
 
 
 
BACKGROUND: Good Neighbor Authority (GNA) enables the Forest Service to partner with states to achieve restoration 
and resilient landscape objectives across ownership boundaries through cooperative agreements.  
 
The 2014 Farm Bill and the 2014 Consolidated Appropriations Act provide the authority for the Forest Service to enter 
into contracts and agreements with state agencies to perform forest, rangeland, and watershed restoration services, 
including timber sales, when similar and complementary activities occur on and off of federal land.  After more than a 
decade of temporary authority limited to two states, the authority was expanded to include all states with National 
Forest System land and Bureau of Land Management public land.   
 
The goal of GNA in Idaho is to increase the pace and scale of forest and watershed restoration activities on federal 
forests. These cooperative efforts can help improve forest health, reduce fuels and threats to communities and 
watersheds from catastrophic wildfires, and create more jobs and economic benefits. Successful implementation of GNA 
in Idaho will require a focused and committed effort from all partners over the next several years to achieve these 
benefits.    
 
2016 Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) Appropriation: During the 2016 session, the Idaho Legislature approved a 
$562,000 budget enhancement that will enable IDL to: 
 

(1) Hire three positions, along with necessary equipment and supplies, to implement GNA in Idaho. The positions 
include a program manager, forester, and grants/contracts analyst. ($262,000) 

(2) Contract with professional foresters to conduct surveys, stand exams, timber sale preparation and timber sale 
administration through GNA agreements. ($300,000) 

 
GNA-related work in Idaho so far: A working group made up of diverse interests was established in 2014 to explore 
federal land management options, including GNA implementation, in Idaho. The group met throughout 2015. Several 
IDL staff members have also been actively engaged throughout 2015 and 2016 in discussions with the Forest Service and 
forest industry. 
 
IDL hired a contractor to facilitate and explore the development of a GNA master agreement with Forest Service Regions 
1 and 4. The contractor is working with IDL and Forest Service staff to analyze the economic, operational, and biological 
viability of possible GNA projects.  
 
Partners have signed a GNA master agreement for Idaho, which will result in projects starting as soon as summer 2016.  
 
Contributions from all partners: Successful GNA implementation in Idaho during the start-up phase (first 3-5 years) 
requires financial commitments from all partners, including the State of Idaho, Forest Service, and forest industry. The 
State of Idaho commitment comes in the form of in-kind services provided through IDL staff and the budget 
enhancement approved during the 2016 legislative session.  
 
The Forest Service contribution will pay for a program manager, forester, and grants/contracts analyst as well as some 
contractor field preparation costs for a 3- to 5-year period. The forest industry contribution (dedicated fund portion) will 
cover one-time capital outlay costs (laptops, vehicles, radios, etc.) in the first year, along with ongoing funds to help 
cover contractor fees. Project income generated from GNA projects would be used to further more restoration work 
within the geographical area of the specific project.   
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