
ORV Use in Bighorn Mountains
From "A Survey and Economic Assessment of Off-Road Vehicle Use is Wyoming by University of Wyoming, July 

2006

Year Registrations Average Number 
Use Days per 
Registration

Total 
Number of 
Use Days

2002 900
resident 684 32.5 22,230
non-resident 216 10.5 2,268
2003 2,550
resident 1,938 32.5 62,985
non-resident 612 10.5 6,426
2004 3,100
resident 2,356 32.5 76,570
non-resident 744 10.5 9,555
2005 3,450
resident 2,622 32.5 85,215
non-resident 828 10.5 8,694
Total 20,000 273,943
resident 7,600 247,000
non-resident 2,400 26,943

Registrations were those for the Bighorn Mtns only.  76% was resident and 24% non-resident.
The survey stated that residents spent an average of 32.5 use days per person and non-residents 
spent an average of 10.5 use days per person.  This information assumes that all use from that 
registration was in the Bighorn Mountain, which it may not have been.

From the telephone and mail out survey, it was determined that the total number of use days for the
Bighorn Mtns was considerably less than what was determined above using the registration data.
Resident = 1,176
Non-resident = 458
Total = 1,634



Table III-5. Allocation for Road-based Activities
Medicine Wheel Paintrock District

 Updated 4/11/2016

Compartment  Miles 
of 

Open 
Road

ROS 
Coeff 
Avg

Length of 
Season 
Summer

Pattern 
of Use 
Coeff 

Season 
Capacity 
Summer

 Priority Use 
Pool

Permitted 
Service 

Days Priority

 Temp Use 
Pool

Permitted 
Service Days 

Temp

General 
Public Use 

Days

Length 
of 

Season 
Fall

Pattern 
of Use 
Coeff

Season 
Capacity 

Fall

  Priority Use 
Pool

Permitted 
Service 

Days Priority

 Temp Use 
Pool

Permitted 
Service Days 

Temp

General 
Public 

Use Days

1.Beaver Creek 22 6.25 138 0.79 14,990 1,499 4 750 12,742 106 0.69 10,057 1006 1 503 8548
2.Cottonwood Creek 6 6.25 138 0.79 4,088 409 204 3,475 106 0.69 2,743 274 137 2331
3.Crystal Creek 4 6.25 138 0.79 2,726 273 136 2,317 106 0.69 1,829 183 91 1554
4.Deer Creek 14 6.25 138 0.79 9,539 954 26 477 1 8,108 106 0.69 6,400 640 320 5440
5.Five Springs Creek 4 6.25 138 0.79 2,726 273 136 2,317 106 0.69 1,829 183 91 1554
6.Horse Creek 19 6.25 138 0.79 12,946 1,295 81 647 11,004 106 0.69 8,685 869 1 434 7383
7.Little Bighorn River near 
Duncum 25 6.25 138 0.79 17,034 1,703 36 852 7 14,479 106 0.69 11,428 1143 571 9714
8.Lodgegrass Creek 9 6.25 138 0.79 6,132 613 307 5,213 106 0.69 4,114 411 206 3497
9.Medicine Lodge Creek 25 6.25 138 0.79 17,034 1,703 1 852 14,479 106 0.69 11,428 1143 571 9714
11.Middle & South Paintrock 
Creek 9 6.25 138 0.79 6,132 613 307 5,213 106 0.69 4,114 411 206 3497
12.North Paintrock Creek 13 6.25 138 0.79 8,858 886 443 7,529 106 0.69 5,943 594 297 5051
14.Shell Creek at Shell 
Reservoir 29 6.25 138 0.79 19,760 1,976 47 988 16,796 106 0.69 13,257 1326 6 663 11268
16.Shell Creek in Shell 
Canyon 81 6.25 138 0.79 55,191 5,519 83 2,760 46,913 106 0.69 37,027 3703 12 1851 31473
17.Upper Porcupine Creek 36 6.25 138 0.79 24,530 2,453 95 1,226 20,850 106 0.69 16,457 1646 16 823 13988
18.West Fork Little Bighorn 
River 21 6.25 138 0.79 14,309 1,431 8 715 12,163 106 0.69 9,600 960 1 480 8160
TOTAL 317 215,996 21,600 381 10,800 8 183,596 144,909 14491 37 7245 0 123172
Avg # of people/day  1,565 157 3 78 0 1,330 1,367 137 0.349057 68 0 1162



