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Dear Reader: 
 
The Boston Mountain Ranger District of the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests is 
proposing a road management project on National Forest land on the Main Unit in 
Franklin County, Arkansas (see vicinity map).  This letter serves as notification of the 
project to local landowners and others who have an interest in forest roads.  If you do 
not have an interest in this project, you do not need to respond. 
 
Ragtown Road provides access to several thousand acres of National Forest including 
the Greys Springs Recreation Area, Bee Rock and the Ozark Highlands Hiking Trail.  In 
the spring of 2015, Forest Service lands in northern Franklin and southern Madison 
counties experienced a flood event which caused major damage to Ragtown Road. This 
event contributed to total failure of approximately 300 feet of roadway (figure 1).  The 
existing historic drainage structures are plugged and active heavy erosion is occurring 
in the existing roadway which has become a risk to employees and the public.  The road 
was closed and gated at both ends to block access.  The road remains closed at this 
time due to the hazards. The current situation presents a public safety hazard, therefore 
the Boston Mountain Ranger District is proposing to relocate the failed segment to 
improve transportation and safety.  
 
The actions proposed were developed from field reviews that determined management 
needs for this area based on the goals established by the Revised Ozark-St. Francis 
National Forests Land and Resource Management Plan (hereafter referred to as the 
Forest Plan), and conditions encountered on the land.  The interdisciplinary team 
proposing these actions consists of an engineering technician, recreation manager, 
wildlife biologist, forester, fire management officer, hydrologist, and archaeologist. 
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Figure 1.  Ragtown Road Facing north. 
 
LOCATION  
The section called Ragtown Road begins in the SE ¼ of Section 8, Township 12 North, 
Range 27 West in Franklin County, Arkansas (intersection of Forest Development 
Roads Fly Gap No. 1506, Mill Creek No. 1509, Fanes Creek No. 1520) and traverses in 
a southerly direction for approximately 3.5 miles to the intersection of the Cass/White 
Rock Road No. 1003 located in the SE ¼ Section 30, Township 12 North, Range 27 
West.  The failed segment is in a hairpin curve between sections 8 and 17 (figure 2). 
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Figure 2.  Vicinity Map  
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PROPOSED ACTIONS 
 
It was determined during the damage survey that it would be more economical and 
provide for a better long-term location to relocate the road above the slide area; this 
would also provide protection for several historical culverts.  The remainder of the 
damage to the roadway would be repaired as followed   

• New alignment and construction of approximately 0.36 mi. of roadway. 
• Clearing and Grubbing. 
• Road reconditioning, reconstructing the road back to its pre-flood condition. 
• Placement of borrow material. 
• Removal and replacement of failed drainage structures. 
• Placement of aggregate surfacing. 
• Erosion control, seed, fertilizer and mulch. 

 
The 0.36 mile segment of the road would be relocated approximately 300 feet upslope 
of the existing road template.  The clearing for realignment is expected to be about 3 
acres.  The existing road segment would be decommissioned.    Trees and brush felled 
during construction would be piled and burned.  The new road surface would be 
approximately 18 feet wide with ditches on both sides of the road for roadway 
drainage.  Corrugated steel pipe cross drains would be installed and the road would be 
surfaced using crushed rock.  All disturbed areas would be seeded, fertilized and 
mulched. 
 
HOW TO COMMENT 
 
This project is subject to administrative review under 36 CFR 218 Project-Level Pre-
decisional Administrative Review Process, Parts A and B. 
 
Specific written comments as defined by 36 CFR 218.2 should be within the scope of 
the proposed action, have a direct relationship to the proposed action, and must include 
supporting reasons for me to consider.  It is the responsibility of all individuals and 
organizations to ensure that their comments are received in a timely manner.  
 
Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of 
those who comment, will be considered part of the public record and will be available for 
public inspection.  Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered; 
however we will not be able to provide the respondent with subsequent environmental 
documents.  A 30 day Notice and Comment period will be provided at a future date (36 
CFR 218.24). 
 
An objection period, if required, will follow the regulation found in 36 CFR 218.7.  For 
objection eligibility (36 CFR 218.5), only those who have submitted timely, specific 
written comments during any designated opportunity for public comment may file an 
objection.  Issues to be raised in objections must be based on previously submitted 
specific written comments regarding the proposed project and attributed to the objector, 
unless the issue is based on new information that arose after a designated opportunity 
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to comment (36CFR 218.8(c)).I invite your comments on the proposed action.  The 
Interdisciplinary Team will use your comments as they identify issues and develop 
alternatives to the proposal for my consideration.  The team will summarize the 
disclosure of environmental effects in an environmental document which will be 
available to the general public on our website.  The environmental document will be 
mailed to those who have commented on this proposal and to those who request a 
copy. 
 
For your convenience you may use the enclosed comment form.  Our mailing address 
is:  U.S. Forest Service, 1803 N 18th Street, Ozark, AR 72949.  You may also call, or 
email your comments to:  comments-southern-ozark-stfrancis-bostonmtn@fs.fed.us.  
Please state “Ragtown Road Repair Project” in the subject line when providing 
electronic comments, or on the envelope when replying by mail.  If you have questions 
on this proposal or the analysis decision process, please call Rick Adair or me at 479-
667-2191. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 WILLIAM DUNK 
 
District Ranger 
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RAGTOWN ROAD REPAIR PROJECT 
Boston Mountain Ranger District, Ozark National Forest 
 
 
Name:   
 
Address:   
 
  
 
Date:   Phone:  
 
Email: ____________________________________ 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Would you like us to contact you about your comments?       _______________ 
 
Please mail your completed comment form to Jobi Brown at 1803 North 18th Street, 
Ozark, AR 72949.  Comments are also accepted verbally at 479-667-2191 or TTY 479-
667-1931, or by email at comments-southern-ozark-stfrancis-bostonmtn@fs.fed.us. 
Your input is important. 


