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Carson National Forest
Plan Revision Wilderness Process

Draft Wilderness Evaluation

Why is this Wilderness Evaluation being done now?
As part o f fo rest plan  revisio n  un der the 2012 Natio n al Forest Plan n in g Rule the Carso n  Natio n al Forest is an alyzin g
la n ds that m ay b e suitab le fo r in clusio n  in  the Natio n al Wildern ess Preservatio n  System  fo r poten tial
reco m m en datio n  as Wildern ess. No wildern ess design atio n  will b e m ade as a result o f this plan  revisio n  sin ce
Co n gress has reserved the autho rity to m ake fin al decisio n s regardin g all wildern ess design atio n .

T he plan  revisio n  wildern ess pro cess requires fo ur prim ary steps, each o f which will in vo lve the pub lic.
1.Prelim in ary In ven tory
2.Evaluatio n
3.An alysis
4.Reco m m en datio n

T he Prelim in ary In ven to ry iden tified areas that are n o w b ein g Evaluated fo r their poten tial suitab ility fo r in clusio n
in  the Natio n al Wildern ess Preservatio n  System  b ased o n  their existin g wildern ess character. Wildern ess character
is Evaluated fo llo win g five characteristics set forth in  the Wildern ess Act o f 1964 b ased o n  co n sideratio n s that were
develo ped in  co lla b o ratio n  with the pub lic to specifically address the co n ditio n s o n  the Carso n  Natio n al Forest.

Based o n  the Evaluatio n  a n d in put fro m  the pub lic, so m e areas, or portio n s thereo f, will b e An alyzed in  o n e o r m o re
altern atives in  the Natio n al En viro n m en tal Po licy Act (NEPA) an alysis pro cess as part o f an  En viro n m en tal Im pact
Statem en t (EIS). Based o n  this NEPA an alysis an d pub lic in put the Forest Supervisor m ay Reco m m en d that certain
areas b e co n sidered for wildern ess design atio n .

Forest plan  revisio n  is an  in clusive pro cess, with in vo lvem en t b y lo cal co m m un ities, la n d gran t co m m un ities,
federal, trib al, state, an d lo cal go vern m en ts an d agen cies, an d the gen eral pub lic thro ugh letters, m eetin gs,
presen tatio n s, an d a web -b ased m appin g to o l.

We wo uld like yo ur in put thro ugho ut the pro cess. It will b e im portan t fo r the pub lic to stay in vo lved to help shape
possib le future reco m m en datio n s fo r wildern ess design atio n .

How was this map created?
T he Evaluatio n  describ es wildern ess characteristics o f tho se lan ds in cluded in  the In ven to ry. T here are five
wildern ess characteristics set forth in  the Wildern ess Act o f 1964:

1.  T he area gen erally appears to b e affected prim arily b y the fo rces o f n ature, with the im prin ts o f m a n 's work
sub stan tially un n o ticea b le (apparen t n aturaln ess).
2.  T he area has o utstan din g opportun ities fo r so litude or for a prim itive an d un co n fin ed type o f recreatio n .
3.  Areas sm aller than  5000 acres m ust b e o f sufficien t size to m ake their preservatio n  a n d use in  an  un im paired
co n ditio n  practica b le.
4.  T he area m ay co n tain  eco lo gical, geo lo gical, or other features o f scien tific, educatio n al, scen ic, or historical value.
T hese values are n o t required fo r reco m m en datio n , b ut they sho uld b e iden tified a n d evaluated.
5.  It is possib le to m a n age the area to preserve its wildern ess characteristics.

T hro ugh a series o f pub lic m eetin gs in  April 2016 the Carso n  NF develo ped a list o f co n sideratio n s to in fo rm  the
descriptio n  o f each o f the five characteristics. T he pub lic was asked to apply tho se co n sideratio n s to specific
In ven to ried areas, an d that pub lic in put was co m b in ed with in fo rm atio n  fro m  Carso n  perso n el to develo p this draft
Evaluatio n  m ap an d supportin g do cum en tatio n  o f wildern ess character.

So m e areas were rem o ved durin g an  in itial evaluatio n  phase due to the in a b ility to m a n age tho se areas to preserve
their wildern ess character. T he list o f reaso n s fo r rem o vin g areas durin g this first phase is sho wn  in  the b o x to the
left.

How can the public provide feedback
on this Evaluation?
T he Carso n  Natio n al Forest is curren tly seekin g
feedb ack o n  the draft Evaluatio n  o f In ven to ried
areas.  All the gray an d b ro wn  areas o n  this m ap
have b een  evaluated asnot having wildern ess
character. T he purple areas were evaluated as
having wildern ess character.Were the five
wilderness characteristics applied
correctly to reach these conclusions? Do
you know of contradictory or additional
information that would change or support
the conclusion for a particular area? Do
you agree with the determination made for
each of the evaluated areas?

