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 MS. HAYMAN: So, good evening. We're 

really glad that you're here tonight, this is a Listening 

Session for the Colville National Forest Plan Revision. 

And as much as you might expect from a Listening Session, 

this meeting really is about listening to the verbal 

comments that you would like to make this evening. And 

we'll say a little bit more about that. 

My name is Susan Hayman, I'll be 

facilitating tonight's meeting, I am not a Forest Service 

employee, I'm with a company called Enviroissues, and we 

were contracted through the U.S. Institute for 

Environmental Conflict Resolution to be neutral 

facilitators for this meeting. 

This meeting is being hosted by the Forest 

Service, and joined by the U.S. Institute. And there are 

Forest Service people who are in the room tonight, so I 

just want to quickly introduce them so that you know that 

they are here. Rodney Smoldon back here is the Forest 

Supervisor for the Colville Forest. I'm going to 

interrupt Amy Dillon for just a minute, maybe -- or maybe 

not. Franklin Pemberton is the Public Affairs Officer 

for the Colville National Forest. Debbie Kelly is Public 

Affairs for the Forest Plan Revision Interdisciplinary 

Team. Josh White is the District Ranger for the Three 

Rivers District for the Colville National Forest. And 
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Amy Dillon is the Forest Plan Revision Team Leader for 

the Colville National Forest. So I just want to be sure 

that everybody understands that the Forest Service called 

this meeting, and they are here to listen to you this 

evening. They won't be answering questions during the 

meeting, it's really about getting your verbal comments. 

But, certainly, if you have questions, and need to have 

conversations with them, we'll talk about how to do that 

towards the end of the meeting. 

So, again, Susan Hayman, I have a couple of 

folks with me, Tricia Tillmann here, and Diana Brown are 

also with Enviroissues. Diana is going to be working the 

numbers here, if we need them tonight, we may not need to 

go any further than the numbers we have. But if you do 

want to speak, Tricia is going to ask you for your name, 

and city, and state so that we can make sure that your 

comment gets into the record in a formal sort of way. If 

you want to make a comment, but you don't want to leave 

your name, and city, and state, that's perfectly fine, 

and we'll just note it as an anonymous comment. It would 

have some effect if you then later wanted to be involved, 

potentially, in some kind of an objection process, you 

might want to be sure that at some point or another you 

get your name actually connected to a comment during this 

comment period. So, just so that you understand, that's 
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how that will work. 

Let's see, a couple other things. What will 

be super helpful tonight is any specific comments you can 

provide about either the Draft Plan or the Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement. So this comment period 

really is about your comments on those documents, and 

things that you either like about what's being proposed, 

or don't like what's being proposed, and why that is. So 

your ability to be specific about that would really be 

helpful. So, I'm going to be encouraging you to do that. 

We do have a court reporter here, he's going 

to be transcribing your comments, so your comments will 

be transcribed this way. We will also have the video 

recording that will be posted. This will all be public 

information, and then we'll have the very brief summary 

of the meetings. When you are up here making a comment, 

to the extent that you can speak slowly and clearly that 

will certainly help our court reporter to get it right. 

And if you have something that you're reading off of, if 

it's possible, that we could get a copy of that, that 

would also just help us just to be that much more 

accurate, and we appreciate that. 

If you are a speaker I have a little timer 

up here, what I'm going to ask is that you keep your 

comment to two minutes. I'm not very rough once we hit 
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the two minutes, we're not going to, you know, pull you 

away from the microphone, but as we start to approach two 

minutes you'll probably see me stand up and encourage you 

to wrap up your comment. Again, I think we're going to 

have plenty of time tonight to invite you to come back 

and make a second comment, if you would like to do that. 

But what I'll do is just make sure that everybody that 

wants to speak gets an opportunity to do that tonight. 

The other thing, again, just to remind you, 

is that there are lots of other ways to interact with the 

Forest Service, so this meeting is really about a 

response to community interest, saying to me in the 

number of times I've been here on the Colville Forest 

with pubic involvement, asking for the opportunity to 

just have a chance to speak on the record to the Forest 

Service. So that's what we really designed this to do, 

but, again, if you have a group that would like to meet 

with the Forest Service, or if you would just like to 

have more of a conversation with them, please get 

together with them after the meeting, I'm sure they'll be 

happy to figure something out for you. 

I think those are all the things that I need 

to cover in my introductory remarks, so I believe we will 

go ahead and start with our first speaker. So, sir, if 

you want to come up, and I'll make sure this is on. Why 
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don't you go ahead. 

KEN VAN DENHEUVEL: So I didn't get a 

comment prepared, but I still have to study some more 

detail to write something up in a comment period. But I 

just wanted to stop here and make some comments that I'm 

a heavy user of the Colville Forest, I recreate there 

year-round, snowshoeing, hiking, and I'm a big supporter 

of wilderness. I don't like the current proposed 

alternative because it only has three wilderness roadless 

areas proposed as wilderness. Alternative R and B both 

have significantly more wilderness, and I think with that 

it should be -- we should support that much. Alternative 

B is the one that was collaborated on by the Northeast 

Washington Forestry Council, and so I understand -- or 

respect that there are many users for the forest, and so 

that's why I would propose that alternative. I think 

wilderness is -- I highly value wilderness, for 

protecting these areas of forest, Kettle Crest, 

Abercrombie-Hooknose, even areas like Hall Mountain, it's 

very important to protect this area for connectivity for 

the wildlife species. Thanks. 

