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Purpose and Authority 
 

This plan covers management of the 4 Warner Mountain Ranger District obsidian mines, and guides 
implementation of the 2015 Obsidian Management Policy Decision. This Plan is subject to annual review 
and will be amended as necessary to reflect law, regulation, and National and Regional policies, as well 
as providing protection of all resources within and adjacent to the designated obsidian Collection Areas. 

 
Background 

 
Obsidian has been used by indigenous people for thousands and thousands of years. Obsidian from the 
North Warner Mountains has been found in archaeological sites as far away as the south coast of 
California. All known obsidian deposits within the Warner Mountains show evidence of prehistoric 
activity. 

 
Historic collection of obsidian for recreational and commercial purposes is not well documented until 
the 1950s. By 1957, six documented obsidian claims were active within the mid-North Warner range. 
By 1960 the number of claims rose to 19 and spanned a larger mid-north range area. Concerns about 
the validity of obsidian claims and apparent miner/visitor conflicts were first expressed in 1961 by the 
District Ranger of what was then the Goose Lake Ranger District. 

 
A mineral examination report filed in 1973 asserted that the Pink Lady Mine produced obsidian that was 
not unique nor was it of sufficient quantity, quality, and value to constitute a valid locatable mineral 
discovery. In 1978, United States v. Margaret Mansfield held the Pink Lady claims to be invalid and all 
other obsidian claims were relinquished shortly thereafter. Obsidian from locations on the Warner 
Mountains has since been held to be a common variety mineral material subject to management and 
disposal by the Warner Mountain Ranger District (WMRD) as provided by law. 
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The WMRD established a formal Obsidian Management Policy in 1992 following an environmental 
analysis with public participation. The analysis identified and selected the four obsidian Collection 
Areas now governed by the Policy because of the extent of historic mining activities and loss of any 
archaeological value. These Collection Areas are managed as common use areas and community pits, 
making mineral materials available where reasonable protection of other resources can be assured, 
with the ability to preserve other obsidian locations across Modoc National Forest that retain sufficient 
archaeological integrity to qualify for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. All other 
obsidian sources located on the Modoc National Forest are now protected by law as heritage resources 
and collecting within unauthorized areas may result in issuance of a violation notice. 

 
Recent Issues (2020) 
 
Due to the recent sharp increase in demand for Warner Mountain Obsidian, commercial mining impacts 
have increased as overseas purchasers seek large quantities associated with filling shipping containers. This 
has led to a number of accelerated impacts to the resource, surrounding forest and nearby communities. 
Theft and illegal mining activities have increased substantially with evidence of heavy equipment, 
unauthorized roads, wildfire ignitions, unsafe mining practices, public complaints, impacts on other forest 
users, negative effects to nearby campgrounds, and an overall unsustainable removal of this non-renewable 
resource. The community of Davis Creek, CA and the Pit River Tribe have repeatedly asked the Forest Service 
to address these issues for the safety of their communities and sustainability of this important resource.  

 
The WMRD has the responsibility to insure this resource is available to tribal members for traditional 
cultural practices for generations to come and to provide this unique recreational activity for those who can 
use the resource responsibly. A small percentage of users are causing most of the issues, but the current 
situation has become unmanageable, so a moratorium has been enacted on all commercial collection. 
 
Personal use of this unique resource is not only a traditional cultural activity, but also an unrivaled 
recreational activity drawing visitors to Modoc County from long distances. This has led the Modoc National 
Forest, Pit River Tribe, and Modoc County to work together to address theft and resource damage while still 
maintaining personal use access under strict permitting and possession limits.  

