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Forest Plan Revision ~ Inyo, Sequoia, Sierra National Forests

• Welcome!

• Meeting agenda

• What’s happening throughout
the summer related to Forest
Plan Revisions?

• This meeting’s focus: Forest Plan
Revision



Forest Plan Revision ~ Where are we in the forest plan revision process?

2016

2017



Forest Plan Revision ~ Documents for public review and comment



Forest Plan Revision ~ Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

• An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
– Explains proposed plan revisions

– Presents spectrum of management alternatives

– Analyzes environmental, social and economic
effects

• 1 EIS = 3 Records of Decisions and 3 unique
forest plans

• Resource topics for forest plan revisions
– Fire Management

– Ecological Integrity

– Sustainable Recreation and designated areas



Forest Plan Revision ~ Draft EIS Chapters

• Summary

• Volume 1: Draft EIS

– Chapter 1: Purpose and Need and Issues

– Chapter 2*: The Alternatives and Quick
Comparison

– Chapter 3*: Affected Environment and
Consequences

– Chapter 4: Preparers, Consultation,
Coordination

– Glossary, References, Index

* more detail on following slides



Forest Plan Revision ~ Draft EIS Chapter 2

Alternatives and Comparison Tables

• How we developed the alternatives

• Features in common across alternatives

• Details of the main elements of each
alternative

– Focus on the major things that differ and
that respond to the issues

– Organized by the 3 revision topics

• Other alternatives we considered

• Comparison tables



Forest Plan Revision ~  Draft EIS Chapter 3

Affected Environment and 
Environmental Consequences
1. Agents of Change provides context

2. Revision Topic 1: Fire Management (fire and air)

3. Revision Topic 2: Ecological Integrity (terrestrial,
aquatic, wildlife, fish and plants)

4. Revision Topic 3: Sustainable Recreation and
Designated Areas (recreation, heritage,
wilderness, wild and scenic rivers, Pacific Crest
National Scenic Trail)

5. Tribal Relations and Uses

6. Benefits to People (forest products, economic,
social)



Forest Plan Revision ~ Draft EIS Analysis

Each Chapter 3 section is organized 
similarly

• Background

• Analysis and Methods

• Affected Environment

• Environmental Consequences

– Common consequences

– By alternative or by consequence

– Cumulative Effects

• Analytical Conclusion



Forest Plan Revision ~ Draft EIS Appendix 

Volume 2: Appendices 
(Required by the Planning Rule)

• Appendix A: Timber Suitability

• Appendix B: Wilderness Evaluation

• Appendix C: Wild and Scenic Rivers
Evaluation

Volume 3: Maps



Forest Plan Revision ~ Four Draft EIS Alternatives

Alternative A 
• Continues direction of current forest plans

Alternative B 
• Increase pace and scale of ecological restoration using

mechanical treatments, prescribed burning, and
managing some wildfires; more watershed
restoration; better integrate recreation in planning;
recommended wilderness on Inyo NF only; creates
new corridor for PCT

Alternative C
• Emphasis on limiting wildlife impacts; more use of

prescribed fire and managing some wildfires; more
watershed restoration; recommended wilderness on
all Inyo, Sequoia and Sierra NFs; wider PCT corridor in
some areas

Alternative D
• Greatest increase in pace and scale of all restoration;

no recommended wilderness; narrower PCT corridor



Forest Plan Revision ~ Comparing Draft EIS Alternatives

Comparing alternatives: (Summary and Chapter 2)

Analysis in Chapter 3 sections and Analytical Conclusions



Forest Plan Revision ~ Tips for reviewing the draft EIS

• Start with the Summary

• Online, use the bookmarks
to navigate

• Collapse to simplify list

• Use the “Find” feature

• Use the “Advanced find”
feature to look for phrases

• Web URL links are active

• Look at maps in Volume 3 while reading
Volume 1

• Print selected sections of the
PDFs (right-click on
bookmark)



Forest Plan Revision ~ What is a forest plan?

A forest plan:

• Sets the long-term, overall vision for a
national forest.

• Guides decision-making for projects and
activities.

• Recognizes the need to be responsive to
changing conditions.

• Provides only one source of direction that
guides national forest management.



Forest Plan Revision ~ Why are we revising the forest plan?

We are revising the current forest plan 
because:
• The existing plan is more than 20 years old.
• Social, economic and environmental conditions have

changed.
• New regulations and policies are in place.
• New information is available.

