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Curation
 CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT

Preserving Irreplaceable Cultural Heritage 
                         In The Public Interest

In Section 1 (16 U.S.C. 470b) of the National Historic Preservation Act, Congress finds and declares that the preservation of 
irreplaceable heritage is in the public interest so that its vital legacy of cultural, educational, aesthetic, inspirational, economic, 
and energy benefits will be maintained and enriched for future generations of Americans.

The Heritage Program of the Sierra National Forest preserves and maintains many forms of irreplaceable heritage such as 
photographs, documents, and artifacts.   These objects provide a  path into history.  Through each object, we are able to touch 
distant lives, events, values, and beliefs.

“Artifacts are the touchstones that bring memories and meanings to life. 
They make history real.”
                                 Brown University Professor Steven Lubar

Clovis point, circa 10,000 years B.P.


