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Grass Becomes a Barrier

A lot of grass can be a 
big problem for people 
using wheelchairs and 
strollers. Constructed in 
the early 1990s, Sams
Walker recreation site 
and trail had become 
covered with grass that 
had encroached onto 
the compacted gravel 
trail. The Forest 
partnered with 
Washington Trails 

Association, National 
Forest Foundation and 
Skamania Lodge’s guest 
contributions to 
reconstruct the trail. 
Recreation fee funds 
provided additional 
resources to reconstruct 
one mile of barrier free 
trail, as well as a view 
point and picnic areas 
along the trail.

Before and after photos of the Sams Walker Trail

Studies in Trail Maintenance

The Forest continued 
supporting the Pacific 
Crest Trail Association 
Trail Skills College in 
the Columbia River 
Gorge National Scenic 
Area. The college 
focuses on providing 
training for volunteers 
in a unique 
combination of 
classroom instruction 
and hands-on 
experience in trail 

design, construction, 
repair and 
maintenance. Many 
trail partners, such as 
Washington Trail 
Association, 
Backcountry 
Horsemen, Mazamas, 
REI, Mt. Saint Helen’s 
Institute and Trail 
Keepers of Oregon 
help plan and conduct 
the college. 

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:
• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs
Current and future generations will benefit as 80-
95% of the funds are reinvested in the facilities and 
services that visitors enjoy, use, and value.

Forest Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Amount
Recreation Fees $441,488 

Special Uses $30,195 

Interagency Passes $4,345 

Total $476,029 

Expenditures Amount
Repair & Maintenance $128,176

Visitor Services $79,385

Law Enforcement $19,619

Habitat Restoration $0 

Fee Agreements $0 

Cost of Collections $38,028 

Total $265,207 

*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and the following 
season’s startup costs.
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Additional Accomplishments
Developed Recreation
• Supported three 

campground hosts who 
volunteered over 5000 
hours of work to maintain 
two campground and day 
use site. Hosts cleaned 
restrooms facilities and 
campsites, performed 
ground maintenance and 
provided visitor 
information.

• Built 12 new picnic tables 
to replace old deteriorated 
table at a variety of sites. 

• Provided additional patrols 
at heavily visited sites 
including Eagle Creek 
Recreation Complex, and 
Wahclella Falls and Dog 
Mountain trailheads.

Trails
• Maintained 60 miles of 

trail: cleared fallen trees, 
removed brush, replaced 
signs, repaired and 
maintained trail tread and 
drainage structures.

• Inspected 8 trail bridges 

and maintained many 
more.

• Partnered with Washington 
Trail Association to 
maintain heavily used 
trails.

Recreation Special Uses
• Inspected and monitored 

13 outfitter and guide 
permits and 6 recreation 
events.

Completed 
bridge repair 
on the Eagle 
Creek Trail
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Contacts
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 

Recreation Fee Program Contact

541-308-1708
Email: shinatsu@fs.fed.us

Online: www.fs.usda.gov/crgnsa

Regional Contact

503-808-2411
Email: jbiro@fs.fed.us

The USDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider.

Regional Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Amount

Recreation Fees $8,937,597
Special Uses $950,614 

Interagency Passes $794,329 
Total $10,682,540 

Expenditures Amount
Repair & Maintenance $4,252,920
Visitor Services $2,322,206
Law Enforcement $335,340
Habitat Restoration $9,517
Fee Agreements $13,011
Cost of Collections $1,046,559
Total $7,982,553

*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and the following 
season’s startup costs.
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