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Introduction 
 

Signs are among the most common constructed features on National Forest lands.  Properly selected and 
maintained, signs welcome visitors to the forest, help them find their way, and provide information so 
people can enjoy their public lands, stay safe, and learn about natural and cultural resources.  

 
Signs can impart a positive and recognizable Forest Service image. 

 

 

However, poorly planned signs can detract from the natural setting and confuse visitors... 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
…and signs cost the Forest Service time and money to repair and replace, so selecting durable materials is 
important to recreation program sustainability. 
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Purpose of this Sign Plan 
 

The purpose of this Visitor Information Sign Plan is to provide guidance for signs (other than road signs) 
across the Coronado National Forest (CNF) to:   

1. Provide a consistent and positive CNF image or “brand” 
2. Offer guidance and examples for each type of sign 
3. List priorities for signs to be removed/replaced/improved   

 
Road Signs 

 Road signs are not covered by this CNF Sign Plan.  

 Sign standards are primarily provided by the Manual of Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (MUTCD). 

 There are 3 basic types of road signs:  Warning, Regulatory, and Guide.  
See graphic at right. 

 All National Forest System road signs are managed by the CNF Roads 
Engineer.  Signs on other roads are managed by County or State 
departments of transportation (DOTs). 

 

Visitor Information Signs 

 Sign standards are provided by the Forest Service (see references 
section) as well as this document. 

 Signs are managed primarily by Recreation. 
 
Note that some of the signs included in this plan are located along roadways, so some road sign standards 
and all installation requirements apply to these signs (e.g., text size, retroreflectivity, and breakaway posts).  
 
This plan provides a CNF-specific subset of recommendations for commonly found signs across the forest, 
and provides guidance for sign-related issues that are not covered well in other sign standards (such as 
Arizona Trail trailhead signs, temporary signs, and signs that withstand weather and vandalism typical to 
the CNF).  

 
 

General Guidelines for All Signs 
 

1. Less is more.  Minimize the number of signs.  Keep messages brief and clear.  

2. Use this plan in conjunction with other sign standards such as the FS Sign and Poster Guidelines. 

3. For signs within actual or assumed road rights-of-ways, coordinate work with the road manager 
(CNF engineer, Arizona or County DOT, etc.).  

4. Select materials that minimize long-term maintenance costs.  Wood should only be used for forest 
entrance signs, some bulletin boards and pay stations, wilderness trail signs, frames for fire posters, 
and signs on historic buildings.  Apply a graffiti coat to signs where needed.  Include an American 
flag on the sign if it will help deter vandals. 

5. Avoid large blocks of text in ALL CAPS, as this is difficult to read.  All caps are appropriate in some 
locations, such as headers/titles and on trail signs. 

Warning Signs  

Guide Signs  

Types of Road Signs  

Regulatory Signs  

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.app-x.com/a-sure-sign-that-you-need-fund-management-software/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=e1C0U77_FoKqyATk34LYBA&ved=0CBwQ9QEwAw&usg=AFQjCNGOtY971rnVbnRr-YtETOqH1sq6Zw
http://www.freeimages.com/browse.phtml?f=download&id=331087&redirect=photo
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://md-signs.com/signs-and-materials/traffic-signs/warning/w5-series-signs-width-restriction/w5-2-narrow-bridge-sign.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=31C0U4KLAcO3yAStgoLwDQ&ved=0CB4Q9QEwBA&usg=AFQjCNEIlE5Qe970MQ-nq6wGscKaBdvTxQ
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stop_sign&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=IVG0U8CgBMKjyATYuIHIAg&ved=0CDgQ9QEwEQ&usg=AFQjCNFIqxJyf2Uvr_56cRr6UT1EPyPxQg
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.smartdraw.com/examples/view/no%2Bparking%2Bsign%2Bwith%2Bsymbol/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=SFG0U7r6OsuOyASfjILIBA&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNHOUP2b_P6F5rzt9pqk3JGWikjEGQ
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.wpclipart.com/page_frames/full_page_signs/traffic_signs_2/keep_right_page_1.png.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=bFG0U6jpI8qSyATa6IDoAw&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNEc68jL16HTmAT4sABfgbOQ3H_VXQ
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speed_limit&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=k1G0U-f-F8mfyATwp4HwCw&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNELvOMBreVcNmL6de34MmvWdToOFw
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6. Use international symbols, but be aware that some are more helpful than others:  

