
BRIDGER-TETONNATIONALFOREST
GREYSRIVERRANGERDISTRICT

COTTONWOODCREEKALLOTMENT
2016ANNUALOPERATINGINSTRUCTIONS

TheseAnnualOperatingInstructionsaremadepartofyourtermgrazingpermitconsistentwithPartI
Item3andPart2.Item8(a.ItreferencesthemeetingheldonMarch161.Situationsmaydevelop
duringthegrazingseasonwhichmayrequirechangestotheseinstructions.Ifthisbecomesnecessaryor
ifyoucannotcomplywithsomepartoftheseinstructionspriorapprovalmusthegivenbeforeinitiating
anychangesordeviatingfromtheseinstructions.

OnlylivestockbrandedaccordingtotheCertificateofBi’andRegistrationsprovidedtotheForestService
willbeallowedtograzeontheallotment.ConfirmationofpaymentbytheForestServicemusthe
receivedbeforelivestockwillheallowedtograzeonNationalForestlands.

PermitteeAuthorizedNumberSeasonofUse
KunzlerSheep&Cattle1200ewe/lamb7/Il—9/15

Table1—CottonwoodAllotment—ProposedGrazinScheduleandProperUseCriteria’
INo.ofPlanned OrderUnitProperUseCriteria DaysDates

TrailonNA
1‘RedTop167/11—7/265O%ofkeyforagespecies
2ndDryCreek187/27—8/13
3rdTrailFork188/14—8/314”RSHofgrarninoids
41h

SouthUnit119/1—9/11alongthegreenline

Trailoff39/12—9/15
‘Datesareestimatesanomayvarybaseduponrangereadiness,drought,properusecriteriabeingreach
priortotheproposedmovedate,permitteeneedsand/orotherfactors.Utilizationwillbemonitoredatkey
areasoftheallotment.Keyareasarethoseareasmostpreferredbylivestock,aretypicallygrazedfirst,
andreceivethemostconcentrateduse.

Anallotmentmapisenclosed:thismapshowstheallotmentboundary.unitboundaries,andscheduled
movedates.Pleasereviewandfollowit.Ifyoufeelthereareanycorrectionsthatneedtobemade,
contactBrad.Somevariationbetweenunitsprescribedforgrazingandactualareasbeinggrazedmay
occuratareaswhereunitsareadjacenttoeachotherandwhereacleargeographicboundaryorother
markerisnotpresent.However,everyeffortshouldbemadetoensuresheepareintheappropriateunit
tobegrazedattheprescribedtime.

Notifyus3-5daysinadvanceastowhenyouplantoputyoursheepontheallotment.

PermittedlivestockwillbeshippedontotheGreysRiverRangerDistrictandtheallotmenttobegrazed
viatheCottonwoodCreekroadandimmediatelycommencegrazing.Sheepwillbetrailedoffofthe
allotmentfromtheSouthunittoPokerHollowwheretheywillbeshippedofForestServiceadministered
lands.Thisshouldtakenomorethan3days.

Youareauthorizedtovarythenumberofdaysbetweenunitmovesbythreedayseitherway.Prior
approvalmustfirstbereceivediftheneedarisestovarythenumberofdaysbymorethanthis.
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Bedyoursheeponenightinoneareaonly.Multipledaysuseofthesamebedgroundisprohibited.
Keepcampscleanatalltimes.PackoutallgarbageoffoftheNationalForest:thisincludesanygarbage
thatmayhavebeenleftfrompreviousyears.Allcampsaretohelocatedawayfromtrails,lakes,and
otherhighuserecreationalarea.YouarealsoencouragedtofollowOrderNumber04-00-104asitrelates
tothemanagementofyourlivestockonthisallotment(seeattachedorder).Whilenotcurrentlya
requirementofyourTermGrazingPermit,itistheintentoftheBridger-TetonNationalForestto
implementthisorderforest-wideoverthenextseveralyears.

Properutilizationis50%inuplandforageareasinallunits,A4”to6”stubbleheightofriparianspecies
(i.e.sedges)shallbeleftalongthegreenline(i.e.streamcorridorsandwetmeadows).Anyareareaching
properutilizationmeansitistimetomoveintothenextscheduledunitortocomehome.

Youareresponsibleforproperutilizationofforagebyyoursheep.Ifinspectionsrevealareasofover
utilizationorripariandamage.correctivemeasureswilloccur(whichmaymeantakingyoursheephome
early)andactionmaybetakenagainstyourpermit.

Equalutilizationoftilerangeistheobjective.Thisrequiresherdingandsaltingbeproperlyconducted
throughouttheentiregrazingseason.Sheeparetobeopenherdedonceoverwithlighttomoderate
utilization.Rotateyoursaltingareasduringthegrazingseasonandfromyeartoyear.Placeyoursaltin
goodforageproducingareaswheretilesheepdonotgobypreference.Donotplaceyoursaltnextto
water,roads,trails,orinopenmeadows.