Table III-5. Allocation for Road-based Activities
Powder River District

Updated 4/11/2016

Compartment  Miles 
of 

Open 
Road

ROS 
Coefficient 

Average

Length of 
Season 
Summer

Pattern 
of Use 
Coeff 

Season 
Capacity 
Summer

 Priority Use 
Pool

Permitted 
Service 

Days Priority

 Temp Use 
Pool

Permitted 
Service 

Days Temp

General 
Public 

Use Days

Length 
of 

Season 
Fall

Pattern 
of Use 
Coeff

Season 
Capacity 

Fall

 Priority Use 
Pool

Permitted 
Service Days 

Priority

 Temp Use 
Pool

Permitted  
Service 

Days Temp

General 
Public 

Use Days

19.Clear Creek 13 6.25 138 0.79 8,858 886 163 443 7,529 106 0.69 5,943 594 297 5051
20.East Tensleep Creek 13 6.25 138 0.79 8,858 886 40 443 7,529 106 0.69 5,943 594 297 5051
22.French Creek 10 6.25 138 0.79 6,814 681 341 5,792 106 0.69 4,571 457 229 3886
23.Leigh Creek 8 6.25 138 0.79 5,451 545 273 4,633 106 0.69 3,657 366 183 3108
24.Middle & South Paintrock 
Creek 53 6.25 138 0.79 36,113 3,611 40 1,806 30,696 106 0.69 24,228 2423 1211 20593
25.Middle Fork Clear Creek 10 6.25 138 0.79 6,814 681 80 341 5,792 106 0.69 4,571 457 229 3886
27.Middle Fork Crazy 
Woman Creek 28 6.25 138 0.79 19,079 1,908 163 954 16,217 106 0.69 12,800 1280 640 10880
28.North Clear Creek 17 6.25 138 0.79 11,583 1,158 579 9,846 106 0.69 7,771 777 389 6605
30.North Fork Crazy Woman 
Creek above TA Ranch 65 6.25 138 0.79 44,289 4,429 165 2,214 37,646 106 0.69 29,713 2971 1486 25256
31.North Fork Crazy Woman 
Creek below Munkries 15 6.25 138 0.79 10,221 1,022 83 511 8,688 106 0.69 6,857 686 343 5828
32.North Fork Powder River 
near Powder River Pass 14 6.25 138 0.79 9,539 954 123 477 8,108 106 0.69 6,400 640 320 5440
33.North, Middle, & South 
Rock Creek 4 6.25 138 0.79 2,726 273 136 2,317 106 0.69 1,829 183 91 1554
34.Rock Creek 3 6.25 138 0.79 2,044 204 102 1,738 106 0.69 1,371 137 69 1166
35.South Clear Creek 25 6.25 138 0.79 17,034 1,703 163 852 14,479 106 0.69 11,428 1143 571 9714
39.Tensleep Creek 22 6.25 138 0.79 14,990 1,499 750 12,742 106 0.69 10,057 1006 503 8548
40.Upper Canyon Creek 19 6.25 138 0.79 12,946 1,295 40 647 11,004 106 0.69 8,685 869 434 7383
41.West Tensleep Creek 20 6.25 138 0.79 13,628 1,363 40 681 11,583 106 0.69 9,143 914 457 7771
TOTAL 313 213,270 21,327 897 10,664 0 181,280 143,080 14308 0 7154 0 121618
Avg # of people/day  1,545 155 7 77 0 1,314 1,350 135 0 67 0 1147



