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FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

 

Bitterroot National Forest 

Supervisor’s Office 

1801 N. 1st Street 

Hamilton, MT 59840 

Phone: (406) 363-7100 

Hours: M-F, 8:00 AM-4:30 PM 

 

Stevensville  

Ranger District 

88 Main Street 

Stevensville, MT 59870 

Phone: (406) 777-5461  

Hours: M-F, 8:00 AM-4:30 PM 

 

 

 

West Fork  

Ranger District 

6735 West Fork Road 

Darby, MT 59829 

Phone: (406) 821-3269 

Hours: M-F, 8:00 AM-4:30 PM 

 

Darby/Sula  

Ranger District 

712 N. Main Street 

PO Box 388 

Darby, MT 59829 

Phone: (406) 821-3913 

Hours: M-F, 8:00 AM-4:30 PM 

www.fs.usda.gov/bitterroot 

 

www.facebook.com/DiscoverBitterrootNF/  
 

 

ATV/OHV Riding 

Opportunities on the 

Bitterroot  

National Forest 

www.fs.usda.gov/bitterroot 

www.facebook.com/discoverthebitterroot 



 

 

West Fork Ranger District 

 

Overwhich Falls Trails 

182 & 248–  

Directions to Trailhead - 

Head south from Darby, MT 

for 4.3 miles.  Turn south-

west (right) onto West Fork 

Rd.  Take West Fork Road 

south past Painted Rocks 

Lake to Forest Road #5703.  

At Forest Road #5703 turn 

east and follow this road 

approximately 2 miles to 

Forest Road #5706. Turn north and follow this road. There is a good 
turnaround and parking for vehicles and trailers about 7 miles from the 

trailhead in NW Section 17, west of Gentile Creek.  

 

Trail Description - The Overwhich Falls ATV trail is a beautiful 8 

mile ride to Overwhich Falls and is a wonderful destination spot.  

While most of the trail is relatively easy, some steep rocky sections 

require more skill.  Trial #182 to the junction with trail #248 and trail 

#248 to Overwhich Falls is open for ATV use from Dec. 2nd—Oct. 

14th.  These trails are open to all non-motorized activities for the re-

mainder of the year.  All single track trails intersecting this route are 

closed to ATVs.  These  ATV trails are used by a variety of people and 

encounters with horses, hikers and mountain bikers may occur. There 

is no camping at the trailhead.  
 

 

 

 

Darby/Sula Ranger District 

 

Hart Bench Loop -  

Directions - Approximately 

4.4 miles south of Darby on 

Hwy 93, turn west on West 

Fork Road #473, go for ap-

proximately 3 miles to the 

Leavens Gulch Road, turn north 

(right) and follow the Leavens 

Gulch Road for approximately 

2 miles to FS Boundary, Road 

5711.  Park along any of the pullouts and begin your ride. 

 

Trail Information - This is a nice ride with some elevation gain and 
fun downhill.  You’ll have nice views of the Bitterroot River and Trap-

per Peak.  You will climb steadily until you arrive at Junction 374A.  

Turn left, (south) and 

go downhill for about 

1/2 mile before start-

ing a slow steady 

climb for about 3 

miles arriving at a sad-

dle.  Soon you will 

begin your ride down-

hill ending at the junc-

tion of FS RD. 374.  

Turn left (south) rid-

ing about two miles 

before you arrive at 

the West Fork Road.  

Turn left (northeast) 

and continue about 4 

miles arriving at he 

junction of Leavens 

Gulch Road.  Turn left 

(north) riding through 

private land, back to 

your vehicle. Total 

trail length is 17 miles. 



 

 

Darby/Sula Ranger District 

 

Railroad Creek Loop -  

Directions - Approximately 3 miles south of Hamilton on Hwy 93, 

turn east on Skalkaho Hwy #38, travel approximately 13 miles.  Turn 

right (southeast) on Skalkaho-Rye Road #75, you can park in the dis-

persed camping area, just across the bridge. 

 

Trail Information - From the parking area, ride up Road #75 for 2 

miles.  Turn left (east) on Railroad Creek Road #711.  Follow for 

about 12 mile, 

with the first 

half being up-

hill with 

switchbacks.  
This road has 

many spur 

roads, so stay 

on the main 

dirt road.  The 

last part is 

downhill and 

will take you 

back to 

Skalkaho Hwy 

#38, which is 

paved.  Turn 

left (west) and 

ride about 5 

miles down to 

the Skalkaho-

Rye Rd. #75.  

Turn left to 

return to your 

vehicle.  Total 

trail length is 19 miles.   