Science-based assessments, public input, and 
requirements of the 2012 Planning Rule 
identified areas needing changes:
• Wildfire planning and management
• Restoration of ecosystems
• Sustainable and diverse recreation
• Benefits to local communities
• Tribal relations and uses
• Language and categorization of plan components



Forest Plan Revision ~ What is in the draft forest plan?

• Chapter 1.
Introduction

• Chapter 2. Vision
– Desired Conditions

• Chapter 3.
Management
Strategy
– Management Areas

– Designated Areas

– Plan Objectives

– Goals

– Potential Management
Approaches

• Chapter 4. Design
Criteria
– Standards
– Guidelines

• Chapter 5. Plan
Monitoring Program

• Appendices
– Maps
– Proposed and possible

actions
– Strategies for working with

partners
– Strategies for resolving

recreation conflicts
– Timber suitability and

management

• Glossary



Forest Plan Revision ~ Forest Plan Components

Desired Conditions – aspirations for what the 
future looks like
• E.g., Trail opportunities are available in a variety of

settings that provide differing levels of challenge and types
of experiences.

Objectives – desired rate of progress toward 
desired conditions
• E.g., Within 10 years of plan approval, 650 to 800 miles of

trails are meeting standard.

Goals – broad statements of intent (optional)
• E.g., Work with partners and volunteers to prioritize and

complete deferred maintenance and to engage in
resource stewardship and restoration.



Forest Plan Revision ~ Forest Plan Components (cont.)

Standards – strict constraints on the design of 
projects and activities (“musts”)
• E.g., When working in water bodies with known aquatic

invasive species, clean equipment and vehicles before moving
to other water bodies.

Guidelines – constraints that allow for departure 
if purpose is met (“shoulds”)
• E.g., Post-disturbance restoration projects should be

designed to reduce potential soil erosion and the loss of soil
productivity caused by loss of vegetation and ground cover.

Suitability – identification of whether certain 
activities or uses are suitable or not on specific 
lands
• E.g., Ski areas are not suitable [in designated wilderness].



Forest Plan Revision ~ 90-day public comment and review

The most helpful comments provide:

• Modifications or corrections to the information
in the draft Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) or draft forest plan

• Missing environmental or socioeconomic
information not already listed in the draft EIS or
draft forest plan

• New information about laws, regulations, or
guidance that apply to forest management

• Missing scientific research or errors in the Forest
Service’s analysis

• Points in the analysis that are confusing or hard
to understand



Forest Plan Revision ~ The most useful public comments 

Feedback that helps may look like this: 

• Protecting water quality and wildlife habitat
should be priorities when planning for
sustainable recreation. Where conflicts arise,
environmental protection should take
priority over increasing recreational
opportunities.

• The Forest Service needs more attention on
providing recreational opportunities for
under-served communities near the Inyo,
Sierra, and Sequoia National Forests. Desired
recreation opportunities for these
communities might be____________.



Forest Plan Revision ~ Project website comment form

• Comment via the web: http://tinyurl.com/r5comment

http://tinyurl.com/r5comment


Forest Plan Revision ~ Ways to provide public comments

The draft EIS and draft forest plans will 
be open to a public comment period for 
90 days – due August 25, 2016 

• Web-site comment form:
http://tinyurl.com/r5comment

• Postal mail: Planning Team Leader,
Forest Plan Revision, 1323 Club Drive,
Vallejo, CA 94592

• E-mail: r5planrevision@fs.fed.us

http://tinyurl.com/r5comment
mailto:r5planrevision@fs.fed.us


Forest Plan Revision ~ Website and document walk through

Let’s take a look at the project 
website and documents

http://tinyurl.com/r5earlyadopters

http://tinyurl.com/r5earlyadopters


Forest Plan Revision ~ Closing 

The draft EIS and draft forest plans will be 
open to a public comment period for 90 days. 
Please submit comments using one of the 
following methods:

• Project web-site comment form:
http://tinyurl.com/r5comment

• Postal mail: Planning Team Leader, Forest
Plan Revision, 1323 Club Drive, Vallejo, CA
94592

• E-mail: r5planrevision@fs.fed.us

For more information visit our project web-site 
http://tinyurl.com/r5earlyadopters

http://tinyurl.com/r5comment
mailto:r5planrevision@fs.fed.us
http://tinyurl.com/r5earlyadopters