Well understood (use freely): Camping, Picnicking, Hiking, Restrooms, Accessible  

Moderately understood:  Information, OHV Trail  

Commonly misunderstood (use with words to clarify):  No Alcohol, Interpretive Trail, Amphitheater  

7. Use consistent sign colors (see next item).  
 
Colors 
 

Colors help signs look consistent and simplify maintenance.  Colors described in these 
guidelines include two Federal Standard Colors (FSC) from the FS Sign Guidelines: Dark 
Brown FSC 20059 and Yellow-cream FSC 23695. 
 

  FSC 20059        FSC 23695  

     
 
Priorities for CNF Signs  
 

Many signs on the CNF have been improved in recent years or renovation is underway, including: 

 Trailhead signs along the Arizona National Scenic Trail  

 Fee stations at many campgrounds: Lakeview, Bog Springs, Molino Basin, Rose Canyon, Sunny Flat 

 Most trailhead signs on Mt. Lemmon and Madera Canyon 

 Signs at some CNF offices (Ranger Districts and TIFC) 

 Developed recreation site signs in Madera Canyon 

 Bud Gode Interpretive Nature Trail signs in Madera Canyon  

 Signs in Mt. Wrightson Picnic Area and Trailhead  

 Mt. Graham visitor information signs (at Market and Forest boundary sign) 

 Developed recreation site signs on Mt. Graham (Swift Trail Parkway) 

 Sabino Canyon Bajada Nature Trail signs 

 Sabino Canyon Fee Station signs 

 Interpretive Signs on Mt. Lemmon (Sky Island Scenic Byway)  

 Signs throughout Rose Canyon Campground 
 
Priorities for FY15 are (Note: These priorities were established at a meeting in July.  See Appendix A for more 
information): 

 Develop a sign plan for Carr Canyon Road using these guidelines. 

 Develop recommendations for Travel Management signs across the forest. 
 
Additionally, as signs are replaced and repaired throughout FY15 and beyond, these guidelines should be 
utilized and many minor sign improvements could be completed (such as painting forest entrance signs the 
correct colors).   
 
These guidelines should be updated annually or as needed. 
 
  

Painting the backs 
of signs within 

recreation areas is 
encouraged, as it 
helps signs blend 

into the landscape.  
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Forest Entrance Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

See Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service, Chapter 8B, Forest Identification Signs 
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm 
 
General:   Size is based on vehicle speed.   

Colors: Federal Standard Color (FSC) 20059 (Brown) and FSC 23695 (Yellow-cream) 

Installation: A stone base is ideal.  Large diameter posts are also acceptable.  Work with road engineer. 

Sources:  Two sources are Wood Product Signs http://www.woodproductsigns.com/ and Country Classic 
http://countryclassicinc.com/ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples 
 

Wood is the traditional material for these signs, represents the USFS well, and is acceptable for these signs on the 
CNF.  If there are major concerns about wood holding up in southeastern Arizona’s low humidity, intense sun, high 
temperatures, and/or vandalism, consider composite materials that look like wood, but require less maintenance.   
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Things to Correct Now and/or Avoid in the Future 
 
 
 
    
 

  

This is the recommended sign style for major entrances to the CNF, and signs meet most of the guidelines 
(shape, colors, mounting).  Note that the words “Land of Many Uses” is no longer required and the sign on 
the right lacks the required FS shield and USDA credit line.   

