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Carson National Forest
Plan Revision Wilderness Process

Wilderness Evaluation

Why is this Wilderness Evaluation being done now?
As pa rt of forest pla n  revision  un der the 2012 Na tion a l Forest Pla n n in g Rule the Ca rson  Na tion a l Forest is a n a lyzin g
la n ds tha t m a y be suita ble for in clusion  in  the Na tion a l Wildern ess Preserva tion  S ystem  for poten tia l
recom m en d a tion  a s Wildern ess. No wildern ess design a tion  will be m a de a s a  result of this pla n  revision  sin ce
Con gress ha s reserved the a uthority to m a ke fin a l decision s rega rdin g a ll wildern ess design a tion .

T he pla n  revision  wildern ess process requires four prim a ry steps, ea ch of which will in volve the public.
1.Prelim in a ry In ven tory
2.Eva lua tion
3.An a lysis
4.Recom m en d a tion

T he Prelim in a ry In ven tory iden tified a rea s tha t were then  Eva lua ted for their poten tia l suita bility for in clusion  in
the Na tion a l Wildern ess Preserva tion  S ystem  ba sed on  their existin g wildern ess cha ra cter. Wildern ess cha ra cter
wa s Eva lua ted followin g five cha ra cteristics set forth in  the Wildern ess Act of 1964 ba sed on  con sidera tion s tha t
were developed in  colla bora tion  with the public to specifica lly a d d ress the con dition s on  the Ca rson  Na tion a l Forest.

Ba sed on  the Eva lua tion  a n d in put from  the public, som e a rea s, or portion s thereof, will be An a lyzed in  on e or m ore
a ltern a tives in  the Na tion a l En viron m en ta l Policy Act (NEPA) a n a lysis process a s pa rt of a n  En viron m en ta l Im pa ct
S ta tem en t (EIS ). Ba sed on  this NEPA a n a lysis a n d public in put the Forest S upervisor m a y Recom m en d tha t certa in
a rea s be con sidered for wildern ess design a tion .

Forest pla n  revision  is a n  in clusive process, with in volvem en t by loca l com m un ities, la n d gra n t com m un ities,
federa l, triba l, sta te, a n d loca l govern m en ts a n d a gen cies, a n d the gen era l public through letters, m eetin gs,
presen ta tion s, a n d a  web-ba sed m a ppin g tool. We would like your in put throughout the process. It will be
im porta n t for the public to sta y in volved to help sha pe possible future recom m en d a tion s for wildern ess design a tion .

How was this map created?
T he Eva lua tion  describes Wildern ess cha ra cteristics of those la n ds in cluded in  the In ven tory. T here a re five
wildern ess cha ra cteristics set forth in  the Wildern ess Act of 1964:

1.  T he a rea  gen era lly a ppea rs to be a ffected prim a rily by the forces of n a ture, with the im prin ts of m a n 's work
substa n tia lly un n oticea ble (a ppa ren t n a tura ln ess).
2.  T he a rea  ha s outsta n d in g opportun ities for solitude or for a  prim itive a n d un con fin ed type of recrea tion .
3.  Area s sm a ller tha n  5000 a cres m ust be of sufficien t size to m a ke their preserva tion  a n d use in  a n  un im pa ired
con dition  pra ctica ble.
4.  T he a rea  m a y con ta in  ecologica l, geologica l, or other fea tures of scien tific, educa tion a l, scen ic, or historica l va lue.
T hese va lues a re n ot required for recom m en d a tion , but they should be iden tified a n d eva lua ted.
5.  It is possible to m a n a ge the a rea  to preserve its wildern ess cha ra cteristics.

T hrough a  series of public m eetin gs in  April 2016 the Ca rson  NF developed a  list of con sidera tion s to in form  the
description  of ea ch of the five cha ra cteristics. T he public wa s a sked to apply those con sidera tion s to specific
In ven toried a rea s, a n d tha t public in put wa s com bin ed with in form a tion  from  Ca rson  person el to develop this
Eva lua tion  m a p a n d supportin g docum en ta tion  of Wildern ess cha ra cteristics.