MS. HAYMAN: Thank you. All right. Sir? 

HUGH BARTLESON: Hi, my name is Hugh 

Bartleson, I was invited to a Community of Interest 

Meeting a couple months ago in Colville for motorized 
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recreation. When I entered the room I walked to some of 

the maps on display, and I immediately became so angry I 

could barely talk, and that pretty much dominated my 

thoughts that evening, and the way I felt ever since. 

The thing that struck me immediately was the use of the 

term PWA, Potential Wilderness Area, and that is in 

reference to areas that do not necessarily meet the 

requirements of the Wilderness Act of '64, whether it be 

for size, or noise, or light depravation, or any of those 

sorts of things. So what that told me was, is that the 

Forest Service is predisposed to recommending wilderness 

whether or not it meets the Wilderness Act of '64, or 

not. That really made me angry. 

And the Forest Service is bound to serve the 

public, but they are clearly only serving a small 

fraction of the public, the preservationist lobby. They 

are completely ignoring their other responsibilities, 

which, among others, are the responsibilities to the 

communities to not create more economic hardship. There 

are multiple users of the forest that are being ignored, 

that would be mining, logging, grazing, motorized 

recreation, recreation in general. Nobody needs 

wilderness, but there are studies that show the 

presence -- or the creation of no wilderness adversely 

affects the economies of local communities, yet, we have 
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all proposed actions, including more wilderness. 

In my case I would -- I consider the whole 

process to be deeply flawed, and very much of an 

injustice, and the only -- instead of all proposed 

actions, including vast areas of wilderness, perhaps, one 

should include some recommended wilderness provided that 

wilderness meets the requirements of '64. Thank you. 

MS. HAYMAN: Thank you. I'm looking for 

the person that has the last three digits on their ticket 

of 108 or 106. If either of you -- would you like to 

come on up here, Greg? And I'm not sure which number you 

are, but if you could get your name to Tricia over here, 

and then are you 108 or 106? 106. So, if the holder of 

108 wants to come up here and have a seat, then we'll get 

our next speaker in line. 

MEMBER OF AUDIENCE: I don't have any 

comments at this time. 

MS. HAYMAN: Okay. Fair enough. 

GREG FIGG: My name is Greg Figg, and I'd 

like just briefly to say how I use the forest. Our 

family has owned property in Pend Oreille County in the 

Ione area since 1971, and I have used it for the last 20 

years up there as a property owner in Pend Oreille 

County. 

I do like alternative P. I like most of P, 
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which is the Preferred Alternative. I personally have 

used the forest, primarily, we hike in the forest, and we 

also snowmobile in the forest in the winter, and have 

done some motorcycling and ATV riding also up there, but, 

primarily, snowmobiling and hiking is what I use it for. 

I like alternative P as it continues the snowmobile 

trails in the Kings Lake and Pau Pac area, and that would 

be in the general restoration and focused restoration 

area, and would like those uses to certainly continue and 

not be excluded. 

I do have a -- well, a couple of other 

things to mention, too, is the snowmobiling consists of 

on-trail usage and off-trail usage where the trail 

allows, so I guess it would be referred to as 

cross-country travel, and that that also be continued to 

be allowed in those areas as is today. 

The areas of concern I do have is, being 

a resident -- or not a resident, but a property owner and 

part-time resident up by Ione, I certainly watched the 

Baldy fire start from a wisp of smoke last year to a 

major forest fire, and my concern with the wilderness is 

it being so close to the towns of Metaline and Metaline 

Falls is with a prevailing wind coming out of the 

west/southwest it certainly would be disconcerting to see 

a fire start there and move into town. I mean last year, 
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thankfully, there was no wind, otherwise the situation I 

think would have been a lot more catastrophic. It was 

just -- it happened on a calm day, but it's not always 

that way. So that's my main concern. 

Also I'm concerned about, I've seen those 

towns struggle up there, you know, resource-based in 

Ione, Metaline and Metaline Falls, that tourism is an 

important aspect, and the wilderness designation 

certainly prohibits a lot of use except for foot travel. 

So, that is a concern I have. 

And, lastly, I see the back country 

designation up there by the Pau Pac area, as we refer to 

it, and, hopefully, that will continue to allow motorized 

uses where they exist today. Thank you. 

MS. HAYMAN: Thanks, Greg. All right. 

Do we have anyone else in the queue right now? All 

right. So, again, while we have a lottery signed up, 

obviously, if we don't have enough people that warrant 

that exercise we won't go through that. So let me just 

check, is there anyone who hasn't spoken yet that would 

like to make a comment? Sir, if you would, why don't you 

come on up, and Tricia will get your name, and city, and 

state, and then we'll have you make your comment. 

MS. HAYMAN: All right. Go ahead. 

JIM DAY: How are you doing? My name is 
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Jim Day, I was born in Spokane in 1942, and my dad and I 

used to hunt up in that area when I was barely able to 

carry a rifle, believe me. As a matter of fact, he did 

it, mostly. And you could pretty much drive across the 

river just outside of Colville -- or Kettle Falls, and 

there was a restaurant that was there, you would pull 

into the parking lot, go get a cup of coffee, or 

something, and then you would go up the hills from there 

and hike. Now, we're talking about -- and it was, 

basically, back country from that point on. Now we're 

talking about an area that is a fair distance from that, 

and it has changed immensely since that time. But those 

days are gone, and I don't think you can completely 

revive them again. 