This sign does not meet the 
guidelines for colors.   

Posts look spindly 
and sign does not 
meet guidelines 
for colors.  Posts 
should be larger 
diameter and 
angled, and sign 
should be 
mounted lower 
on the posts. 

This sign shows acceptable mounting on angled  
posts, though larger diameter posts would look 
better.  However, the light paint color does not 
meet guidelines. 

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
http://www.woodproductsigns.com/
http://countryclassicinc.com/
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Travel Management Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service, Chapter 6, Travel Management Signing 
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm  
  
Sources: Some sources for kiosks and signs are Pannier Graphics http://www.panniergraphics.com/, Rock Art 

http://www.rockartsigns.com/, and Unicor’s Forest Service Stocked Signage Program 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5335847.pdf 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples  
 

The CNF will begin implementation of Travel Management in FY15.  All National Forest System roads will be signed 
with road numbers (if they are not already signed) per the Travel Management Rule and standard FS sign guidelines.  
 
Beyond these required signs (which are mostly road signs), it is likely that some visitor information signs will be 
needed.  Although the illustration below is not yet approved, it can provide a starting point for discussion.  After the 
CNF determines what is needed, this document should be revised. 
 
Additionally, where roads are closed or public access is restricted, visitor signs should provide an explanation of why 
the route is not open (e.g., what resources are being protected).  
 
 
  

A possible kiosk that could be installed at major visitor access points.  Two bulletin 
cases would allow for information to change as needed.  Another option is shown on 
the left. 

Road number sign on a road open to the 
public. 

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
http://www.panniergraphics.com/
http://www.rockartsigns.com/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5335847.pdf
javascript:Start('agora.cgi?picserve=03-432_lg.gif',width=326,height=363)
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Developed Recreation Site Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service, Chapter 7, Developed Recreation Site Signing 
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm 

General: Developed recreation sites include campgrounds, picnic areas, visitor centers, rental cabins, and 
others.  Signs sizes are based on speed limit on the road from which the sign is viewed.   

Colors: Federal Standard Color (FSC) 20059 (Brown) FSC 23695 (Yellow-cream). 

Installation: Do not use these signs as traffic control devices or in lieu of retroreflective destination and site 
approach signs.  Install along entry road to site, perpendicular to site entry road.  Stone bases are 
ideal; large diameter posts are acceptable.  

Sources: Two sources are Wood Product Signs http://www.woodproductsigns.com/ and Country Classic 
http://countryclassicinc.com/.  Avoid mixing wood and metal signs within an area. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples 
 

Although wood is traditional, it does not hold up well in southeastern Arizona’s low humidity, intense sun, high 
temperatures, and vandalism.  New signs should be made from a composite material that looks like wood, but 
requires less maintenance.   

  

Sign that meets guidelines, but 
should be moved out of the vehicle 
recovery zone or have breakaway 
posts, and then reflectors removed.    

Sign that meets guidelines.  
International symbols may be used 
below main sign. 

On Mt. Graham, the style of developed 
recreation site signs had a different theme 
historically (site name on top, forest on 
bottom) and many signs were in good 
condition, so new signs were made to be 
consistent with the theme.  However, colors 
and mounting for these signs should meet 
the current guidelines. 

Smaller developed 
recreation sites (such 
as this OHV staging 
area) may not warrant 
a standard developed 
recreation site sign.  In 
these cases, a metal 
road sign with symbols 
is an acceptable 
option. 

Sign at a visitor center.  When this sign is 
replaced, consider changing the words to read 
“Palisades Visitor Center”. 

Sign at a rental cabin.  
Future cabin signs should 
be brown and yellow-
cream (not tan). 

 

Things to Correct Now  
and/or Avoid in the Future 
 

This sign is too small 
for the stone base, 
mounted on an old 

board, and colors 
are not standard.   