 
Collection Area Locations 

 
Figure 1 shows the location and size of the designated Collection Areas. Maps with specific inventoried 
footprints are provided in Appendix A. Latitude and longitude is given from the approximate center of 
the Collection Area. As of the 2019 season, disturbance at each Community Pit was well-within the 
boundaries established in 1992. These boundaries can be located on the ground via GPS when needed. 
Collection areas will also be reposted on the ground prior to the 2020 collection season. 
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Collection Area Location and Size 
 

Name Legal Location/Latitude and Longitude Acres 
Rainbow Mine T46N, R14E, SE1/4 SE1/4, Sec. 12 and NE1/4 NE1/4, Sec. 14.8 

 13/ 
41o 50’ 04.47”N 120o 17’ 46.29”W 

 

Pink Lady Mine T45N, R15E, SE1/4 NE1/4 and SE1/4, Sec. 32/ 7.5 
 41o 43’ 48.45N 120o 16’ 46.54W  

Obsidian Needles Mine T45N, R14E, SW1/4 SE1/4, Sec. 12/ 3.2 
 41o 44’ 55.38”N 1200 18’ 11.10”W  

Middle Fork Davis Creek T45N, R14E, NE1/4 NE1/4, Sec. 26 &  
T45N, R14E, SW1/4 SE1/4, Sec. 23/ 

5.5 

Mine 410 43’ 06.97N 1200 18’ 58.52”W  

 Figure 1 – Location and Size  

Access   
 

The four Collection Areas are accessible by public road under the jurisdiction of either Modoc County or 
the Modoc National Forest (MDF). Road standards vary from native to gravel surface. With the 
exception of the (Lassen Creek) Rainbow Mine that can comfortably be reached by passenger car, high 
clearance vehicles are recommended. In general, the Collection Areas are accessible throughout the 
collecting season. Road and forest conditions are available Monday through Friday, excluding Federal 
holidays, at the WMRD office, 530-279-6116, and the MDF Supervisor’s Office, 530-233-5811. 
General conditions are also recorded Monday through Friday on the 24-hour MDF information 
number, 530- 233-8819. 
 
Signing and maintenance of the access routes is a cooperative effort of Forest Engineering, WMRD 
and Modoc County where County jurisdiction applies. Figure 2 provides examples of the route 
identification signing. 
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Public Road Sign Design 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Vertical ID for 
maintenance 
level 2 Forest 
roads 
recommended 
for high 
clearance 
vehicles 

Horizontal ID for 
maintenance level 3- 
5 Forest roads 
suitable for 
passenger cars 

Forest distinctive route (aka 
primary route) for significant, well- 
traveled maintenance level 3-5 
Forest roads 

Example of county 
road ID sign with 
trapezoidal shape 

Figure 2 – Route Signing 
 

Access within the designated Collection Areas is restricted to the native surfaced roads largely 
established during the historic claim period from 1950 to 1973. Use of vehicles within the Collection 
Areas is not authorized except under established Forest road and off-road use guidelines. 
 
In order to reduce vehicular convenience that has led to theft and excessive material removal in the 
Middle Fork Davis Creek Collection Area, the access road will be blocked, obliterated, and rehabilitated, 
leaving only a foot trail. Collectors will be required to park at the turnout along County Road 11 and 
walk in to the designated Collection Area. 

 
Authorized Activities 

 
• Seasonal collection: Obsidian Collection Areas will be annually open and available for collection 

during daylight hours (1/2 hour before sunrise to or until ½ hour after sunset) from June 15 to 
September 15, unless otherwise determined by the District Ranger. Unseasonable weather 
conditions or resource conditions may affect the opening and closing dates. Personal Use 
collectors are advised to contact the WMRD in Cedarville or the MDF Supervisor’s Office in 
Alturas for specific information. 

• Personal Use Obsidian Collection Policy: A Personal Use Authorization will be issued to 
individuals for digging, collection, and possession of a maximum of two 5-gallon buckets of 
obsidian from any of the four Collection Areas in aggregate. Monitors and law enforcement 
personnel will carry buckets to check quantities for those using other containers.  

