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CHAPTER 1.  INTRODUCTION 
Topics associated with Human Dimensions are generally those aspects of forest 
management where human interactions, needs or values are primary as opposed to those 
aspects of forest management where the biophysical is primary.  Examples of 
management areas that are covered within the Human Dimensions heading are listed 
below: 

• Recreation Activities – description of recreation activities provided on the forest. 

• Recreation Opportunity Spectrum – methodology for assessing recreation 
opportunities, presently and into the future 

• Roadless Areas – unaltered or unroaded lands meeting criteria outlined in Forest 
Service directives that are evaluated for wilderness quality and potential for 
recommendation to Congress for designation into the National Wilderness 
Preservation System 

• Wilderness and Other Congressionally Designated lands – description of lands 
that have specific management emphasis as directed by Congress through 
legislation. 

• Wild and Scenic Rivers – an evaluation of free flowing waters that are evaluated 
against a criteria for potential recommendations to Congress for inclusion in the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System 

• Research Natural Areas – an evaluation of lands identified as reference 
ecosystems.   

• Special Interest Areas – identification of areas with unique or special 
characteristics that require special management considerations.  Characteristics 
may be biological, cultural, geological, or aquatic. 

• Communities – discussions on the interrelations between forest management and 
the local communities.  Such things as demographics, economies and social 
values are considered. 
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