Having said that, and looking at the maps, 

and reading the material they sent, I do have a tendency 

to agree with Plan P, I believe it is. And the reason 

is, yes, there is some new wilderness proposed, but 

there's also motorized allowed, there's also focused 

restoration, general restoration, scenic byway, back 

country, et cetera. This is probably the best mix of all 

of them, I feel. I think we have to take into 

consideration not only the people that actually live 

there, the people from Colville, Kettle Falls, but we 

also have to take into consideration the people from 
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Spokane, the people from New York City, the people from 

California, they pay taxes for this just as much as we 

do, and they, in their own right, don't even get as much 

off of it as we do, meaning, they don't use it for 

hunting, or what have you, but their considerations must 

be met, I think. Plan P, I think it probably is the 

fairest of all. Thank you.

 MS. HAYMAN: Thank you, Jim. All right. 

And let me just mention we've already heard some 

differing opinions here, and I really appreciate everyone 

just, respectfully, listening to opinions that may vary 

from your own, and just allowing people to go ahead and 

make their comments. So, thank you for that. Is there 

anyone who hasn't made a comment yet that would like to 

make a comment at this point? Is there anyone who has 

made a comment that would like to make a second one? 

Okay. So here's what -- we have a little 

practice with this happening, by the way, so here's what 

I would propose. If having asked a couple times, and I 

don't want you to feel like you're under pressure to make 

a comment if you're not ready to do that, but let me 

mention a couple things. We have a table in the back by 

those easels with maps on them, there are laptop 

computers, if you'd like to type in a comment, if you 

feel more comfortable doing that, you can certainly do 
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that tonight. And making any comment tonight, whether 

it's written, or whether it's verbal, that does not mean 

that's the last time you can comment, so you can send in 

as many written comments as you want. If you don't speak 

tonight we're going to be in Republic tomorrow night, and 

if you want to take a scenic drive you can meet us there 

tomorrow night and provide a verbal comment. So you're 

not limited to only commenting one time. So, please know 

that. 

If there aren't any other verbal comments 

right now, and knowing that we do have folks that are 

watching us online, what I would propose to do is that we 

take a 15-minute pause, so maybe about -- well, let's 

see, maybe 6:30, and see if we have anyone come in that 

is interested in making a comment, or if any of you 

decide that you would like to make a comment. So what 

we'll do is we'll just take a pause in the live 

streaming, and then take 10 minutes, and at 6:30 I'll 

check back in with you, and if we have some folks that 

either have come, or some of you that would like to make 

a comment, or a second comment, then we'll take that at 

that time. 

In the meantime we have some delicious ice 

water there, so help yourself, and we'll just take 10 

minutes, and then reconvene. Thank you. Oh, and last 
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thing, if you'd stick around -- sorry, Josh -- we do have 

to kind of wrap-up comments, so if you think you're going 

to head out the door, if you could let me know, and then 

I'll just make sure to give you those. If not, then 

we'll cover those at the end, once we're sure that we 

don't have anybody else that wants to make a comment. 

All right. So now you're free to stand up. Thank you. 

(First break in Public Meeting.)

 MS. HAYMAN: All right. So, just 

checking in, we haven't had any new folks come in, so 

just checking to see if any of those who are here, first, 

for those who haven't made a comment yet, if anyone would 

like to make a comment at this time? Yes. If you could 

come forward, and if you would please give Tricia your 

name, and city, and state. 

PATRICIA DANNER: My name is Patricia 

Danner from Spokane, Washington, and, really, I think I 

would just like to speak as an advocate for the forest, 

and as much wilderness as possible. I've been living in 

this area all my life, and hiking in the forest, more in 

Spokane, but I'm sure it's the same in the north, in the 

Colville Forest area, too, as I go by so many places now 

that used to be wild that are housing areas, and 

apartment complexes, and strip malls, and, you know, I 

don't know that any of that's going to happen in this 

14 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

forest, but all the development, and the use, and the 

logging, and all the rest of that it's -- we just really 

need to keep more places wild, and as much natural and 

wild as possible. 

I understand that the Kettle Crest is maybe 

one of the only lynx habitat areas, and I look up on 

Mt. Spokane and how much habitat the animals have lost, 

and I'm sure it's, you know, the more we develop the more 

habitat gets lost. So I think that I would advocate for 

keeping as much of the forest wild as possible, and, just 

briefly looking at those plans, it looks like, you know, 

Number R, or Letter R, or whatever, I would strongly 

advocate for that. Thank you. 

MS. HAYMAN: Okay. Thank you very much. 

Would anyone else like to make a comment? And it may be 

someone who has not made a comment yet, or someone who 

already has, we're happy to take a second comment. 

Anyone? 

Okay. So what we're going to do now -- and, 

by the way, I really appreciated the conversation I was 

seeing when we were taking our last 10-minute pause 

there, it just seemed like there were some good questions 

and answers, and good discussions going on at the maps, 

and you're definitely welcome to do that. What I'm going 

to propose to the Forest Service is that we -- again, if 
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we don't have anyone jumping up here to make a comment, 

then I would suggest we take a 15-minute pause this time, 

check back at around quarter till, and see where we're at 

as far as if have anybody else that wants to comment. 