For the 2020 season, personal use will continue to be offered free of charge. Authorizations must 
be obtained in advance and issued documents must remain in possession when collecting and 
transporting obsidian. As of 2020, all  authorizations must be obtained from the MDF  
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Supervisor’s Office at 225 W 8th St, Alturas, CA 96101. Prospective collectors must present a valid 
form of identification, their vehicle description and license plate number, and their address prior 
to receiving a personal use authorization. No representatives other than the primary collector will 
be allowed. 

Only manual methods are allowed for collecting: hand tools such as picks, shovels, trowels, pry-
bars, or screwdrivers may be used for excavation. Use of water for hydraulic digging is NOT 
ALLOWED, nor are cranes or other vehicle-mounted devices.  

The authorization is good for a two-calendar day period. No more than 25 authorizations will be 
issued for any given day. Authorizations will be valid at any of the four collection areas. Individuals 
in good standing will be allowed up to 5 authorizations per year, and must return to the 
Supervisor’s Office for each permit. 

Authorizations will provide instructions that reflect law and policy, protection of Forest resources, 
safe working slopes, and protection of resources. Authorization content will be subject to annual 
review to adequately address any changing conditions. Digging and collection is authorized only 
within the signed Collection Areas, and excluding any portion of the Area signed or designated 
otherwise.  

Discarding of processing waste material is not allowed on NFS lands.  
• Commercial Obsidian Collection Policy: Commercial obsidian collection will no longer be 

authorized due to unsustainable use, proliferating theft, resource damage, and other reasons as 
explained on Page 2 of this document. 

 
 
Reclamation & Rehabilitation 

 
Complete reclamation of the designated obsidian Collection Areas will not be completed in full until 
such time as the resource is depleted or the WMRD makes a decision to no longer offer excavation and 
collection of obsidian at these sites. If unauthorized removal can be addressed, the four designated 
Collection Areas contain a cumulative volume of obsidian that will meet the annual personal use rate for 
more than a 50-year period. This is based on the surface areas analyzed and authorized by the 1992 & 
2015 NEPA decisions, and excavation with reclamation resulting in a 1:1 slope. An estimated 
reclamation cost (Exhibit 10) provides what is currently known in needed reclamation activities and 
would meet current Forest Service standard. The final reclamation plan would be developed based on 
the practices and standards then in effect, estimated to be year 2070. 

 
Under this Policy, the four Collection Areas will be managed as seasonally open (June 15 to September 
15) common use Collection Areas. Annual maintenance of the excavations will be done by the WMRD 
within the public use areas. Required maintenance involving resloping excavation areas to ensure a 1:1 
residual slope will be done by the collector immediately prior to leaving Collection Areas after 
completing collection activities. 

 
Forest Service maintenance of the Collection Areas will take prior to, during, and after collection 
season, and will include the following actions. Maintenance may require the temporary suspension of 
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Personal Collection authorizations for public and resource protection. Resource specialists and Tribal 
representatives will be consulted to ensure work complies with expectations and minimizes resource 
concerns. 
 
Additional measures include: 

• Inspection of trees for soundness within and adjacent to, that is within 100 feet of, the 
Collection Areas. Trees that pose a hazard will be felled in accordance to current danger tree 
policy. 

• To meet the large woody debris management goal, at least 5 logs per acre will be retained 
within each Collection Area. Preference is for cull logs at least 16 inches in diameter; however, 
stumps and root wads will also be left on site. Ground cover including soil, duff and vegetation 
within the Collection Areas, but outside active excavations, will be retained for soil 
conservation. Vehicle use is not authorized except on established roads. 

• Examination of all open pits to determine if slopes meet a 1:1 ratio for an incline. Stepped 
configurations that also average a 1:1 slope may be used to prevent overhang collapse or 
unsafe pit walls. Pits that do not meet the correct ratio will be brought into compliance. 

• General inspection of the disposal sites and surrounding areas to identify any associated public 
health and safety concerns such as improper disposal of refuse, damage to trees or other 
resources, and unauthorized excavation. 