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
http://www.woodproductsigns.com/
http://countryclassicinc.com/
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Administrative Site Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service, Chapter 8A, Forest Identification Signs – Administrative Sites 
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm 

General: Administrative site signs include offices and work centers.   Signs sizes are based on vehicle on the 
road from which the sign is viewed.  

Colors: Federal Standard Color (FSC) 20059 (Brown) and FSC 23695 (Yellow-cream). 

Installation: Stone or masonry (to match building) is ideal. Large diameter posts are acceptable (and the norm).  

Sources: Two sources are Wood Product Signs http://www.woodproductsigns.com/ and Country Classic 
http://countryclassicinc.com/. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples 
 

Materials: Although wood is traditional, it does not hold up well in southeastern Arizona’s low humidity, intense 
sun, and high temperatures.  Consider composite materials that look like wood, but require less 
maintenance, or metal.   

 
  

District office signs that meet guidelines for shape and mounting (large angled posts or masonry base).  Douglas RD sign should be 
painted the correct colors, and Nogales sign needs a fresh coat of paint.  Douglas RD sign lacks a FS shield. 

Interagency office sign that meets most guidelines.  
When repainting is needed, use standard colors. 

Interagency office sign that meets guidelines for urban 
site.  

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
http://www.woodproductsigns.com/
http://countryclassicinc.com/
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Visitor Orientation, Bulletin Boards, and Rules/Regs Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service, Chapter 10B, Visitor Information Signing – Bulletin Boards, Posters, Fees, 
Registration http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm 

General:   Size depends on whether sign will be read by visitors inside a vehicle (such as signs at a pullout along a road) or 
by pedestrians (such as visitors within a campground).  

Colors: Varies, but a Federal Standard Color (FSC) 20059 (Brown) background and a lighter text color, which may be 
FSC 23695 (Yellow-cream) or white. 

Installation: Usually posts and a frame.   

Materials: Generally metal or composites.  Wood is acceptable for bulletin boards. 

Sources: One source is Wood Product Signs http://www.woodproductsigns.com/.  Other sources are listed at the end of 
this document.  FS Rules and Regs signs are available from the Unicor Forest Service Stocked Signage Program 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5335847.pdf.   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Locating bulletin boards near restrooms is ideal, 
since most visitors at a site will use the 
restrooms and see the information.  Roofs on 
bulletin boards should be consistent with other 
roofs in the area; this is a good example of a 
roof that matches a nearby restroom roof. 

Good example of a pay station (on the left side) 
along with clean, minimal, and well-organized 
visitor information (on the right side).  

A well-organized bulletin 
board.  

Bulletin Boards 

Visitor information kiosk with information 
about the history of the area, hunting and 
shooting, and OHV use.   

Visitor information sign at a mountain 
bike trail.  Good combination of a 
permanent sign with a map, plus  an area 
for posting information that can change.   

Visitor  
Orientation 

Visitor 
orientation signs 
are appropriate 
at major 
entrances to the 
forest and at 
high use areas 
(such as visitor 
centers).  Metal 
posts and frames 
minimize future 
maintenance.  

Visitor information kiosk with 
a map of the entire recreation 
area.  Avoid unique colors like 
this and use Federal Standard 
color 20059 on posts and 
frames whenever possible.   

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
http://www.woodproductsigns.com/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5335847.pdf
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Rules and regulations sign posted 
on a pullout along a road.  Avoid 
this except where necessary, as it 
results in additional future 
maintenance.  

The sign is located at a 
cycling access point into 
Sabino Canyon.  The sign 
provides bicycling rules 
specifically for cyclists.  
While this is a good 
example of a rules & regs 
sign, some of the 
information needs to be 
updated.  Also, because 
bikes are vehicles, there 
should be a “Bikes Must 
Read Info ” sign directing 
cyclists to this sign. 

Rules & Regulations 

Where possible, 
post the standard 
Rules & Regs poster 
on existing bulletin 
boards instead of 
creating a new sign.   