Please sub m it yo ur in put o n  the Evaluatio n  via e-
m ail to carso n pla n @fs.fed.us or b y U .S. m ail to
the Caso n  Natio n al Forest, Attn : Forest Plan
Revisio n , 208 Cruz Alta Rd., T a o s, NM, 87571.
T he Evaluatio n  m ap m ay also b e viewed an d
feedb ack given  thro ugh the Carso n  Forest Plan
Revisio n  web page:
http://www.fs.usda.go v/go to /carso n /fpr.

Feedback is requested by July 15th, 2016 so
that the Evaluation phase may be finalized.

Reasons for removing areas from Evaluation during phase 1
I.Vallecitos Federal Sustained Yield Unit
Portio n  o f Alam o sa Area, Rio T usas Watershed Area, East-West L o b ato  Area, an d U pper Can jilo n -U pper El Rito Watershed Area were rem o ved fro m  Evaluatio n  b ecause they are within  the V allecito s Federal Sustain ed Yield U n it. T his un it was estab lished un der Pub lic L aw 273 in
1947 to “pro m o te the sta b ility o f forest in dustries, o f em plo ym en t, o f co m m un ities, an d o f taxa b le fo rest wealth, thro ugh co n tin uo us supplies o f tim b er.  Given  that this area was federally design ated specifically fo r tim b er harvestin g pro jects, large scale m o torized an d m echa n ized
equipm en t wo uld b e required to m eet the in ten t o f this design atio n .  As such, this area was rem o ved fro m  further evaluatio n  due to  the requirem en ts to operate this area as a federal sustain ed yield un it. On ce U n it was rem o ved, if rem ain in g b lo ck was then  less tha n  5,000 acres in
size; it was also  rem o ved.
II.Motorized Trails
Portio n s o f T a o s Can yo n  Area, Em b udo  Watershed Area, Rio  Gran de del Ran cho  Watershed Area, Co lum b in e Ho n do  Wildern ess Acco m pan im en ts, Midn ight-Mallette Area, an d Wheeler Peak Wildern ess Acco m pa n im en ts were split b ased o n  o pen  design ated Moto rized trails that
tran sect them .T he Carso n  Natio n al Forest’s T ravel Ma n agem en t decisio n  in cludes design ated o pen  m o torized trails thro ugho ut the fo rest.  T he in ven to ry rem o ved the open  m o torized ro ads, in  evaluatio n , the forest is rem o vin g the m o torized trails as they do  n o t o ffer wildern ess
character. If a n  area had a design ated m o torized trail go in g thro ugh it, the trail was rem o ved a n d the rest o f the area was evaluated for wildern ess character.  If ho wever, the split resulted in  two  dissected areas that were less than  5,000 acres in  size, then  those areas were rem o ved
b ased o n  size criteria.
III.Fire Management Unit 1
Portio n  o f T a o s Can yo n  Area, Em b udo  Watershed Area, Rio Gran de del Ra n cho  Watershed Area, Co lum b in e Ho n do  Wildern ess Acco m pa n im en ts, Midn ight-Mallette Area, Rio Gran de Del Norte Acco m pan im en ts, Cham a River Wildern ess Acco m pan im en t-Echo  Am phitheater
Area ,Petaca Area, Alam o sa Area, East-West L a b ato , Arro yo  Seco  Watershed Area, Can jilo n  Mo un tain -U pper Can jilo n  a n d U pper El Rito Watershed Area, Wheeler Peak Wildern ess Acco m pan im en ts,  an d Jicarilla Area were rem o ved fro m  Evaluatio n  b ecause these areas are within
Fire Man agem en t U n it 1 (FMU 1). FMU 1 un its are un its o n  the Carso n  Natio n al Fo rest in  which curren t fire m an a gem en t directio n  fo un d un der the Wildla n d Fire Decisio n  Support System  (WFDSS) states that fire is n o t desired an d is to b e suppressed.  FMU  1 un its are fo un d n ear
to wn s or villages where suppressio n  b y an y m ea n s is n ecessary to pro tect life a n d property.
IV.Acequias
Portio n s o f Em b udo  Watershed Area, L atir Wildern ess Acco m pan im en ts Area, V alle V idal Area, Can jilo n  Mo un tain -U pper Can jilo n  a n d U pper El Rito Watershed Area,  Cruces Basin -San  An to n io  Watershed Area , East-West L a b ato , an d Wheeler Peak Wildern ess
Acco m pan im en ts were split b ased o n  kn o wn  Acequias that have legally existin g water rights. Acequias that predate the Natio n al Forest Reservatio n  are affo rded special rights an d status un der NFS m a n agem en t. U n der the Chief’s Po licy relatin g to the Act o f July 26, 1866 (Revised
