D03-071-S-16
KOOTENAI NATIONAL FOREST
31374 US Hwy 2

Libby, MT  59923

Forest Supervisor’s Order

DEEP CREEK TRAIL CLOSURE ORDER – PUBLIC SAFETY
For Public Safety the National Forest System Trail #311 is closed to public use and travel 

due to the close proximity of a range cow carcass that could serve as a bear attractant.
Pursuant to 36 Code of Federal Regulations 261.50 (a) and (b) the following acts are prohibited on all National Forest System lands administered by the Kootenai National Forests in Lincoln County, Montana as described below and depicted on the attached map as Exhibit A, and herby incorporated into the order.  These restrictions are in addition to those enumerated in Subpart A, Part 261, Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations and become effective at 0001 a.m. Mountain Daylight Time on Wednesday, July 13, 2016 and will remain in effect until rescinded.

1) For the purposes of this order, it is prohibited to be on National Forest System Trail (NFST) # 311, the Deep Creek Trail, from its junction with the NFST # 72, North Fork Deep Trail, to its junction with NFST #26, the Whitefish Divide Trail.  
 
 [ 36 CFR 261.55(a) ]

Exemptions:

Pursuant to 36 CFR 261.50(e), the following persons are exempt from this order:

1. Persons with a permit specifically authorizing the otherwise prohibited act or

omission.

2. Any Federal, State, or local law enforcement officer, or member of an organized rescue or firefighting force in the performance of an official duty.

Done this day: July 13, 2016.







______________________                                        






CHRISTOPHER S. SAVAGE








Forest Supervisor










Kootenai National Forest




Penalty:

Violations of these prohibitions are punishable by a fine of not more than $5000 for an individual or $10,000 for an organization, or imprisonment of not more than 6 months, or both.  (16 U.S.C. 551 and 18 U.S.C. 3559 and 3571).

Notification:

A copy of this order shall be posted as prescribed under 36 CFR 261.51.


Supporting Documentation

Statement of Need:

A dead steer is currently laying on the Deep Creek Trail in the area described in the order. Dead animals of any kind are known bear attractants. Knowing that, the carcass has created a clear threat to public safety by significantly increasing the potential of having a negative human/ bear interaction near that food source. There is no practical way to remove the carcass at this time. Because of the threat it presents the forest supervisor has acted with the publics’ safety in mind and has temporarily closed the trail until the threat has subsided. 
Enforcement Policy:

Education will be emphasized during initial implementation phase of this order. Our Officers, LEOs and FPOs, will exercise normal discretion in resolving violations.  Officers will not issue citations unless the affected areas are adequately posted.

Posting:

The district will post the closure order on both ends of the closed segment of trail as well of all major trail portals from which the public can access the closed trail. The forest will also make sure a public announcement is made to notify the public of this emergency closure.
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            CHRIS SAVAGE                                                           WALTER MERRITT

            Forest Supervisor                                                              Patrol Commander
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