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Things to Correct Now and/or Avoid in the Future 
 

Regulations sign posted on a kiosk.  While the kiosk 
structure is attractive and durable, there is too much 
information, which is likely overwhelming for visitors.  
Additionally, this sign frame should be painted Federal 
Standard Color 20059.  

Although international 
symbols convey 
messages well, they 
dominate this sign and 
clash with the 
“welcome” and “enjoy” 
messages.  The NO PETS 
text added onto the sign 
is redundant and adds to 
visual clutter. 

Regulations poster on a campground 
information station (see sign panel on right 
side).  While this is a good example of a kiosk 
and information is nicely displayed, the 
colors are non-standard.  When repainting is 
needed,, use Federal Standard Color 20059. 

The information on the bulletin board on the 
right needs to be cleaned up and arranged 
better, and the numerous add-on signs create 
visual clutter.  District staff should identify the 
most important messages for bulletin boards 
(rules/regs, bears, etc.) and post those.  Don’t 
try to cover everything on one bulletin board. 
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Pay Stations 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service, Chapter 10B, Visitor Information Signing – Bulletin Boards, Posters, 
Fees, Registration http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm , and National Guidelines for 
Recreation Fee Signs, REA (Recreation Enhancement Act) Toolbox, http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/rhwr/recfee/products-
signs.shtml 

General: Pay stations should be easily visible from a vehicle, but sized for pedestrian use.   

Colors: Varies, but Federal Standard Color (FSC) 20059 (Brown) and a lighter color, which may be FSC 23695 
(Yellow-cream) or white. 

Installation: Usually posts and a frame. 

Sources:  One source is Wood Product Signs http://www.woodproductsigns.com/.  Fee signs are available from 
the Unicor, Forest Service Stocked Signage Program 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5335847.pdf 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples 
 

Materials: Although wood is traditional, it does not hold up well in southeastern Arizona’s low humidity, intense 
sun, and high temperatures.  Consider composite materials that look like wood, but require less 
maintenance, or metal.   

A campground pay station that 
meets guidelines.  It provides a 
simple style, and both the sign 
and frame are metal, which are 
very durable.  The sign color is a 
bit too red and could match the 
frame better. 

This campground pay station provides 
a strong USFS image.  Although it looks 
like wood, it is made from a composite 
that will last much longer and not 
require painting. 

A campground pay 
station with a map of 
the campground.   

The CNF has used this style 
of sign at several 
campgrounds in recent 
years.  It combines a REA 
standard sign with 
information specific to the 
CNF. 

An example from the REA 
toolbox.  Using standard 
signs like this is the 
simplest way to create a 
pay station.  The structure 
should be painted FSC 
20059.  A roof is optional. 

Good example of a sturdy, 
attractive steel frame. 

 

Things to Correct Now  
and/or Avoid in the Future 
 

This pay station is not 
accessible.  Visitors 
with disabilities would 
likely have trouble 
walking up the hill to 
obtain a fee envelope 
on the bulletin board, 
and the fee tube slab 
should be flush with 
the ground. 

Example of how 
to display passes. 

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/rhwr/recfee/products-signs.shtml
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/rhwr/recfee/products-signs.shtml
http://www.woodproductsigns.com/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5335847.pdf
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Arizona National Scenic Trail Trailhead Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

There are no standard guidelines for AZNST signs, but some items in the Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest 
Service, chapter 5, Trail Signing: http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm might apply. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples 
 

There are three basic types of trailhead signs:  3-panel kiosks, single-panel signs in frames, and steel boilerplate signs 
with signs mounted on the face. 

Colors: Full color signs with detailed maps and information about the AZNST. 

Installation: Use existing sign bases.  If painted, use Federal Standard Color 20059. 

Materials: Wood or metal.  Consider materials that will minimize long-term maintenance. 