Statute 2339), co n tin uin g ro utin e operatio n  an d m ain ten a n ce o f acequias is allo wed witho ut special-use authorizatio n  b ein g required. If portio n s o f a n  area were split b y an  acequia a n d that split portio n  was less than  5,000 acres in  size, that portio n  was also rem o ved fro m  further
evaluatio n  b ased o n  the size criteria.
V.Shape and Configuration
Portio n  o f L atir Peak Wildern ess Acco m pa n im en ts Area, Em b udo  Watershed Area, L un a-Co yo te Area, T a o s Can yo n  Area, Rio Gran de del Ra n cho  Watershed Area, Co lum b in e Ho n do  Wildern ess Acco m pan im en ts Area, Midn ight-Mallette Area, V alle V idal Area, Arro yo  Seco
Watershed Area, Rio T usas Watershed Area, Cham a River Wildern ess Acco m pa n im en ts-Echo  Am phitheater Area, Co m a n che East Area, Cruces Basin -San  An to n io  Watershed Area, Alam o sa Area, East-West L a b ato  Area, Can jilo n  Mo un tain -U pper Can jilo n  a n d U pper El Rito
Watershed Area, an d Wheeler Peak Wildern ess Acco m pan im en ts Area were rem o ved due to shape an d co n figuratio n  o f the area. T he b asis o f rem o val un der the shape an d co n figuratio n  co n sideratio n  was co n tin gen t o n  pin ch po in ts.  Pin ch po in ts are strips o f lan d within  an
in ven to ried area that are less than  ¼  m ile wide.  It was determ in ed durin g evaluatio n  that a strip o f lan d less than  ¼  m ile wide wo uld n o t b e m a n a gea b le fo r wildern ess character.  On ce pin ch po in t was rem o ve, if the resultin g area was less than  5,000 acres in  size, then  it was also
rem o ved b ased o n  size criteria.
VI.Wild Horse Territories
Portio n s o f Rio T usas Watershed Area an d Jicarilla Area were rem o ve b ecause they were within  the Wild Horse T erritories Jarita Mesa an d Jicarilla.  T he Carso n  has fo ur federally design ated wild horse territo ries, ho wever o n ly two  are o ccupied an d m a n aged.  T hese in clude the
Jarita Mesa an d Jicarilla Wild Horse T erritories.  T he Forest Service is required to m a n a ge these wild ho rse herds to protect the herd a n d m ain tain  eco lo gical in tegrity o f the la n d.  Man agem en t practices frequen tly in clude m a n a gin g populatio n  n um b ers b y capturin g an d
tran sportin g m em b ers o f the herd.  T his gen erally requires the use o f all-terrain -vehicles a n d vehicles with trailers.  Given  the m a n agem en t requirem en ts n ecessitated b y this existin g federal design atio n , the m a n agem en t o f an y po ten tial wildern ess characteristics in  these two  wild
ho rse territories wo uld b e precluded b y the previo us existin g design ated use o f the area.  For these reaso n s, these two wild horse territories were rem o ved fro m  wildern ess evaluatio n .
VII.Valle Vidal Private Property
Portio n s o f the la n d within  the V alle V idal was m isiden tified as fo rest la n d durin g the wildern ess in ven to ry step.  Further in spectio n  durin g evaluatio n  fo un d that it was in  fact private la n d b elo n gin g to V erm ejo  Park.  T his co rrectio n  resulted in  the rem o val o f the V alle V idal L a
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Ü  AT T ENT ION
T his pro duct is repro duced fro m  geo spatial in fo rm atio n  prepared b y the
U .S. Departm en t o f Agriculture, Forest Service.  GIS data a n d pro duct
accuracy m ay vary.  T hey m ay b e; develo ped fro m  so urces o f differin g
accuracy, accurate o n ly at certain  scales, b ased o n  m o delin g o r
in terpretatio n , in co m plete while b ein g created or revised, etc.  U sin g GIS
pro ducts fo r purposes o ther tha n  tho se fo r which they were created, m ay
yield in a ccurate or m isleadin g results.  T he Forest Service reserves the
right to co rrect, update, m o dify, or replace, GIS pro ducts witho ut
n o tificatio n .
For m o re in fo rm atio n , co n tact: Carso n  Natio n al Forest (575)758-6200.
Data Pro jectio n :  U T M Z o n e 13 NAD83
T his in fo rm atio n  was released o n :  1/27/2016 PTR 6/07/16
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