 

 

West Fork Ranger District 

 
 



 

 

West Fork Ranger District 
 

Thunder Mountain Road - Head south from Darby, MT for 4.3 

miles.  Turn southwest (right) onto West Fork Rd.  Take West 

Fork Road south past Painted Rocks Lake to Hughes Creek Road 
on the left.  After a little over a mile, turn right on Forest Road 

#5685.  Follow the road until you come to the gate.  You can park 

your vehicle at the gate.  There are approximately 25 miles one way 

of dirt road to drive your ATV.  The roads are closed yearlong to 

full size vehicles and closed October 15th - December 1st for 

ATVs.  This is an easy scenic ride great for families.  There are lots 

of good views and makes for a fun day ride.  Great place to have a 

picnic as well. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Darby/Sula Ranger District 

 

McCart Lookout - From 

Sula, MT head northwest 0.2 

miles on Highway 93. Turn 

northeast (right) onto East 

Fork Rd. (county road #472). 

Go approximately 15 miles 

and turn south (right) onto 

Forest Service Road #435 

(Johnson Peak Trail). Travel 

5.5 miles to the trailhead.   

Hike about 1.5 miles to the lookout tower. The tower is situated 

east of the Bitterroot Valley, at an elevation of 7,115 feet. It was 

named for William McCart, who settled the area but failed to com-
plete his homestead entry to patent. It is poised on the edge of the 

Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness and offers beautiful views of the 

Pintler Mountains to the east and the Bitterroot Mountains to the 

west.  

 

Sula Peak Lookout - 

This peak has an active fire 

lookout. It can be driven up 

on a good road starting 

from Forest Service Road 

5727, just south of the 

Spring Gulch Campground 

on highway 93. The ride is 

3.6 miles to the top. Visit-

ing hours for the Lookout 

are from 9:30AM to 

6:00PM during the fire season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Stevensville Ranger District 
 

Bear Creek Overlook  

From Victor,  go approximately 

3 miles south on U.S. Hwy. 93 

and turn west on Bear Creek 

Road.  Travel approximately 2.5 

miles to Red Crow Road. Turn 

right or north and follow Red 

Crow Road for about 2 miles 

until the junction with Pleasant 

View Drive.  Turn left or west on Pleasant View Drive and travel for 

about 2 miles until it turns into Gash Creek Road #737, which is grav-

el.  From the start of Gash Creek Road #737, follow the road for ap-

proximately 2 miles to its junction with Road #1325. Follow Road 

#1325 for approximately 3.5 miles to the switchback and junction with 

spur Road #73889.  Travel for less than ¼ mile to reach the scenic 

vista. The Bear Creek Vista is easily accessible by vehicle/ATV, but does 
not provide access to the trail to Bear Creek Overlook.  It is simply a 

dead end spur road with stunning views of the Bitterroot Mountains 

and Bear Creek drainage.  The Bear Creek Overlook trailhead is locat-

ed approx. ½ mile past this switchback.  Both sites provide spectacular 

views!  To hike the trail - It is a  2.8 miles round trip hike and takes no 

more than an hour to reach the Bear Creek Overlook.  There is no 

other Bitterroot trail quite equal to the visual impact of this trail.   

 

1315 Road to Sweeney Creek Trail Head- From Florence, MT 

drive south on Hwy 93 about 1.5 miles and turn right (west) onto 

Sweeney Creek Loop. Where the road turns left (south) after one 

mile, continue straight (west) for about 0.4 miles on gravel past resi-

dences to a junction.  The dirt road is bumpy, and has huge expansive 

views of the Bitterroot Valley. 

 

 

West Fork Ranger District 



 

 

 
 

West Fork Ranger District 

 

Woods Creek Road 

to Horse Creek Hot 

Springs - Head south 

from Darby, MT for 4.3 

miles.  Turn southwest 

(right) onto West Fork 

Rd. and follow for 31 

miles.  You can park 

your vehicle at the junc-

tion of West Fork Road 

and Woods Creek Road.  Take Woods Creek Road and travel 

roughly 14 miles to Horse Creek Campground.  The hot springs are 

rock-lined and primitive.  The elevation there is 6,200 feet.  The 
main pool is surrounded by a roofless bathhouse.  An additional 

pool is down by the creek.  A parking lot, rest rooms, and a picnic 

area with a table are available near the springs.  It is a one-quarter 

mile to the campground from the hot springs.  It is disperse camp-

ing near the border of the Frank Church River of No Return Wil-

derness and Montana's Bitterroot National Forest.  There is re-

stroom facilities, but no picnic tables or fire-rings in the 

campground. There is trout fishing in nearby Woods Creek. 

     

 
 

 

 

 

West Fork Ranger District 

 

Magruder Road Corridor -  

The 101-mile primitive Magruder 

Corridor Road winds through a 

vast undeveloped area, offering 

solitude and pristine beauty as well 

as expansive mountain views.  The 

road has changed little since its 

construction by the Civilian Con-

servation Corps in the 1930s.  This 

primitive one-lane road is rough, 

steep and winding, with few 

turnouts for passing oncoming 

vehicles.  It is an extensive un-
developed area with no ser-

vices for 117 miles.  At all 

times be alert for other traffic, 

fallen trees and other debris on 

the road.  Travel time varies, 

but it takes eight to ten hours 

to travel from Red River to Darby without rest stops.  The average 

speed will be 12 –15 miles per hour.  A two-day trip is ideal with an 

overnight stay at one of the dispersed or primitive campsite locations.   