• General inspection and coordination with Engineering staff regarding the overall condition of 
access roads and parking areas. 

• Inspection of sites for populations of noxious weeds as identified by the Selected Noxious Weeds 
of Northeastern California, A Field Identification Guide. Any populations will be treated as 
directed by the Forest Botanist to prevent spread. 

 
 
Camping, Refuse, and Sanitation 

 
Camping on the MDF is authorized by law, regulation, and the MDF camping policy. Obsidian 
collection authorization holders are individuals recreating on the WMRD and need no further 
authorization to camp within the existing MDF policy. 

Obsidian collectors may camp within the limitations of the MDF policy. All collector-generated trash 
must be removed by collectors – “Pack it in, Pack it out”. Furthermore, obsidian processing waste 
must be disposed of off NFS lands, including established campgrounds. 

Camps and human waste disposal sites must be located a minimum of 250 feet away from designated 
Collection Areas, roads, water sources and streams. Human waste “cat holes” must be dug in soil a 
depth of 6-8 inches and 4-6 inches in diameter. The cat hole should be covered and disguised with 
natural materials when finished. If camping in the area for more than one night, or if camping with a 
large group, cat hole sites should be widely dispersed. At no time will surface deposit of human waste 
be acceptable and will be cause for immediate suspension or termination of collection privileges. 

Failure to maintain excavations and camping areas in a condition acceptable to the authorizing officer 



 Updated June 2020 

7 

 

 

can result in termination of the collector’s future privileges, potential citation, and cost recovery for 
cleanup and restoration. 

 
There are no WMRD-provided sanitation facilities at the four Collection Areas. The general public 
obtaining authorizations will be provided location maps with campgrounds shown where facilities are 
available.  
 

Withdrawal 
 

Modoc National Forest considers the four obsidian collection areas withdrawn by appropriation, in 
accordance with the 1992 and 2015 NEPA decisions and conformance of this Management Plan with 
applicable laws, regulations, and policy. While this status prevents activities associated with mining 
claims from taking place within the community pits, it does not prevent the filing of claims in the 
future. To better preserve these community pits for responsible long-term use and to prevent future 
claims and conflicts, Modoc National Forest staff intend to formally withdraw the four collection areas 
from location and entry under the US mining laws. This process is not expected to affect the collection 
operations addressed in this Management Plan. 

 

Monitoring & Enforcement 
 

Monitoring of personal collections will be done by Minerals Administrators, Forest Protection Officers, 
Forest Law Enforcement Officers, Modoc County Sherriff’s Department, and other WMRD-designated 
staff. East-side Recreation and Fire staff will include the Collection Areas as part of their normal patrol 
routes. All monitors will report any concerns or violations immediately to Modoc Dispatch (MICC), the 
responsible official, and the minerals administrator. In addition, qualified and certified Forest 
Protection Officers have the authority and responsibility to: 

 
1. Observe and report in a timely manner violation of Federal laws and regulations to special 

agents or law enforcement officers. 
2. Attempt to gain voluntary compliance by informing and educating persons who appear to 

be in violation of rules and regulations. 
3. Issue Form FS-5300-4, Violation Notice. 
4. Issue violation notices for any violation of Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 242 and 

261, subject to the requirements and limitations described in FSM 5304.6 and FSM 5304.61. 
 

Non-Discrimination Policy 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, 
and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender 
identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental 
status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance, 
or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by 
the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)
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Appendix A 
Obsidian Collection Area Maps 
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(Lassen Creek) Rainbow Mine:  T46N, R14E, SE1/4 SE1/4, Sec. 12 and NE1/4 NE1/4, Sec. 13 
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Pink Lady Mine:  T45N, R15E, NE/14 and NE1/4 /se1/4 Sec. 32

 
Obsidian Needles:  T45N, R14E, SW1/4 SE1/4, Sec. 12
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Middle Fork Davis Creek Mine:  T45N, R14E, NE1/4 NE1/4, Sec. 26 
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