EveryeffortmustbetakentocompletelyremovesheepofftheNationalForestbythescheduledoffdate.

AdaptiveManagement
I)DomesticSheep&BigHornSheepBestManagementPractices(BMPs):Thefollowing

managementlracticesaredesignedtolimitlivestocklossesandinteractionsbetweendomestic
andbighornsheep.TheyareconsistentwiththeFinalReportandRecommendationsfromthe
WyomingState-wideBighorn/DomesticSheepInteractionWorkingGroup.

a)Donotturnoutsickordiseaseddomesticsheepontothegrazing
allotment/trailingroute(s).Anydomesticsheepwhichbecomesillwhilegrazing
ontheallotmentshouldbepromptlytreatedtoensureitdoesnotinfectother
animals.

b)Donotallowcontactbetweendomesticandbighornsheep.Ifbighornsheepare
sightedinaparticularareathendonotenterthatareawithdomesticsheep.As
necessarypromptlymoveyourdomesticsheeptoanareawheretheywillnot
comeintocontactwiththebighornsheep.ContactBradtoadjustthegrazing
rotation.

c)Promptlyreportallsightingsofbighornsheepduringtilegrazingseasontothe
WyomingGame&FishDepartmentandBrad.Sightingsshouldbereportedthe
samedaytheyoccurorassoonaspossiblethereafter.Reportstoincludenumber
ofhighornsheepobserved,sexofanimals(ifitcanbedetermined),location,and
distancefromdomesticsheep.

d)AlllivestocklossesaretobereportedeachyearusingtheattachedActualUse
Record.Reportthenumberoflivestocklostandtilereason(s)(causeofdeath)for
theloss(s).Ifthecauseofdeathisunknownorthecarcass(s)isnotfound,this
informationshouldbeincludedintheActualUseRecord.

2



e)AlldomesticsheeparetohecounteduponexitingtheNationalForest.Thiswill
assurealldomesticsheepareaccountedforwhenexitingtheallotmentand
trailingroutes.ThenumberofsheepthatenteredtheNationalForestshouldequal
therecordedlivestocklosses,plusthenumberthatexits.Anydifferencestoresult
infurtherriding/searchingloranypotentialstraysheep.

f)IfyouaremissingdomesticsheepuponexitingtheNationalForest,re-ridethe
allotmentandtrailingroutesandremoveanysheepfound.

g)AnydomesticsheepfoundontheNationalForestpastOctober
15fl1

mayhe
disposedofbypersonnelauthorizedbytheForestService.

MaintenanceofallyourimprovementslistedinPart3ofyourTermGrazingPermitwillhecompletedat
leastoneweekpriortotheproposedondate.Thisallowstimefortheinspectionofyourimprovements
andanypotentialconcernstobeaddressedbeforeyourlivestockentertheallotment.Ifourmaintenance
responsibilitieshai’enotbeencompletedtothestandardtheywereinitiallyconstructed,orif
,eco,i.ctrtjcted,tothestandardslistedinyourpermit,livestockwillnotbeallowedtoenterNational
Forestlands.Alllaborandmaterialsneededformaintenanceareyourresponsibility.Otheritems
particularlydiscussedincluded:

•Nonooning.shadingorbeddingwithin100yardsofallstreamsandriparianareas.
•Onlyonenight/onetimeuseofbedgrounds.
•Donotbedsheepwithin200yardsofdesignatedcampgrounds,trailsailheads.ormaintained

roads.
•Practiceopenorlooseherdingandminimizetheuseofsheepdogstoavoidsoildisplacement.
•Onlyonce-overgrazing.
•Grazeratherthantrailtowateranddonotwateratthesamelocations.
•Routesheeptoavoidsteepslopeswithloosesoil,snowbankareas,andactiverillsorgullies.
•Highline,picketorhobblepackandsaddlestock.
•Cleanandrepairallroadsandtrailstotheconditionpriortosheepimpacts.
•Nosaltinriparianareas,undertreesorwithin200yardsofwaterormaintainedroads.
•StarValleyVegetationPrescribedBurnTreatment:Implementationofthisprojectisexpectedto

commenceasearlyaslatefall2016.AreastobeburnedincludeportionsoftheCottonwood
allotment.Areviewofareasburnedwilloccurpost-treatmenttodetermineanyresource
protectionmeasuresthatmayneedtooccurastheyrelatetograzingofsheepontheallotment
(i.e.rest,deferreduse;etc.).ContactBradshouldyouhaveanyquestionsinregardstothis
projectorhowtheprojectmayaffectyourgrazingontheallotment.

