Wilderness?
Wilderness is a Co ngressio na lly Designa ted a rea  o f undevelo p ed federa l la nd tha t reta ins its p rim eva l c ha ra cter a nd influenc es, la c ks p erm a nent im p ro vem ents
or hum a n ha b ita tio n, a nd is p rotected a nd m a na ged so a s to p reserve its na tura l c o nditio ns. Wilderness area s a re m a na ged a c c o rding to the 1964 Wilderness
Act a nd a re rec o gnized a s a rea s where the ea rth a nd its c o m m unity o f life a re untra m m eled by m a n, where m a n him self is a  visitor who  do es no t rem a in.

● Hiking a nd Horseb a c k Riding
● M ining o n va lid c la im s
● Fire Co ntro l
● Insect a nd Disea se Co ntro l
● Livesto c k Gra zing
● Wa ter Resourc e Structures
● V isito r U se
● Hunting/ Fishing
● Ca m p ing
● Co m m erc ia l Outfitting
● T ra il Co nstructio n/M a intena nc e

● Ro a ds
● M o to rized Equip m ent
● Structure Insta lla tio ns
● Aircra ft La nding (exc ep t em ergenc y)
● M ec ha nic a l T ra nsp o rt (m ounta in b ikes,
    ga m e c a rts, etc.)
● T im b er Ha rvest (with ra re exc ep tio ns)

What is allowed in Wilderness? What is prohibited in Wilderness?
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(sometime in 2018)

 AT T ENT ION
T his p ro duct is rep ro duc ed fro m  geo sp a tia l info rm a tio n
p rep a red by the U .S. Dep a rtm ent o f Agriculture, Forest
Servic e.  GIS da ta  a nd p ro duct a c cura c y m a y va ry.  T hey
m a y b e; develo p ed fro m  sourc es o f differing a c cura cy,
a c curate o nly a t c erta in sc a les, b a sed o n m o deling or
interp reta tio n, inc o m p lete while b eing crea ted or revised,
etc.  U sing GIS p ro ducts fo r p urp o ses other tha n tho se fo r
whic h they were created, m a y yield ina c cura te or
m islea ding results.  T he Forest Servic e reserves the right
to c o rrect, up da te, m o dify, or rep la c e, GIS p ro ducts
witho ut notific a tio n.
For m ore info rm a tio n, c o nta ct: Carso n Na tio na l Forest
(575)758-6200.
Data  Pro jectio n:  U T M  Zo ne 13 NAD83
T his info rm a tio n wa s relea sed o n:  1/27/2016 PTR 3/11/16
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How was this map created?
T he Prelim ina ry Inventory p rep a res the fo rest to b e c ha ra cterized during the Eva lua tio n p ha se. T his first step  is m ea nt to b e
inc lusive, no t exc lusive. A m a jo rity o f the fo rest was divided into eva lua tio n a rea s b a sed o n criteria  tha t wa s develo p ed using
inp ut fro m  a  series o f Ja nua ry 2016 p ub lic m eetings.

Inventoried a rea s:
1. are la rger tha n 5,000 a cres, or a dja c ent to existing wilderness area s,
2. do  no t c o nta in o p en ro a ds, a nd
3. do no t c o nta in im p ro vem ents tha t suggest substa ntia lly notic ea b le hum a n a ctivity in the a rea  a s a  who le.

T he list o f substa ntia lly notic ea b le im p ro vem ents tha t were used to develo p  this Inventory o n the Ca rso n NF is sho wn b elo w.

All a rea s tha t a re la rger tha n 5000 a cres a fter the Prelim ina ry Inventory criteria  were a p p lied ha ve b een reta ined. Sm a ller area s
were a dded b a c k in to the Prelim ina ry Inventory if:
1. they a re a dja c ent to a n existing wilderness, or so m e other la nd designa tio ns, or
2. they are o f suffic ient size a nd geo gra p hy tha t they m a y b e effectively p reserved, used a nd m a na ged in a n unim p a ired
c o nditio n.

Seven a dditio na l a rea s were inc luded in the Prelim ina ry Inventory b a sed o n p ub lic feedb a c k to the initia l m a p :

Wxs710ADD: T his p o lygo n is a dja c ent to ro a dless area s o n the RGNF tha t, c o m b ined, a re la rger tha n 5,000 a c. T he RGNF is
currently invento rying la nds fo r p o tentia l wilderness rec o m m enda tio n.
Wxs723ADD: T his p o lygo n is a dja c ent to ro a dless a rea s o n the RGNF tha t, c o m b ined, a re la rger tha n 5,000 a c. T he RGNF is
currently invento rying la nds fo r p o tentia l wilderness rec o m m enda tio n.
Wxs701ADD a nd Wxs573ADD: T hese p o lygo ns are a dja c ent to ro a dless area s o n the RGNF tha t, a ll to gether, are la rger tha n
5,000 a c. T he RGNF is currently inventorying la nds fo r p o tentia l wilderness rec o m m enda tio n.
Qxs162ADD: T his p o lygo n is a dja c ent to ro a dless a rea s o n the RGdNNM  tha t, c o m b ined, are la rger tha n 5,000 a c. T he
RGdNNM  ha s identified the a dja c ent la nd a s the La Junta  Rim  area  in the dra ft m o num ent inventory o f la nds with wilderness
c ha ra cter.
Wxs671ADD: T his p o lygo n is a dja c ent to ro a dless a rea s o n the RGdNNM  tha t, c o m b ined, a re la rger tha n 5,000 a c. T he
RGdNNM  ha s identified the a dja c ent la nd a s the Cerro Co lo ra do  a rea  in the dra ft m o num ent inventory o f la nds with wilderness
c ha ra cter.
Wxs569ADD: T his p o lygo n is a dja c ent to ro a dless a rea s o n the RGdNNM  tha t, c o m b ined, a re la rger tha n 5,000 a c. T he
RGdNNM  ha s identified the a dja c ent la nd a s the Cerro Co lo ra do  a rea  in the dra ft m o num ent inventory o f la nds with wilderness
c ha ra cter.


