
Large and old trees greatly enhance the beauty and 
enjoyment of campgrounds. However, trees can be 
damaged by pathogens, insects and weather events ― 
becoming hazards to public safety.

Each season before they open, 
campgrounds are surveyed for trees 
with defects that have potential to 
cause property damage or injury.

This is an intensive and time consuming 
process, especially if there are hazards 
that are difficult to identify. Such hazards 
include root disease, where fungi ‘nibble 
away’ at roots underground and make 
trees unstable. 

If there is too much damage in a 
campground we may have to close it for 
the season while we work on making it 
safer, or take the extra time needed to 
correctly identify and treat hazards.

We are working as swiftly 
as possible to identify 
and remove hazards so 
your favorite campground 
can open. Visitor safety is 
very important to us!

Be sure you can recognize a hazard tree 
when camping outside of developed sites, 
and put your tent somewhere else if you see 
one! Look for:

Dead, broken or uprooted trees

Large broken branches, tops or stems of trees

Leaning trees with freshly disturbed soil 
around the base, or leaning trees hung up 
on another tree

Trees with a large portion of their root system 
exposed or damaged

Any large open cracks or wounds with exposed 
decay
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This tree fell across a tent 
site, and hit a picnic table

The Forest Service is 
committed to maintaining 

developed recreation 
sites that have reduced 

risks to forest visitors

for the greatest good

Why is my Favorite Campground Closed?