Pleaseletusknowofanynewnoxiousweedinfestationssowecankeepthemfrombecoming
established.Noxiousweedsofconcernintheallotmentare:SpottedKnapweed,MuskThistle,Canada
Thistle,Hound’sTongue,DalmatianToadflaxandLeafySpurge.Asaremindercertifiedweed-freehay,
cubes,andstrawarerequiredontheForest.

CompletetheactualusereportandreturnittotheGreysRiverRangerDistrictbyDecember31st.Ifyou
haveanyquestionsorcomments,pleasecontactBrad@307-828-5115).Thanksforyourcooperationin
managingthisallotment.

Is!RichardRaione4-25-16
DistrictRangerDate
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2016ACTUALUSERECORD
BRJD(;ER-TET0NNATIONAI.FOREST

GREYSRIVERRANGERDISTRICT

CottonwoodAllotment
Permittee:KunzlerSheep&CattleLLC

AuthorizedSeasonofUse:7/iI—9/15AuthorizedNumbers:1200sheep(ewe/lamb)

PlannedUseActualUse

,I)avsEnterLeave,I)avsEnterLeave Lnit\uinbers1,nuLossesCause PlannedDateDateUsedDateDate

TrailOn
RedTop167/117/26

DryCreek187/278/13
TrailFork188/148/31
SouthUnit119/19/11

39/129/15TrailOff

Signature:

_____________________________________

Date:

___________________

(KunzlerSheep&CattleLLC)

Comments:(Includedneededrangeimprovements;improvementsmaintainedorvisited;new
noxiousweedslocations;andetc.)
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AppendixA:OtherPermitteeInstructions

•Saltcanheusedtoimprovelivestockdistribution.Nomorethan5(1poundsotsaltwillbeplaced
atallyonelocationatanytime.Saltwillheplacedonrockorhardenedaieastopreventsalt
leachingintothegroundandpermanentsitedamage.Saltwillnotbeplacedoutsidetheallotment
boundary.Allsaltingwillhedoneawayfromkeyforageuseareasandtraditionallivestock
congregatingareas.Priortoanal-careachingtheforageusestandard.allsaltwillheremoved.

•TheperimtteewillillSurethatallpersonnelpeiiorimngonthegroundlivestockmanagementare
thoroughlyfamiliarwiththetermsofthegrazingpermit.annualoperatinginstructionandallotment
managementplan.

•Allcampsitesusedinconjunctionwithlivestockoperationsmustbemaintainedtopresentaclean.
neatandorderlyappearance.Flammableti-ashwillbecompletelyburnedinasafeandreasonable
way.Allunburnablematerialwillberemovedtoadisposalsite.Buryingoftrashisnotallowed.
Temporaryholdingpens,corrals,mangersandhitchingrackswillberemovedwhenthecampis
movedorrelocated.Facilitiesauthorizedonapermanentbasismustbekeptcleanatalltimesand
cleanedupafteruse.Allcampsmusthaveaserviceableaxeandshovelforfirecontrol.

•Therewillbeenoughherderstoachieveproperdistributionoflivestockwithintheallotmentfor
properforageutilization.Livestockwillnotheturnedontotheallotmentorallowedtocongi-egate
withinanyportionoftheallotmentforanextendedperiodoftimethatcreatesareasofnon-uniform
andinappropriateforageutilization.

•Horsesandmulesusedinconjunctionwiththispermitwillnotbepicketedortiedtotreesina
mannerthatcreatestrampledvegetationandcompactedsoils.

•Permitteesarestronglyencouragedtostore.handleanddisposeofallhumanandanimalfoodstuffs
andgarbagethatmakesthemunavailabletobearsandotherwildlife.SeeattachedOrder#04-00-
104.

•AllpredatorcontrolwillbeinaccordancewithStateandFederalLaws.BlackandGrizzlybear,
wolf.andlionpredationshouldbereportedtotheWyomingGame&FishDept.,andcoyote
predationreportedtotheUSDA-APHISoffice.

•Deadlivestockwithin300feetofanylivestream,spring,roadwayortrailwillbepromptly
removedandproperlydisposedof.Properdisposalwouldincluderemovalofthecarcassoffof
theallotment,ordraggingthecarcassatleast300feetawayfromanylivestream.spring.
roadwayortrail.Finalremovaloflivestockcarcasseswithin1/4mileofsystemroads.system
trails.andalldevelopedandundevelopedrecreationareaswillbecoordinatedwiththeForest
OfficeinChargetoprovideforpublicsafety.Thismayrequirevariousadditionalmitigation
measures.
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AppendixB:Briciger-TetonLandandResourceManagementPlanStandards
andGuidelines

•VegetationRangePi-escription:Rangeismanagedtomaintainandenhancerangeandwatershed
conditionswhileprovidingforageforlivestockandwildlife.