Sources: iZone, with 10 year warranty (or equal) http://www.izoneimaging.com/.  Bulletin case replacement 
plexiglass can be purchased at a local glass company such as Tucson Glass and Mirror.  

Kiosk and signs that meet guidelines.  Structure is painted FSC 
20059.  Signs installed in 2013.  Bulletin case information can be 
changed as needed by district personnel. 

Boilerplate sign structure with 
old sign.  New sign panel similar 
to kiosk signs (photo at left) is 
planned for 2014. 

At some trailheads 
on the CNF there 
are other signs 
such as a portal 
and/or small 
bulletin board.  
These are 
acceptable if they 
are consistent in 
appearance 
(colors, etc.) and in 
character with the 
recreation setting. 

Single-panel frame, 
with old sign.  New 
sign panel similar to 
kiosk signs (photo at 
left) is planned for 
2014. 
 

Standard 
design 

style for 
new 

signs. 

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
http://www.izoneimaging.com/
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Wilderness Trailhead and Trail Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 
Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service, chapter 5, Trail Signing: 
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm 

Sources:  One source is Wood Product Signs http://www.woodproductsigns.com/ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples 
 

 

  

Leave No Trace, purpose of 
Wilderness, and other 
wilderness-related 
information should be 
included on trailhead signs 
located near Wilderness 
boundaries.  On new signs, 
include also the Wilderness 
wolf logo.  

Trailhead Signs 

Trail Signs 

One and two-post installations 
that meet guidelines.  Note that 
the FS Sign Guidelines require 
that signs be mounted 5 feet 
above the trail tread, not the 
post base.  The signs in these 
photos only appear to be 
mounted low, but they meet 
these guidelines. 

Colors: Select colors that blend in with natural 
setting.  Frames should generally be 
Federal Standard Color (FSC) 20059 
(Brown).  

Installation: Usually posts and a frame 

Materials: Metal and/or composites 

 

Colors: Natural unpainted wood fits best with 
Wilderness settings.  Dark brown is also 
acceptable. 

Installation: Natural undimensioned posts are best.  
Select wood that resists rot and insects.  
In limited locations where vandalism is 
a major problem, self-weathering steel 
posts are acceptable (see next page), 
even though this violates the FS Sign 
Guidelines. 

Materials: Wood is most appropriate in 
Wilderness, despite the fact that it 
does not last as long as other materials.  
In limited locations where vandalism is 
a major problem (such as some heavily 
used parts of Pusch Ridge Wilderness), 
anodized aluminum is acceptable (see 
next page), even though this violates 
the FS Sign Guidelines. 

 

 

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
http://www.woodproductsigns.com/


13 
 

Non-Wilderness Trailhead and Trail Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 
Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service, chapter 5, Trail Signing: 
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Additional CNF Guidance and Examples 
  

 

 

  

Anodized trail sign that meets guidelines.   

Anodized Aluminum sign that 
meets guidelines. 

Self-weathering 
steel post needs 
no maintenance. 

Trailhead Signs 

Trailheads on the CNF vary widely.  Some are little more 
than a wide spot on a gravel road.  Others have paved 
parking, restrooms, and other facilities.  Trailhead signs 
should be appropriate for the level of development.   
 

Colors: Select colors that blend in with natural 
setting.  Frames should generally be 
Federal Standard Color (FSC) 20059 
(Brown).  

Installation: Usually posts and a frame 

Materials: Metal and/or composites 

Sources:  One source is Wood Product Signs 
http://www.woodproductsigns.com/ 

 

 

Trail Signs 

Colors: Dark brown/bronze with lighter 
colored lettering and symbols. 

Installation: Usually posts and a sign 

Materials: Anodized or self-weathering 
steel posts.  Anodized aluminum 
signs. 

Sources: One source is Interpretive 
Graphics, 3590 Summerhill Dr, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84121, (801) 
942-5812, 
http://interpretivegraphics.com/ 

 

 

 

A metal trailhead sign 
visible from vehicles is a 
low-maintenance 
option for simple 
trailheads along roads.  
International symbols 
are helpful. 