S om e a rea s were rem oved durin g a n  in itia l eva lua tion  pha se due to the in a bility to m a n a ge those a rea s to preserve
their wildern ess cha ra cteristics. T he list of rea son s for rem ovin g a rea s durin g this first pha se is shown  in  the box
below.

How can the public be involved in this
process?
T he purple a rea s on  this m a p were eva lua ted a s ha vin g
wildern ess cha ra cteristics. From  those a rea s severa l
proposed Wildern ess Recom m en d a tion  a ltern a tives will be
developed which m a y in clude a ll, som e, portion s, or n on e
of the eva lua ted a rea s.
T hose a ltern a tives will be An a lyzed through the Na tion a l
En viron m en ta l Policy Act (NEPA) a n a lysis process a s pa rt
of a n  En viron m en ta l Im pa ct S ta tem en t (EIS ). A
prelim in a ry dra ft forest pla n  with a ltern a tives is expected
to be relea sed for public review by ea rly 2017.
Exten sive public com m en t ha s been  con sidered to
com plete the Eva lua tion  of la n ds with Wildern ess
cha ra cteristics. But, com m en ts tha t m a y a ffect the
Eva lua tion  con clusion s (pa rticula rly in  those a rea s tha t
ha ve been  a d ded to or rem oved from  the dra ft) will be
a ccepted a n d con sidered throughout the forest pla n
revision  process. T hese com m en ts (do a rea s ha ve
Wildern ess cha ra cteristics or n ot?) will be m ost useful if
received ea rly in  the process.The Carson National
Forest is currently seeking feedback specific to
those areas evaluated as having Wilderness
characteristics that will assist in developing a
proposed Wilderness Recommendation and
alternatives. Were an area to be designated as
Wilderness by Congress, what effects would that
have (to you, to wildlife, to society, to water
quality, etc.)?

Plea se subm it your in put via  e-m a il to
ca rson pla n @fs.fed.us or by U .S . m a il to the Ca son  Na tion a l
Forest, Attn : Forest Pla n  Revision , 208 Cruz Alta  Rd.,
T a os, NM, 87571. T he Eva lua tion  m a p m a y a lso be viewed
a n d feedba ck given  through the Ca rson  Forest Pla n
Revision  webpa ge:
http://www.fs.usd a .gov/goto/ca rson /fpr.

Feedback on the effects of any potential
recommendation  will be accepted throughout
plan development. A draft proposed plan with
alternatives is expected to be complete in early
2017.