Before we do that, though, let me just 

quickly check, are any of you planning to leave in that 

15 minutes, and, if so, I'll do -- are you? Okay. Why 

don't I go ahead and just provide the very brief little 

wrap-up information that we were going to provide. 

Please feel free to stay and listen, and 

talk to the Forest Service in this 15-minute break, but 

in the meantime, just to bring up some information here, 

again, there are numerous other ways that you can provide 

comments besides talking here tonight. You can submit 

comments electronically, you can write them, you can fax 

them, you can go to the Forest Service website, you can 

go to the online open house, they both have links that 

will take you right to the comment page, so there are 

numbers of ways to still submit comments. The comment 

period, that does end July 5th, so it's really important 

that you do get your comments in, if you want to do that, 

to be sure that you do that by July 5th. So, again, 

please avail yourself of that opportunity. 

If you've made comments already, you can 

make more, no problem with that. And I think with that, 
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then, we'll go ahead and take a 15-minute pause. If you 

want to talk to the Forest Service, they are, of course, 

hosting this meeting, and they will still be here for the 

duration, or if you want to get ahold of them after the 

meeting I'm sure they'd be happy to visit with you. So 

let's take another 15-minute pause here, so it will be 

about 10 minutes till, and we'll check back in and see if 

we have any others that would like to make comments. 

Thank you. 

(Second break in Public Meeting.)

 MS. HAYMAN: All right. Ladies and 

gentlemen, we are going to reconvene one more time, and I 

am going to check and see if there are any in the room 

who would like to make a public comment. And, again, it 

can be someone who has already spoken, or someone who 

hasn't yet. So if you're interested in making a public 

comment this would be a good time to let me know that. 

Any of you interested? All right. So what we're going 

to do is I asked Diana to put this back up on screen --

oh, excuse me --

GLEN MUMM: I have a comment. 

MS. HAYMAN: Oh, great. Please, come 

on up Glen. Let's make sure that Tricia has your 

information, and then we'll get that. Come on up. 

GLEN MUMM: Hi, there, my name is Glen 
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Mumm, I'm a member of the Spokane Winter Knights 

Snowmobile Club, my primary use in the forest is, 

obviously, motorized from dirt bikes to snowmobiles, 

ATVs, I've been doing it for many, many years, I'd just 

like to say that I really feel that the forest is for 

everybody, and for everybody to use, and that my support 

would to be behind Alternative P, it seems to give the 

best support out of all the plans, and it makes changing 

and modifying for future use much easier and less 

restrictive, and so that's where I'm going to put my 

support. Thank you. 

MS. HAYMAN: Thank you. Is there anyone 

else who would like to make a comment, or make a second 

comment? Okay. So we have other ways to make comments, 

even in this room there are computers that are at the 

back of the table there, and if you would like to submit 

a written comment tonight you're welcome to do that. You 

can submit a handwritten comment, we also have a number 

of ways on screen here, websites, e-mail addresses, other 

ways that you can make your voice heard. So July 5th is 

the close of the comment period, we certainly hope that 

you will take advantage of making specific comments about 

what you like, or don't like, and why that is, or what 

you would like to see done differently, and make sure 

those get in to the Forest Service. If you have any 
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questions for them, or if you would like them to come 

talk to your group, there's still a little bit of time, 

and I think they're still willing to entertain requests 

from people, and they'll do their best to get out there 

and meet with your group, or meet with you, and have a 

conversation about what they're proposing, and why that 

is. 

So, unless there are any others who want to 

make public comment, then we'll go ahead and conclude the 

session for this evening. I thank you all very much for 

coming, it will take us a little while to get things 

packed up here, so if you would like to stick around and 

visit with the Forest Service for just a minute, I think 

they're probably happy to do that. So, with that, thank 

you very much.

 (Public Meeting concludes at 6:55 p.m.) 
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STATE OF WASHINGTON )
) ss. 

County of Spokane ) 

I, Raymond H. Groth, do hereby certify that 

at the time and place heretofore mentioned in the caption 

of the foregoing matter, I was a Certified Shorthand 

Reporter and Notary Public for Washington; that at said 

time and place I reported in stenotype all testimony 

adduced and proceedings had in the foregoing matter; that 

thereafter my notes were reduced to typewriting and that 

the foregoing transcript consisting of 19 typewritten 

pages is a true and correct transcript of all such 

proceeding had and of the whole thereof.

 I further certify that I am herewith sending 

the said original transcript of this public meeting and 

promptly delivering the same to Susan Hayman.

 Witness my hand at Spokane, Washington, on 

this _________ day of June, 2016.