Wood signs can direct 
visitors to trailheads and 
be in character with more 
remote settings. 

A trailhead sign at a more 
developed site.  This sign 
offers a detailed map, hiking 
information, and a trail 
register. 

A trailhead sign mounted on an 
existing bulletin board.  This is 
an ideal way to avoid a 
separate structure just for the 
trailhead sign. 

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
http://www.woodproductsigns.com/
http://interpretivegraphics.com/
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Directional and Site Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service, Chapter 7, Developed Recreation Site Signing 
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm 

General:   Signs sizes are based on distance from which the sign is viewed. 

Colors: Dark Brown FSC 20059 is best.  Text, symbols, and border can be Yellow-cream FSC 23695 or white. 

Installation: Usually posts. 

Materials: Varies.  Consider materials that will minimize maintenance; metal is best. 

Sources:  One source is Wood Product Signs http://www.woodproductsigns.com/  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples  

  

Routed wood sign that is in character 
with National Forest setting.  Consider 
composite materials that look similar but 
require less maintenance, and use 
retroreflective signs when needed (this 
sign (this sign is on a ML4 road and 
should be retroreflective).   

Composite signs look like traditional wood but require 
little or no maintenance.  Unpainted steel posts look 
rustic and need no maintenance.  These materials are 
recommended for site names and numbers within 
recreation sites. 

Metal signs that direct 
visitors are appropriate 
for more urban locations.  
Use Federal Standard 
Color 20059 whenever 
possible.   

Too many different types of signs and symbols 
on one structure.   

A sign with a picnic symbol 
leads visitors to picnic tables.  
Mounting on a taller post would 
make this sign more visible.  

 

Things to Correct Now  
and/or Avoid in the Future 
 

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
http://www.woodproductsigns.com/
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Interpretive Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service, Chapter 10A, Visitor Information Signing - Interpretive 
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples  
 

Interpretive signs vary in size, materials, and message.  The three general types, and guidelines for each, are: 
 

1. Small signs with simple messages and graphics 

Colors:   Dark bronze (brown) background with light-colored letters and graphics (usually silver or gold)   

Mounting: Usually an angled sign mounted on a single post (anodized or self-weathering steel). 

Materials: Anodized aluminum 

Note: Anodized aluminum is highly recommended for interpretive signs because it lasts for decades and is 
very vandal resistant and requires little or no maintenance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Larger signs for interpreting more complicated topics 

Colors:   Usually full color.  Avoid light backgrounds, which don’t blend into the landscape and can be difficult 
to look on bright days. 

Mounting: Usually inserted into a metal frame.  Can be vertical, horizontal, or angled.  

Materials: Panels can be iZone composites (or equal).  Ensure sign material comes with a 10+ year warranty and 
file digital artwork for future re-fabrication.  Frames can be purchased at Pannier 
http://www.panniergraphics.com/.  

Note:  These signs should only be used in areas with high visitation and should include large graphics 
(illustrations, photographs, and maps) and limited text.  Panels last about 10 years (sometimes more), 
and frames need to be re-painted regularly, so consider where funds for future maintenance and 
replacement costs will come from. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A plant identification sign 
on a nature trail (left) and a 
sign at historic site (right).  

A single sign at a highway vista 
point (right) and vertical signs 
along an interpretive trail at a 
historic site. 

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
http://www.panniergraphics.com/
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3. Other types of signs and structures.  In some locations, different and/or more elaborate interpretive signs and 
facilities are appropriate.  Sites should have high visitation and very special resources.  Long-term maintenance of 
these signs and facilities must be considered; Friends groups or other partners should be engaged whenever 
possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Things to Correct Now and/or Avoid in the Future 
  

An interpretive 
kiosk at a major 
cultural site (left), a 
bronze plaque on a 
historic building 
(middle), and an 
interpretive ramada 
at a popular 
developed site 
(right).  