Reasons for removing areas from Evaluation during phase 1
I.Vallecitos Federal Sustained Yield Unit
Portion  of Ala m osa Area , Rio T usa s Wa tershed Area , Ea st-West Loba to Area , a n d U pper Ca n jilon -U pper El Rito Wa tershed Area  were rem oved from  Eva lua tion  beca use they a re within  the Va llecitos Federa l S usta in ed Y ield U n it. T his un it wa s esta blished un d er Public La w 273 in
1947 to “prom ote the sta bility of forest in dustries, of em ploym en t, of com m un ities, a n d of ta xa ble forest wea lth, through con tin uous supplies of tim ber.  Given  tha t this a rea  wa s federa lly design a ted specifica lly for tim ber ha rvestin g projects, la rge sca le m otorized a n d m echa n ized
equipm en t would be required to m eet the in ten t of this design a tion .  As such, this a rea  wa s rem oved from  further eva lua tion  due to the requirem en ts to opera te this a rea  a s a federa l susta in ed yield un it. On ce U n it wa s rem oved, if rem a in in g block wa s then  less tha n  5,000 a cres in
size; it wa s a lso rem oved.
II.Motorized Trails
Portion s of T a os Ca n yon  Area , Em budo Wa tershed Area , Rio Gra n d e del Ra n cho Wa tershed Area , Colum bin e Hon do Wildern ess Accom pa n im en ts, Mid n ight-Ma llette Area , a n d Wheeler Pea k Wildern ess Accom pa n im en ts were split ba sed on  open  design a ted Motorized tra ils tha t
tra n sect them .T he Ca rson  Na tion a l Forest’s T ra vel Ma n a gem en t decision  in cludes design a ted open  m otorized tra ils throughout the forest.  T he in ven tory rem oved the open  m otorized roa ds, in  eva lua tion , the forest is rem ovin g the m otorized tra ils a s they do n ot offer wildern ess
cha ra cter. If a n  a rea  ha d a  design a ted m otorized tra il goin g through it, the tra il wa s rem oved a n d the rest of the a rea  wa s eva lua ted for wildern ess cha ra cter.  If however, the split resulted in  two dissected a rea s tha t were less tha n  5,000 a cres in  size, then  those a rea s were rem oved
ba sed on  size criteria .
III.Fire Management Unit 1
Portion  of T a os Ca n yon  Area , Em budo Wa tershed Area , Rio Gra n d e del Ra n cho Wa tershed Area , Colum bin e Hon do Wildern ess Accom pa n im en ts, Mid n ight-Ma llette Area , Rio Gra n de Del Norte Accom pa n im en ts, Cha m a  River Wildern ess Accom pa n im en t-Echo Am phithea ter
Area  ,Peta ca  Area , Ala m osa  Area , Ea st-West La ba to, Arroyo S eco Wa tershed Area , Ca n jilon  Moun ta in -U pper Ca n jilon  a n d U pper El Rito Wa tershed Area , Wheeler Pea k Wildern ess Accom pa n im en ts,  a n d J ica rilla  Area  were rem oved from  Eva lua tion  beca use these a rea s a re within
Fire Ma n a gem en t U n it 1 (FMU 1). FMU 1 un its a re un its on  the Ca rson  Na tion a l Forest in  which curren t fire m a n a gem en t direction  foun d un der the Wildla n d Fire Decision  S upport S ystem  (WFDS S ) sta tes tha t fire is n ot desired a n d is to be suppressed.  FMU  1 un its a re foun d n ea r
town s or villa ges where suppression  by a n y m ea n s is n ecessa ry to protect life a n d property.
IV.Acequias
Portion s of Em budo Wa tershed Area , La tir Wildern ess Accom pa n im en ts Area , Va lle Vid a l Area , Ca n jilon  Moun ta in -U pper Ca n jilon  a n d U pper El Rito Wa tershed Area ,  Cruces Basin -S a n  An ton io Wa tershed Area  , Ea st-West La ba to, a n d Wheeler Pea k Wildern ess
Accom pa n im en ts were split ba sed on  kn own  Acequia s tha t ha ve lega lly existin g wa ter rights. Acequia s tha t pred a te the Na tion a l Forest Reserva tion  a re a fforded specia l rights a n d sta tus un der NFS  m a n a gem en t. U n der the Chief’s Policy rela tin g to the Act of J uly 26, 1866 (Revised
S ta tute 2339), con tin uin g routin e opera tion  a n d m a in ten a n ce of a cequia s is a llowed without specia l-use a uthoriza tion  bein g required. If portion s of a n  a rea  were split by a n  a cequia  a n d tha t split portion  wa s less tha n  5,000 a cres in  size, tha t portion  wa s a lso rem oved from  further
eva lua tion  ba sed on  the size criteria .
V.Shape and Configuration
Portion  of La tir Pea k Wildern ess Accom pa n im en ts Area , Em budo Wa tershed Area , Lun a -Coyote Area , T a os Ca n yon  Area , Rio Gra n de del Ra n cho Wa tershed Area , Colum bin e Hon do Wildern ess Accom pa n im en ts Area , Mid n ight-Ma llette Area , Va lle Vid a l Area , Arroyo S eco
Wa tershed Area , Rio T usa s Wa tershed Area , Cha m a  River Wildern ess Accom pa n im en ts-Echo Am phithea ter Area , Com a n che Ea st Area , Cruces Basin -S a n  An ton io Wa tershed Area , Ala m osa Area , Ea st-West La ba to Area , Ca n jilon  Moun ta in -U pper Ca n jilon  a n d U pper El Rito
Wa tershed Area , a n d Wheeler Pea k Wildern ess Accom pa n im en ts Area  were rem oved due to sha pe a n d con figura tion  of the a rea . T he ba sis of rem ova l un der the sha pe a n d con figura tion  con sidera tion  wa s con tin gen t on  pin ch poin ts.  Pin ch poin ts a re strips of la n d within  a n
in ven toried a rea  tha t a re less tha n  ¼ m ile wide.  It wa s determ in ed durin g eva lua tion  tha t a  strip of la n d less tha n  ¼ m ile wide would n ot be m a n a gea ble for wildern ess cha ra cter.  On ce pin ch poin t wa s rem ove, if the resultin g a rea  wa s less tha n  5,000 a cres in  size, then  it wa s a lso
rem oved ba sed on  size criteria .
VI.Wild Horse Territories
Portion s of Rio T usa s Wa tershed Area  a n d J ica rilla  Area  were rem ove beca use they were within  the Wild Horse T erritories J a rita  Mesa a n d J ica rilla .  T he Ca rson  ha s four federa lly design a ted wild horse territories, however on ly two a re occupied a n d m a n a ged.  T hese in clude the
J a rita  Mesa a n d J ica rilla  Wild Horse T erritories.  T he Forest S ervice is required to m a n a ge these wild horse herds to protect the herd a n d m a in ta in  ecologica l in tegrity of the la n d.  Ma n a gem en t pra ctices frequen tly in clude m a n a gin g popula tion  n um bers by ca pturin g a n d
tra n sportin g m em bers of the herd.  T his gen era lly requires the use of a ll-terra in -vehicles a n d vehicles with tra ilers.  Given  the m a n a gem en t requirem en ts n ecessita ted by this existin g federa l design a tion , the m a n a gem en t of a n y poten tia l wildern ess cha ra cteristics in  these two wild
horse territories would be precluded by the previous existin g design a ted use of the a rea .  For these rea son s, these two wild horse territories were rem oved from  wildern ess eva lua tion .
VII.Valle Vidal Private Property
Portion s of the la n d within  the Va lle Vid a l wa s m isiden tified a s forest la n d durin g the wildern ess in ven tory step.  Further in spection  durin g eva lua tion  foun d tha t it wa s in  fa ct priva te la n d belon gin g to Verm ejo Pa rk.  T his correction  resulted in  the rem ova l of the Va lle Vid a l La

