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The FS Experience: Fur, Feathers, Fins, Flames and Flora: Connecting Youth to the Outdoors 

To: Pre-school, Kindergarten, Elementary, Middle and High Schools, and Biology, Science, 
Geography Classrooms; Other Community Organizations with a focus on Natural History, Biology, 
Science, and Geography. 

Dear Teachers, Instructors and Coordinators: 

Again this year the Willamette National Forest will be offering conservation education talks and field trips. 
Programs are available for pre-school, kindergarten, elementary, middle and high schools and may be of 
particular interest to Biology, Science, Conservation Education, and Geography classes. 

Our Visiting Wildlife Biologist for this year is Cedric Maforimbo from Zimbabwe, who will be coordinating and 
implementing much of the program. He is a conservation education practit ioner who runs a rural schools­
based biodiversity monitoring project for Dambari Wildlife Trust. Prior to this position, he taught high school 
Agriculture and Science. Cedric graduated with a Bachelor's degree in Animal Science and Rangeland 
Management from Lupane State University in Zimbabwe and also took a Field Course in Tropical Eco logy and 
Conservation with the Tropical Biology Association in Tanzania. 

Our Naturewatch program, The FS Experience, emphasizes providing outdoor learning opportunities to youth 
through fie ld trips and active restoration projects. The theme for 2016 is " Pollinators Forever !" This program 
includes a discussion about what bird takes the role of hummingbirds in Africa. 

During the past nine years that we have been offering these education programs, many schoo ls and 
organizations have taken advantage of them, including Baumans Tree Fa rm, Lane County Audubon Society, 
the McKenzie schools, Eugene 4J School District, Springfield School District, Jefferson, Camp Creek, Oakhill 
Schools, Lane Community College, University of Oregon, and Oregon State University. 

The attached program flyer provides more information about these programs. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if you require more details, or if you have any specific requests. We may be able to also offer 
programs about other topics such as fisheries, water, botany, archeology and forestry. These programs can 
be offered at your school or organization meeting place or as field t rips on the Willamette National Forest. 
For more information please contact Cedric directly at 541-822-7251 email: cmaforimbo@fs.fed.us or Ruby 
Seitz ruseit z@fs.fed.us. 

Enclosures: Education act ivities offered t hrough August 2016. 
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Conservation Education Activities 
May-August 2016 

The McKenzie River Ranger District of 
the Willamette National Forest invites you 

to schedule Conservation Education 
activities presented by Cedric Maf orimbo, 
visiting Wildlife Biologist from Zimbabwe. 

Activities are free of charge. 
Contact us soon to reserve a program 

datel 

Email: cmaforimbo@f s. fed. us 
Office Phone: 541-822-7251 



Interview witli Cearic tlie Wooc(pecker 
(jrad"es: 'PrescliooC- 2Ni (jraae 

'lime: 30-45 minutes aeyemfing on grade 
Cearic is a human sizea wooc(pecker that is avaifafJ(e to Ee interviewee[ Ey your 
stuaents! Jfe wiC{ give a short ta{k ant£ then fieW questions from the students. 
Students wi[{ {earn afJout the {ije of this extraorcfinary fJircf. 

Sa{{y/Sammy tlie S'Mf} 
(jraaes: PrescliooC-3ra (jraae 

'lime: 30-45 minutes cCeyemfing on gracCe 
Sa{{y is a Vouefas fir tree that has fJeen hit fJy fightning ant£ is now 'Just a snag" or 
stancfing aeaa tree. Stuaents wi{{ {earn throueh an interactive yuyyet show how 
snags are imyortant to wiWCife ant£ how they hefp maintain a hea{thy forest. 
Program inc{udes many wi{a{ife yuyyets. 

:ALL (j'R.JlV'ES (TafR.s {istea 6efow wi{{ take uy to 45 :Minutes) 

.'A Vay as a 'Biofogist 
Students wi{{ {earn what it is fike to fJe a fJiofogist. They wi{{ exyfore aifferent 
tyyes of fie{c[ 'Work fike managing fiafJitats ant£ researcfiine wi{a[ife. Stuaents wiff 
afso comyare fiow tfiis yrofession has changea over time. 

'Bira :Migration 
.'Amazing ana £Jig fJiras cross the continent ffyine every year! Xtc[s wi{{ Cearn how 
tfiis syectacufar migration occurs, aru£ a{{ the cha{{enges invofvec[ in raytor 
migration. 

Si.u{fs, .'AntCers, Jforns ancf jur 
Ya{uafJCe information can fJe Cearnea afJout animafs from tfieir skuili. Stuaents wi{{ 
{earn natura{ history facts afJout sever a{ animafs tftroueh actua{ sku{fs, ant{ers aru£ 
horns in this exciting yresentation. Program afignea with Nationa{ 'Eaucation 
Science Stanaaras. 

jorest Conservation 

This is an exciting ant£ interesting ta{k with fun games afJout forest conservation. 
What is forest conservation? Why is it imyortant? .'Ana fiow can you get invo{vea 
ant£ fiefp conserve your forest ? 
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ZI:M'B.:A'BW'E: '11ie jaraway Lana of Natura{Wonaers 

Learn about tfie many natura{ attractions tfiat are fauna in Zimbabwe wfiich 
inc{uae "Victoria :fa{{s, tfie amazing Gig five ana otfier wiGf{ije in tfie Jfwange 
Nationa{ 'Park, tfie fJa{ancing rocks in the :M.atoyos Nationa{ 'Park ana more! 

Savina tlie :African 'Rhinoceros 

Zimbabwe is home to tfie fourtfi fargest yoyu{ation of .African rfiinos in tfie worG£. 
'But their wor{a yoyufation is very {ow because of yoacfiing for tfieir fiorn, ana tfiey 
are fast nearing extinction. 'T'fiis yresentation wi{{ te{{ you about tfie efforts tfiat are 
being maae in Zimbabwe to save rhinos ana maybe wi({ give you iaeas of how you 
can fiefp! 

'Po{finators; J-{umminafJin£s in ..'America aruf Sunhiras in Zimbabwe 

Wfiat are yo{finators aruf wfiat is tfieir ro(e? Wfiere cou(a we Jina hummingfJirdS? 
Can we Jina tfiem in Zimbabwe? If not, who takes tfieir ro(e tfiere? Whicfi otfier 
yo({inators are there? 'T'his yrogram wi{{ focus on the answers to a{{ these questions 
ana wfiat you can ao to yrotect tliem, inc(uding in your own garaen at fiome. 

Stw£ents wfio :Monitor Nature 

Cfiifaren wfio atterui rura{ secorufary sclioo{s tfiat fJoraer tlie :M.atoyos Nationa{ 
'Park in Zimbabwe fiave been monitoring yoyufations of biras, insects aruf trees for 
just over four years now, aruf fiave fun wfiife. fe.arning. jirul out more about tfieir 
yrogram aru£ exy(ore yossib(e ways to connect witfi tfiese stw£ents! 

jafJuCous Sa{nwn Journey 

Sa(mon accomy{isfi one of tfie biggest journeys across tfie ocean, just once in their (ije 
to syawning. In tfiis interesting ta{k stuaents wi{( (earn liow ana wfiy tfiese 
fascinating fisfi migrate as ya rt of tfieir {ije cycfe., ana once they fiave reacfiea tfieir 
aestination, fiow tfiey nest. 


