
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Tread Lightly! Inc., Awards $2,000 Grant to the Delta National Forest to 
Restore Trails and Recreation Sites 
 
Tread Lightly! Inc. has awarded the Delta National Forest funding through the grant initiative, named 25 for 25, 
which awarded 25 stewardship projects throughout the country in honor of the organization’s 25th Anniversary.  
This $2,000 grant will go toward improving trails on the Delta National Forest during the 2016 National Trails 
Day Event. On June 4, 2016, the Delta National Forest will host the 1st Annual National Trails Day event at the 
Blue Lake Recreation Area in Sharkey County, Mississippi.  The restoration and the cleanup activities are 
sponsored by Tread Lightly! Inc., the Mississippi Lower Delta Partnership, and Cary Christian Center. This event 
is dedicated to connecting youth and the surrounding community to public lands and giving back to the lands that 
provide so much enjoyment. 

The National Trails Day event will begin at 9am with registration and a safety briefing.  “We will divide into 
groups and work on trail maintenance, sign rehab, and installation, and overall area clean-up,” said District Ranger 
Valencia Morris.  “Lunch will be provided at noon, and then we will have activities for youth and adults to enjoy 
the Blue Lake Recreation Area.  Bring comfortable clothes and a curious mind.” 

Those interested in attending are invited to visit http://nationaltrailsday.americanhiking.org/events/blue-lake-
recreation-area-hiking-trail-day/ for more information and to register for this event.  There is truly something for 
everyone to do and experience. 

The Delta National Forest contains over 60,000 acres of the nation’s remaining bottomland hardwoods and 
forested wetlands. The forest offers some of the finest hunting opportunities in Mississippi with over 45 miles of 
recreational trails, two developed recreation areas, and five green-tree reservoirs for waterfowl habitat.  Resident 
species making their home among the woodlands, sloughs, and reforested areas include the American alligator, 
white-tailed deer, wild turkey, squirrel, Louisiana Black Bear, and other small furbearers. 

The Delta National Forest is located in Sharkey County north of Vicksburg, Mississippi, within the floodplain 
of the Mississippi River. It is one of the few hardwood forests remaining in the Mississippi Delta. For more 
information about the Delta National Forest, contact the Delta Ranger District at (662) 873-6256 or visit us at 
www.fs.usda.gov/mississippi.  
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