Table III-5. Allocation for Road-based Activities
Tongue District

Updated 4/11/2016

Compartment  Miles of 
Open 
Road

ROS 
Coeff 
Avg

Length of 
Season 
Summer

Pattern 
of Use 
Coeff 

Season 
Capacity 
Summer

  Priority 
Use Pool

Permitted 
Service 

Days 
Priority

Priority 
Use 
Pool 

Balance

Temp 
Use 
Pool

Permitted 
Service 

Days 
Temp

Temp 
Use 
Pool 

Balance

General 
Public 

Use Days

Length of 
Season 

Fall

Pattern 
of Use 
Coeff

Season 
Capacity 

Fall

Priority 
Use 
Pool

Permitted 
Service 

Days 
Priority

Priority 
Use 
Pool 

Balance

Temp 
Use 
Pool

Permitted 
Service 

Days 
Temp

Temp 
Use 
Pool 

Balance

General 
Public 

Use Days

45.Dry Fork Little Bighorn 
River 40 6.25 138 0.79 27,255 2,726 26 2,700 1,363 1,363 23,167 106 0.69 18,285 1829 3 1,826 914 914 15542
46.East & West Fork Big 
Goose Creek 43 6.25 138 0.79 29,299 2,930 23 2,907 1,465 1,465 24,904 106 0.69 19,656 1966 4 1,962 983 983 16708

48. East & West Pass Creek 5 6.25 138 0.79 3,407 341 1 340 170 170 2,896 106 0.69 2,286 229 229 114 114 1943
49. East Fork Big Goose 
Creek 3 6.25 138 0.79 2,044 204 204 102 102 1,738 106 0.69 1,371 137 137 69 69 1166
51. Little Bighorn River near 
Duncum 7 6.25 138 0.79 4,770 477 5 472 238 238 4,054 106 0.69 3,200 320 1 319 160 160 2720
52. Little Goose Creek Above 
Bighorn 38 6.25 138 0.79 25,892 2,589 11 2,578 1,295 1,295 22,008 106 0.69 17,371 1737 2 1,735 869 869 14765
54. Little Tongue River 11 6.25 138 0.79 7,495 750 750 375 375 6,371 106 0.69 5,028 503 503 251 251 4274
55. North Piney Creek Near 
Story 9 6.25 138 0.79 6,132 613 613 307 307 5,213 106 0.69 4,114 411 411 206 206 3497
57. North Tongue River 69 6.25 138 0.79 47,015 4,701 87 4,614 2,351 2,351 39,963 106 0.69 31,542 3154 12 3,142 1577 1577 26810
58 South Piney Creek Above 
Willow 1 6.25 138 0.79 681 68 68 34 34 579 106 0.69 457 46 46 23 23 389
60. South Piney Creek Near 
Story 8 6.25 138 0.79 5,451 545 545 273 273 4,633 106 0.69 3,657 366 366 183 183 3108
62. South Tongue River 89 6.25 138 0.79 60,642 6,064 180 5,884 3,032 3,032 51,546 106 0.69 40,684 4068 24 4,044 2034 2034 34582
63. Tongue River Above 
Dayton 27 6.25 138 0.79 18,397 1,840 26 1,814 920 920 15,638 106 0.69 12,342 1234 3 1,231 617 617 10491
64. West Fork Little Bighorn 
River 6 6.25 138 0.79 4,088 409 409 204 204 3,475 106 0.69 2,743 274 274 137 137 2331
65. Wolf Creek Above Wolf 1 6.25 138 0.79 681 68 68 34 34 579 106 0.69 457 46 46 23 23 389
TOTAL 357 243,251 24,325 359 23,966 12,163 0 12,163 206,763 163,194 16319 49 16,270 8160 0 8160 138715
Avg # of people/day  1,763 176 3 174 88 0 88 1,498 1,540 154 0.462264 153.494 77 0 76.9781 1309