Legend
Carson NF Boundary

BLM Lands with Wilderness Character
Existing Inventoried Lands
Tentative (as part of the draft RGdNNM plan)
Existing Wilderness

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Inventoried Roadless Area
Private Land Inholding

Evaluation
Evaluated as having wilderness characteristics
Evaluated as not having wilderness characteristics
Removed from Evaluation during phase 1
Non-inventory, not Evaluated
Adjacent, unroaded lands

Ü
 AT T ENTION
T his product is reproduced from  geospa tia l in form a tion  prepa red by the U .S .
Depa rtm en t of Agriculture, Forest S ervice.  GIS  d a ta  a n d product a ccura cy m a y va ry.
T hey m a y be; developed from  sources of differin g a ccura cy, a ccura te on ly a t certa in
sca les, ba sed on  m odelin g or in terpreta tion , in com plete while bein g crea ted or
revised, etc.  U sin g GIS  products for purposes other tha n  those for which they were
crea ted, m a y yield in a ccura te or m islea din g results.  T he Forest S ervice reserves the
right to correct, upd a te, m odify, or repla ce, GIS  products without n otifica tion .
For m ore in form a tion , con ta ct: Ca rson  Na tion a l Forest (575)758-6200.
Da ta  Projection :  U T M Zon e 13 NAD83 PTR 8/30/16
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