 ______________________________

 Raymond H. Groth
Certified Shorthand Reporter
CSR No. 2824

 Notary Public for Washington
My commission expires: 8-19-18 
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	 MS. HAYMAN: So, good evening. We're really glad that you're here tonight, this is a Listening Session for the Colville National Forest Plan Revision. And as much as you might expect from a Listening Session, this meeting really is about listening to the verbal comments that you would like to make this evening. And we'll say a little bit more about that. 
	My name is Susan Hayman, I'll be facilitating tonight's meeting, I am not a Forest Service employee, I'm with a company called Enviroissues, and we were contracted through the U.S. Institute for Environmental Conflict Resolution to be neutral facilitators for this meeting. 
	This meeting is being hosted by the Forest Service, and joined by the U.S. Institute. And there are Forest Service people who are in the room tonight, so I just want to quickly introduce them so that you know that they are here. Rodney Smoldon back here is the Forest Supervisor for the Colville Forest. I'm going to interrupt Amy Dillon for just a minute, maybe -- or maybe not. Franklin Pemberton is the Public Affairs Officer for the Colville National Forest. Debbie Kelly is Public Affairs for the Forest Pla
	This meeting is being hosted by the Forest Service, and joined by the U.S. Institute. And there are Forest Service people who are in the room tonight, so I just want to quickly introduce them so that you know that they are here. Rodney Smoldon back here is the Forest Supervisor for the Colville Forest. I'm going to interrupt Amy Dillon for just a minute, maybe -- or maybe not. Franklin Pemberton is the Public Affairs Officer for the Colville National Forest. Debbie Kelly is Public Affairs for the Forest Pla
	Amy Dillon is the Forest Plan Revision Team Leader for the Colville National Forest. So I just want to be sure that everybody understands that the Forest Service called this meeting, and they are here to listen to you this evening. They won't be answering questions during the meeting, it's really about getting your verbal comments. But, certainly, if you have questions, and need to have conversations with them, we'll talk about how to do that towards the end of the meeting. 

	So, again, Susan Hayman, I have a couple of folks with me, Tricia Tillmann here, and Diana Brown are also with Enviroissues. Diana is going to be working the numbers here, if we need them tonight, we may not need to go any further than the numbers we have. But if you do want to speak, Tricia is going to ask you for your name, and city, and state so that we can make sure that your comment gets into the record in a formal sort of way. If you want to make a comment, but you don't want to leave your name, and c
	So, again, Susan Hayman, I have a couple of folks with me, Tricia Tillmann here, and Diana Brown are also with Enviroissues. Diana is going to be working the numbers here, if we need them tonight, we may not need to go any further than the numbers we have. But if you do want to speak, Tricia is going to ask you for your name, and city, and state so that we can make sure that your comment gets into the record in a formal sort of way. If you want to make a comment, but you don't want to leave your name, and c
	how that will work. 

	Let's see, a couple other things. What will be super helpful tonight is any specific comments you can provide about either the Draft Plan or the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. So this comment period really is about your comments on those documents, and things that you either like about what's being proposed, or don't like what's being proposed, and why that is. So your ability to be specific about that would really be helpful. So, I'm going to be encouraging you to do that. 
	We do have a court reporter here, he's going to be transcribing your comments, so your comments will be transcribed this way. We will also have the video recording that will be posted. This will all be public information, and then we'll have the very brief summary of the meetings. When you are up here making a comment, to the extent that you can speak slowly and clearly that will certainly help our court reporter to get it right. And if you have something that you're reading off of, if it's possible, that w
	If you are a speaker I have a little timer up here, what I'm going to ask is that you keep your comment to two minutes. I'm not very rough once we hit 
	If you are a speaker I have a little timer up here, what I'm going to ask is that you keep your comment to two minutes. I'm not very rough once we hit 
	the two minutes, we're not going to, you know, pull you away from the microphone, but as we start to approach two minutes you'll probably see me stand up and encourage you to wrap up your comment. Again, I think we're going to have plenty of time tonight to invite you to come back and make a second comment, if you would like to do that. But what I'll do is just make sure that everybody that wants to speak gets an opportunity to do that tonight. 

	The other thing, again, just to remind you, is that there are lots of other ways to interact with the Forest Service, so this meeting is really about a response to community interest, saying to me in the number of times I've been here on the Colville Forest with pubic involvement, asking for the opportunity to just have a chance to speak on the record to the Forest Service. So that's what we really designed this to do, but, again, if you have a group that would like to meet with the Forest Service, or if yo
	I think those are all the things that I need to cover in my introductory remarks, so I believe we will go ahead and start with our first speaker. So, sir, if you want to come up, and I'll make sure this is on. Why 
	I think those are all the things that I need to cover in my introductory remarks, so I believe we will go ahead and start with our first speaker. So, sir, if you want to come up, and I'll make sure this is on. Why 
	don't you go ahead. 

	KEN VAN DENHEUVEL: So I didn't get a comment prepared, but I still have to study some more detail to write something up in a comment period. But I just wanted to stop here and make some comments that I'm a heavy user of the Colville Forest, I recreate there year-round, snowshoeing, hiking, and I'm a big supporter of wilderness. I don't like the current proposed alternative because it only has three wilderness roadless areas proposed as wilderness. Alternative R and B both have significantly more wilderness,
	MS. HAYMAN: Thank you. All right. Sir? 
	HUGH BARTLESON: Hi, my name is Hugh Bartleson, I was invited to a Community of Interest Meeting a couple months ago in Colville for motorized 
	HUGH BARTLESON: Hi, my name is Hugh Bartleson, I was invited to a Community of Interest Meeting a couple months ago in Colville for motorized 
	recreation. When I entered the room I walked to some of the maps on display, and I immediately became so angry I could barely talk, and that pretty much dominated my thoughts that evening, and the way I felt ever since. The thing that struck me immediately was the use of the term PWA, Potential Wilderness Area, and that is in reference to areas that do not necessarily meet the requirements of the Wilderness Act of '64, whether it be for size, or noise, or light depravation, or any of those sorts of things. 

