USDA United States Forest Big Piney 12000 SR 27 Hwy 7 North

i— Department of Service Ranger District Hector, AR 72843  P.O. Box 427
Agriculture 479-284-3150 Jasper, AR 72641
FAX 479-284-2015  870-446-5122
FAX 870-446-2063

File Code: 1950
Date: April 18, 2016

Dear Friend of the Ozark-St. Francis NF:

On March 23, 2016, a severe weather/wind event occurred approximately 4 miles north
of Hagarville, Arkansas in Johnson County causing timber damage across approximately
1,000 acres of the Ozark-St. Francis National Forest. The Big Piney and Pleasant Hill
Ranger Districts are proposing a timber salvage project within this affected acreage (see
enclosed map). The proposed action consists of a commercial salvage harvest of trees
uprooted, broken, or otherwise severely damage by the tornado and replanting of trees
where needed. Removal of these damaged trees from the forest floor would significantly
reduce the amount of hazardous fuels. Removing severely leaning trees, snags, and other
potentially hazardous trees would also increase the safety of forest visitors and Forest
Service personnel.

A National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis will be conducted to provide that
the appropriate decision is made. You can help in this analysis by providing project-
specific information and comments regarding the activities proposed in this project and
within the project area. I am particularly interested in identifying any extraordinary
circumstances such as endangered species, historical sites or archeological sites that may
exist in the project area and/or any activity that when implemented would negatively
affect the environment and/or its inhabitants.

To ensure your continued participation in this process, be sure that your comments are project-
specific and postmarked or received within 30 days beginning the day after publication of this
notice in Johnson County’s Graphic and Russellville’s The Courier newspapers. You may mail
your comment(s) to Timothy E. Jones, Big Piney Ranger District 12000 SR 27, Hector, AR
72843 or Pat Kowalewycz, Pleasant Hill Ranger District 2591 Hwy. 21 North, Clarksville, AR,
72830. Verbal or hand-delivered written comments must be received during our normal business
hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Mon-Fri. Comments may be mailed electronically to our office,
in a common digital format, at: comments-southern-ozark-stfrancis-bayou @fs.fed.us.

@ Caring for the Land and Serving People Printad on Recycled Paper ﬁ



Additional information may be obtained by contacting Mike Mulford at the Big Piney Ranger
District office in Jasper, AR (phone #: 870-446-5122 x5136).
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TIMOTHY E. JONES
District Ranger
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