•ForageImprovementStandard:Rangeinless-than-satisfactoryconditionwillbeimproved.
I)isturhedareaswillhestabilizedorregeneratedpriortoresuminggrazinguse.

•ForageUtilizationStandards:TheFollowingutilizationstandardswillbethemaximumutilization
levelsallowedforallherbivoresonkeyvegetativespecies.

UplandRangeSites

SeasonLongGrazingRotationGrazing
IIII

UnsatisfactorySatisfactoryUnsatisfactorySatisfactory
ConditionConditionConditionCondition

40%50%50%60%

RiparianRangeSites

SeasonLongGrazingRotationGrazing

UnsatisfactorySatisfactoryUnsatisfactorySatisfactory
ConditionConditionConditionCondition

45%55%55%65%

DuringAllotmentManagementPlanrevision,anInterdisciplinary(ID)Teamandlivestockpermitteeswill
prescribesite-specificuselevelsneededtomeetplanobjectives.Maximumforageuseguidelinesapply
cumulativelytoalltypesofgrazinguseincludingwildlife,livestockandrecreationalstock.During
monitoringandevaluationautilizationguidelinemaybechangedifthepresciThedlevelisnot
accomplishingplannedobjectives.AnIDteamwillestablishsite-specificutilizationlevelsonkeywildlife
ranges.IDteamswillprescribeotherproper-usestandardstoachievesite-specificobjectivesfortherange
resourcebeingmanaged.Thestandardswillbeacombinationofforageutilization,groundcover,plant
vigor,soildisturbance,orstreambankstability.

•DesiredFutureConditionswithintheAllotment:
olB-Theme:Anareamanagedfortimberharvest,oilandgas.andothercommercial

activitieswithmanyroadsandmoderatetooccasionallysubstantialemphasisonother
resources.ManagementEmphasis—isonscheduledwood-fiberproductionanduse,on
livestockproduction,andonothercommodityoutputs.Vegetation:RangePrescription-

Rangeismanagedtomaintainandenhancerangeandwatershedconditionwhile
providingforageforlivestockandwildlife.

o2A—Theme:Anunroadedareamanagedtogiveaquiet,almostprimitiverecreation
experience.ManagementEmphasis—istomaintainorenhancePrimitiveandSemi-
primitiveNon-motorizeddispersedrecreationopportunities.Vegetation:Range
Prescription-Rangeismanagedtomaintainandenhancerangeandwatershedcondition
whileprovidingforageforlivestockandwildlife.
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o2B—Theme:Anareamanagedtogiveamotorizedrecreationexperience.Management
Emphasis—istomaintainorenhancedispersedrecreationopportunitiesincludingSemi-
primitiveMotorizedandRoadedNatural.Vegetation:RangePresciption-Rangeis
managedtomaintainandenhancerangeandwatershedconditionwhileprovidingforage
forlivestockandwildlife.

o4—Theme:Anareamanagedtoprotectmunicipalwatersupplies.Management
Emphasis—istoprotectorimprovethequalityofmunicipalwater.Vegetation:Range
Prescription-Rangeismanagedtomaintainandenhancerangeandwatershedcondition
whileprovidingforageforlivestockandwildlife.

o10-Theme:Anareamanagedtoallowforsomeresourcedevelopmentandroadswhile
havingnoadverseandsomebeneficialeffectsonwildlife.ManagementEmphasis:isto
providelong-termandshort-termhabitattomeettheneedsofwildlifemanagedin
balancewithtimberharvest,grazing,andmineralsdevelopment.Vegetation:Range
Prescription—Rangeismanagedtomaintainandenhancerangeandwatershed
conditionswhileprovidingforageforlivestockandwildlife.
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AppendixC—RangeReadiness
LivestockwillnotheplacedOfltheallotmentuntilsoilsaredryenoughtopreventdamageto
soils/vegetationandwhenkeyplantsarephenologicallyreadytohegrazed.Rangereadinessindicators
forvegetationareshownbelow.

PlantTypeVisualPhenology
GRASS

Wheatgrassspp.8inchplantheightSeedstalkshowing
IdahoFescue5inchleavelengthSeedheadpresent

PrairieJunegrass5inchleavelengthSeedheadpresent
SandbergbluegrassPlantmatureSeedheadindoughstage

Pinegrass4-6inchleaves
Tuftedhairgrass6+inchheightSeedheadpresent

KentuckybluegrassSeedheadpresent
GRASSLIKE

NebraskasedgeSeedinlatedough
FORBS

WesternYarrowFlowerstalkshowing
ArrowleafBalsamroot3/4leafdevelopmentBlossombeginning

Geranium4inchleavelengthFlowerinbloom
SHRUBS

ServiceberryBlossompresent
AntelopeBitterbrushFlowerbudswollen

Snowberry7-8budleavesunfolded
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