
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Trails Update 
February 9, 2017 

Know Before You Go! 
 
 

General Update: 
Conditions remain wintry and rugged in the Gorge, with trailheads 
and parking areas under snow and slush.  Landslides have been 
reported and snow and ice-weighted trees are hanging low across 
trails. Please respect any parking closures in place and do not block 
access along roads. Multnomah Falls Trail remains closed due to 
dangerously slick surfaces, and nearby Wakheena is open but is 
essentially impassable without traction devices. Click here for 
updates on closures and alerts:  CRGNSA Alerts 
 
Wilderness Trails: 
Bell Creek- Trail clear of logs 2016 but overgrown in some places.  
Due to seasonal closure of Larch Mountain road, access to Bell Creek 
trail is currently very limited. 
 
Franklin Ridge- Last cleared of logs 6/8/16 
 
Gorton Creek- Report of uprooted tree about .25 miles from Ridge  
Cutoff Trail, trail still passable 10/18/16 
 
Herman Bridge- Last cleared of logs in 2016 
 
Herman Creek- Last cleared of logs to the CRGNSA boundary (2.7 miles)  
on 6/30/16. 
 
 Horsetail Creek- Last cleared of logs in 2016 
 
Larch Mountain- Between Multnomah Basin Road and the junction 
with Multnomah Spur Trail (#446) Larch Mountain trail passes through 
the Mark O. Hatfield Wilderness.  Trail is best accessed from  
Multnomah Falls as Larch Mountain road is closed for the season.  
Trail clear of logs 8/22/16 Note: The lower 1.2 miles near Multnomah Falls  
is currently closed. 
 
Moffet Creek- Trail not scouted in 2016 
                                 
Mt. Defiance- Last cleared of logs in 2016        
  
Nesmith Point- Last cleared of logs in 2016  
             Conditions at Eagle Creek Trailhead 1/29/17 
Nick Eaton- Last cleared of logs in 2016 
     

Always Carry the Ten Essentials: 
 

1. Map and compass: and know 
how to use them 

2. Sun protection: sunglasses, 
sunscreen, hat 

3. Insulation:  extra clothing and 
rain gear 

4. Illumination:  headlamp or 
flashlight and extra batteries 

5. First-aid kit 
6.  Fire starter and matches 
7. Knife or multi tool 
8. Extra food:  at least one day’s 

worth 
9. Water and a way to purify it 
10. Emergency shelter 

 

 
 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/crgnsa/alerts-notices


Oneonta- There is still a temporary re-route in place due to ongoing rock slide.  Additionally, a section of trail is washed 
out between Triple Falls and the Horsetail Creek Junction.  Be prepared for a difficult scramble through these sections.   
Oneonta Trail clear of logs 2016 
 
Ruckel Creek- First 3.5 miles last cleared of logs in 2016  
 
Starvation Ridge- Last cleared of logs in 2016 
    
Tanner Butte Last cleared of logs to the CRGNSA boundary (2.6 miles) 2016 
 
Tanner Creek- Trail not scouted since before 2016 
 
Wahclella Falls- Ice and snow make it a challenging hike. Last cleared of logs in 2016.      
 
Wyeth- Last cleared of logs to the CRGNSA boundary in 2016 
 

Washington Trails: 
Augspurger- Trail clear of logs on the lower section of Augspurger.  Road access to the upper section of Augspurger is 
difficult and parts of the trail may be overgrown.  At this time, the best way to experience Augspurger Trail is via Dog 
Mountain Trailhead, and to hike this trail as a loop.  
 
Balfour-Klickitat Trail- Trail clear of logs but covered with snow.  Adult and juvenile eagles can be seen in the trees at 
Balfour and along the Klickitat River. 
                                                                                                                   
BZ Falls- Trail clear of logs but impacted by snow   
 
Cape Horn- Peregrine falcon closure in effect for the lower part of the trail (below SR 14) as of Feb 1. Please do not cut 
switchbacks!  Stay on the trail and do not take short cuts. 
 
Catherine Creek- Dogs must be on leashes in the  
Catherine Creek trail corridor year round, including 
the paved trail south of highway 14. 
 
Coyote Wall- Parking area and trail covered with  
snow. Dogs must be on leash from December 1 –  
June 30 in the Coyote Wall trail system.  
Last cleared of logs in 2016 
 
Dog Mountain- 10/25/16 Report of logs on trail 
  
Klickitat Trail- Last cleared of logs in 2016 
 
Sams Walker: Last cleared of logs in 2016 
 
St. Cloud: Multiple trees down 1/24/2017 
                                                                        
                                                                          Hard to believe we were doing trail work this time last year!  2/6/16 
 
 



Oregon Trails (Non-Wilderness): 
Angel’s Rest- Trail clear of logs 2016.  Please do not cut switchbacks!  Trail crews and volunteers have been hard at work 
rehabbing damage to soils and vegetation because of repeated shortcutting by hikers.  Please stay on the trail. 
 
Devil’s Rest- Last cleared of logs in 2016 
 
Eagle Creek- Parking is extremely limited and trail is covered in snow and ice.  Hiking not recommended.  Due to a recent 
landslide Metlako Viewpoint and part of the Metlako Viewpoint trail are closed. 
 
Gorge 400- Last cleared of logs in 2016 
 
Horsetail Falls- Trail clear of logs 2016 
 
Larch Mountain- Larch Mountain road is closed for the season.  Trail clear of logs 2016          
                                                                                                           
Multnomah Spur- Last cleared of logs in 2016 
 
Multnomah Way- Larch Mountain road is closed for the season, best access to Multnomah way is from Multnomah 
Falls.  Trail clear of logs 2016 Note:  Multnomah Falls trail is currently closed 
 
Sandy River Delta- Trails clear of logs.  Dogs must be on leash on the Confluence Trail 
 
Wahclella Falls- Ice and snow make it a challenging hike. Last cleared of logs in 2016.  
 
Wahkeena- Currently icy and essentially impassable without traction devices. Last cleared of logs in 2016 
 
Wauna Viewpoint- Last cleared of logs in 2016.                                               

 
Pacific Crest Trail: 
The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area works closely with our PCTA Caretakers to maintain nearly 25 miles of 
the PCT, in both Washington and Oregon.  The entire section across Mt. Hood National Forest was cleared of logs in 
2016, as was 18.1 miles from Bridge of the Gods to Table Mountain.                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                 