	And the Forest Service is bound to serve the public, but they are clearly only serving a small fraction of the public, the preservationist lobby. They are completely ignoring their other responsibilities, which, among others, are the responsibilities to the communities to not create more economic hardship. There are multiple users of the forest that are being ignored, that would be mining, logging, grazing, motorized recreation, recreation in general. Nobody needs wilderness, but there are studies that show
	And the Forest Service is bound to serve the public, but they are clearly only serving a small fraction of the public, the preservationist lobby. They are completely ignoring their other responsibilities, which, among others, are the responsibilities to the communities to not create more economic hardship. There are multiple users of the forest that are being ignored, that would be mining, logging, grazing, motorized recreation, recreation in general. Nobody needs wilderness, but there are studies that show
	all proposed actions, including more wilderness. 

	In my case I would -- I consider the whole process to be deeply flawed, and very much of an injustice, and the only -- instead of all proposed actions, including vast areas of wilderness, perhaps, one should include some recommended wilderness provided that wilderness meets the requirements of '64. Thank you. 
	MS. HAYMAN: Thank you. I'm looking for the person that has the last three digits on their ticket of 108 or 106. If either of you -- would you like to come on up here, Greg? And I'm not sure which number you are, but if you could get your name to Tricia over here, and then are you 108 or 106? 106. So, if the holder of 108 wants to come up here and have a seat, then we'll get our next speaker in line. 
	MEMBER OF AUDIENCE: I don't have any comments at this time. 
	MS. HAYMAN: Okay. Fair enough. 
	GREG FIGG: My name is Greg Figg, and I'd like just briefly to say how I use the forest. Our family has owned property in Pend Oreille County in the Ione area since 1971, and I have used it for the last 20 years up there as a property owner in Pend Oreille County. 
	I do like alternative P. I like most of P, 
	I do like alternative P. I like most of P, 
	which is the Preferred Alternative. I personally have used the forest, primarily, we hike in the forest, and we also snowmobile in the forest in the winter, and have done some motorcycling and ATV riding also up there, but, primarily, snowmobiling and hiking is what I use it for. I like alternative P as it continues the snowmobile trails in the Kings Lake and Pau Pac area, and that would be in the general restoration and focused restoration area, and would like those uses to certainly continue and not be ex

	I do have a -- well, a couple of other things to mention, too, is the snowmobiling consists of on-trail usage and off-trail usage where the trail allows, so I guess it would be referred to as cross-country travel, and that that also be continued to be allowed in those areas as is today. 
	The areas of concern I do have is, being a resident -- or not a resident, but a property owner and part-time resident up by Ione, I certainly watched the Baldy fire start from a wisp of smoke last year to a major forest fire, and my concern with the wilderness is it being so close to the towns of Metaline and Metaline Falls is with a prevailing wind coming out of the west/southwest it certainly would be disconcerting to see a fire start there and move into town. I mean last year, 
	The areas of concern I do have is, being a resident -- or not a resident, but a property owner and part-time resident up by Ione, I certainly watched the Baldy fire start from a wisp of smoke last year to a major forest fire, and my concern with the wilderness is it being so close to the towns of Metaline and Metaline Falls is with a prevailing wind coming out of the west/southwest it certainly would be disconcerting to see a fire start there and move into town. I mean last year, 
	thankfully, there was no wind, otherwise the situation I think would have been a lot more catastrophic. It was just -- it happened on a calm day, but it's not always that way. So that's my main concern. 

	Also I'm concerned about, I've seen those towns struggle up there, you know, resource-based in Ione, Metaline and Metaline Falls, that tourism is an important aspect, and the wilderness designation certainly prohibits a lot of use except for foot travel. So, that is a concern I have. 
	And, lastly, I see the back country designation up there by the Pau Pac area, as we refer to it, and, hopefully, that will continue to allow motorized uses where they exist today. Thank you. 
	MS. HAYMAN: Thanks, Greg. All right. Do we have anyone else in the queue right now? All right. So, again, while we have a lottery signed up, obviously, if we don't have enough people that warrant that exercise we won't go through that. So let me just check, is there anyone who hasn't spoken yet that would like to make a comment? Sir, if you would, why don't you come on up, and Tricia will get your name, and city, and state, and then we'll have you make your comment. 
	MS. HAYMAN: All right. Go ahead. 
	JIM DAY: How are you doing? My name is 
	JIM DAY: How are you doing? My name is 
	Jim Day, I was born in Spokane in 1942, and my dad and I used to hunt up in that area when I was barely able to carry a rifle, believe me. As a matter of fact, he did it, mostly. And you could pretty much drive across the river just outside of Colville -- or Kettle Falls, and there was a restaurant that was there, you would pull into the parking lot, go get a cup of coffee, or something, and then you would go up the hills from there and hike. Now, we're talking about -- and it was, basically, back country f

	Having said that, and looking at the maps, and reading the material they sent, I do have a tendency to agree with Plan P, I believe it is. And the reason is, yes, there is some new wilderness proposed, but there's also motorized allowed, there's also focused restoration, general restoration, scenic byway, back country, et cetera. This is probably the best mix of all of them, I feel. I think we have to take into consideration not only the people that actually live there, the people from Colville, Kettle Fall
	Having said that, and looking at the maps, and reading the material they sent, I do have a tendency to agree with Plan P, I believe it is. And the reason is, yes, there is some new wilderness proposed, but there's also motorized allowed, there's also focused restoration, general restoration, scenic byway, back country, et cetera. This is probably the best mix of all of them, I feel. I think we have to take into consideration not only the people that actually live there, the people from Colville, Kettle Fall
	Spokane, the people from New York City, the people from California, they pay taxes for this just as much as we do, and they, in their own right, don't even get as much off of it as we do, meaning, they don't use it for hunting, or what have you, but their considerations must be met, I think. Plan P, I think it probably is the fairest of all. Thank you.

	 MS. HAYMAN: Thank you, Jim. All right. And let me just mention we've already heard some differing opinions here, and I really appreciate everyone just, respectfully, listening to opinions that may vary from your own, and just allowing people to go ahead and make their comments. So, thank you for that. Is there anyone who hasn't made a comment yet that would like to make a comment at this point? Is there anyone who has made a comment that would like to make a second one? 
	Okay. So here's what -- we have a little practice with this happening, by the way, so here's what I would propose. If having asked a couple times, and I don't want you to feel like you're under pressure to make a comment if you're not ready to do that, but let me mention a couple things. We have a table in the back by those easels with maps on them, there are laptop computers, if you'd like to type in a comment, if you feel more comfortable doing that, you can certainly do 
	Okay. So here's what -- we have a little practice with this happening, by the way, so here's what I would propose. If having asked a couple times, and I don't want you to feel like you're under pressure to make a comment if you're not ready to do that, but let me mention a couple things. We have a table in the back by those easels with maps on them, there are laptop computers, if you'd like to type in a comment, if you feel more comfortable doing that, you can certainly do 
	that tonight. And making any comment tonight, whether it's written, or whether it's verbal, that does not mean that's the last time you can comment, so you can send in as many written comments as you want. If you don't speak tonight we're going to be in Republic tomorrow night, and if you want to take a scenic drive you can meet us there tomorrow night and provide a verbal comment. So you're not limited to only commenting one time. So, please know that. 

	If there aren't any other verbal comments right now, and knowing that we do have folks that are watching us online, what I would propose to do is that we take a 15-minute pause, so maybe about -- well, let's see, maybe 6:30, and see if we have anyone come in that is interested in making a comment, or if any of you decide that you would like to make a comment. So what we'll do is we'll just take a pause in the live streaming, and then take 10 minutes, and at 6:30 I'll check back in with you, and if we have s
	In the meantime we have some delicious ice water there, so help yourself, and we'll just take 10 minutes, and then reconvene. Thank you. Oh, and last 
	In the meantime we have some delicious ice water there, so help yourself, and we'll just take 10 minutes, and then reconvene. Thank you. Oh, and last 
	thing, if you'd stick around -- sorry, Josh -- we do have to kind of wrap-up comments, so if you think you're going to head out the door, if you could let me know, and then I'll just make sure to give you those. If not, then we'll cover those at the end, once we're sure that we don't have anybody else that wants to make a comment. All right. So now you're free to stand up. Thank you. 

	(First break in Public Meeting.)
	 MS. HAYMAN: All right. So, just checking in, we haven't had any new folks come in, so just checking to see if any of those who are here, first, for those who haven't made a comment yet, if anyone would like to make a comment at this time? Yes. If you could come forward, and if you would please give Tricia your name, and city, and state. 
	PATRICIA DANNER: My name is Patricia Danner from Spokane, Washington, and, really, I think I would just like to speak as an advocate for the forest, and as much wilderness as possible. I've been living in this area all my life, and hiking in the forest, more in Spokane, but I'm sure it's the same in the north, in the Colville Forest area, too, as I go by so many places now that used to be wild that are housing areas, and apartment complexes, and strip malls, and, you know, I don't know that any of that's go
	PATRICIA DANNER: My name is Patricia Danner from Spokane, Washington, and, really, I think I would just like to speak as an advocate for the forest, and as much wilderness as possible. I've been living in this area all my life, and hiking in the forest, more in Spokane, but I'm sure it's the same in the north, in the Colville Forest area, too, as I go by so many places now that used to be wild that are housing areas, and apartment complexes, and strip malls, and, you know, I don't know that any of that's go
	forest, but all the development, and the use, and the logging, and all the rest of that it's -- we just really need to keep more places wild, and as much natural and wild as possible. 

	I understand that the Kettle Crest is maybe one of the only lynx habitat areas, and I look up on Mt. Spokane and how much habitat the animals have lost, and I'm sure it's, you know, the more we develop the more habitat gets lost. So I think that I would advocate for keeping as much of the forest wild as possible, and, just briefly looking at those plans, it looks like, you know, Number R, or Letter R, or whatever, I would strongly advocate for that. Thank you. 
	MS. HAYMAN: Okay. Thank you very much. Would anyone else like to make a comment? And it may be someone who has not made a comment yet, or someone who already has, we're happy to take a second comment. Anyone? 
	Okay. So what we're going to do now -- and, by the way, I really appreciated the conversation I was seeing when we were taking our last 10-minute pause there, it just seemed like there were some good questions and answers, and good discussions going on at the maps, and you're definitely welcome to do that. What I'm going to propose to the Forest Service is that we -- again, if 
	Okay. So what we're going to do now -- and, by the way, I really appreciated the conversation I was seeing when we were taking our last 10-minute pause there, it just seemed like there were some good questions and answers, and good discussions going on at the maps, and you're definitely welcome to do that. What I'm going to propose to the Forest Service is that we -- again, if 
	we don't have anyone jumping up here to make a comment, then I would suggest we take a 15-minute pause this time, check back at around quarter till, and see where we're at as far as if have anybody else that wants to comment. 

	Before we do that, though, let me just quickly check, are any of you planning to leave in that 15 minutes, and, if so, I'll do -- are you? Okay. Why don't I go ahead and just provide the very brief little wrap-up information that we were going to provide. 
	Please feel free to stay and listen, and talk to the Forest Service in this 15-minute break, but in the meantime, just to bring up some information here, again, there are numerous other ways that you can provide comments besides talking here tonight. You can submit comments electronically, you can write them, you can fax them, you can go to the Forest Service website, you can go to the online open house, they both have links that will take you right to the comment page, so there are numbers of ways to still
	If you've made comments already, you can make more, no problem with that. And I think with that, 
	If you've made comments already, you can make more, no problem with that. And I think with that, 
	then, we'll go ahead and take a 15-minute pause. If you want to talk to the Forest Service, they are, of course, hosting this meeting, and they will still be here for the duration, or if you want to get ahold of them after the meeting I'm sure they'd be happy to visit with you. So let's take another 15-minute pause here, so it will be about 10 minutes till, and we'll check back in and see if we have any others that would like to make comments. Thank you. 

	(Second break in Public Meeting.)
	 MS. HAYMAN: All right. Ladies and gentlemen, we are going to reconvene one more time, and I am going to check and see if there are any in the room who would like to make a public comment. And, again, it can be someone who has already spoken, or someone who hasn't yet. So if you're interested in making a public comment this would be a good time to let me know that. Any of you interested? All right. So what we're going to do is I asked Diana to put this back up on screen --oh, excuse me --
	GLEN MUMM: I have a comment. 
	MS. HAYMAN: Oh, great. Please, come on up Glen. Let's make sure that Tricia has your information, and then we'll get that. Come on up. 
	GLEN MUMM: Hi, there, my name is Glen 
	GLEN MUMM: Hi, there, my name is Glen 
	Mumm, I'm a member of the Spokane Winter Knights Snowmobile Club, my primary use in the forest is, obviously, motorized from dirt bikes to snowmobiles, ATVs, I've been doing it for many, many years, I'd just like to say that I really feel that the forest is for everybody, and for everybody to use, and that my support would to be behind Alternative P, it seems to give the best support out of all the plans, and it makes changing and modifying for future use much easier and less restrictive, and so that's wher

	MS. HAYMAN: Thank you. Is there anyone else who would like to make a comment, or make a second comment? Okay. So we have other ways to make comments, even in this room there are computers that are at the back of the table there, and if you would like to submit a written comment tonight you're welcome to do that. You can submit a handwritten comment, we also have a number of ways on screen here, websites, e-mail addresses, other ways that you can make your voice heard. So July 5th is the close of the comment
	MS. HAYMAN: Thank you. Is there anyone else who would like to make a comment, or make a second comment? Okay. So we have other ways to make comments, even in this room there are computers that are at the back of the table there, and if you would like to submit a written comment tonight you're welcome to do that. You can submit a handwritten comment, we also have a number of ways on screen here, websites, e-mail addresses, other ways that you can make your voice heard. So July 5th is the close of the comment
	questions for them, or if you would like them to come talk to your group, there's still a little bit of time, and I think they're still willing to entertain requests from people, and they'll do their best to get out there and meet with your group, or meet with you, and have a conversation about what they're proposing, and why that is. 

	So, unless there are any others who want to make public comment, then we'll go ahead and conclude the session for this evening. I thank you all very much for coming, it will take us a little while to get things packed up here, so if you would like to stick around and visit with the Forest Service for just a minute, I think they're probably happy to do that. So, with that, thank you very much.
	 (Public Meeting concludes at 6:55 p.m.) 
	STATE OF WASHINGTON )
	) ss. County of Spokane ) 
	I, Raymond H. Groth, do hereby certify that at the time and place heretofore mentioned in the caption of the foregoing matter, I was a Certified Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public for Washington; that at said time and place I reported in stenotype all testimony adduced and proceedings had in the foregoing matter; that thereafter my notes were reduced to typewriting and that the foregoing transcript consisting of 19 typewritten pages is a true and correct transcript of all such proceeding had and of the wh
	 I further certify that I am herewith sending the said original transcript of this public meeting and promptly delivering the same to Susan Hayman.
	 Witness my hand at Spokane, Washington, on this _________ day of June, 2016.
	 ______________________________
	 Raymond H. GrothCertified Shorthand ReporterCSR No. 2824 Notary Public for WashingtonMy commission expires: 8-19-18 
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