Wood signs are not recommended, as they don’t 
hold up well in southeastern Arizona’s climate.  
Also, avoid using all caps, as it is difficult to read.  

Avoid reversing images on anodized aluminum signs, as they look 
like negatives.    

Too much text on interpretive 
signs makes them less 
appealing to most visitors.  
Graphics should comprise 
most of the panel. 
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Scenic Byway Signs 
 

Standard Guidelines 
 

Use applicable Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT), or county 
specifications.  Work with road managing agency on signs and installation. 

Colors: Per FHWA, ADOT, or county specifications. 

Installation: Usually steel posts.  

Materials: Metal. 

Sources:  Numerous sources.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples  

 
  

  

Reminder signs like this are typically placed every 5 
miles (both directions).  Note that this sign uses a 
unique logo created by the CNF for Sky Island Scenic 
Byway.   

Sign at the entrance to Sky Island Scenic Byway (a National 
Scenic Byway).  FHWA guidelines apply. 

Arizona Department of Transportation’s standard sign at 
the beginning of Swift Trail Parkway.   

Good example of using the same post for scenic 
byway and elevation signs.     

Good example of using the same post for scenic 
byway and elevation signs.   
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Signs for Accessible Sites and Gates 
 
Standard Guidelines 
 

Americans with Disabilities Act and Architectural Barriers Act Accessibilty Guidelines (ADAABAAG)  
http://fsweb.r8.fs.fed.us/nr/recreation/accessibility/index.php, Forest Service Outdoor Recreation Accessibility 
Guidelines (FSORAG) http://fsweb.r8.fs.fed.us/nr/recreation/accessibility/index.php, and Sign and Poster Guidelines 
for the Forest Service, Chapters 1Introduction and Principles, and 6 Travel Management Signing 
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm  
 

Colors: Federal Standard Color 20059 (Brown) or anodized aluminum or MUTCD blue. 

Installation Metal, routed plastic, or other durable materials. 

Sources:  See sources section at end of this document. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples  

 

 

 
 
  

In locations where there is no visitor 
information station and where there are 
limited accessible sites and heavy use, it 
may be useful to provide a sign such as 
this.  

The universal symbol of accessibility can be brown, which 
blends into the natural setting better than bright blue.  

Campground 
information 
station with 
accessible 
campsite 
information 
in the box in 
the lower 
right.  

http://fsweb.r8.fs.fed.us/nr/recreation/accessibility/index.php
http://fsweb.r8.fs.fed.us/nr/recreation/accessibility/index.php
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
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Things to Correct Now and/or Avoid in the Future 

Do not use the universal 
accessibility symbol at 
individual campsites or 
picnic sites.  If there is a 
visitor information area 
or pay station in the 
campground, identify 
accessible campsites on 
this sign or map.  The 
symbol can be used at 
parking spaces in parking 
lots.  

 

Do not use the universal accessibility symbol on guide signs unless 
the entire site meets all Federal and USFS accessibility standards.  

 

Where there are gates on system roads and pedestrian use is encouraged, 
there must be 26” of clear passage around gate.  This gate lacks clear 
passage.   
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Posters 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service, Chapter 10B, Visitor Information Signing – Bulletin Boards, Posters, 
Fees, Registration http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm 

Colors: Frame shall be painted FSC 20059. 

Installation: Stone base or posts. 

Materials:  Stone, wood, or steel.  Consider long-term maintenance when selecting materials. 

Sources: Posters are available from the Unicor, Forest Service Stocked Signage Program 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5335847.pdf 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples  

  

Poster with fire message on stone base.   

Poster with safety message on 
wood posts.  When repainting is 
needed, use FSC 20059. 

Posters with resource protection messages on stone bases.  

Poster with fire message on wood post  

Good use of standard 
posters (rules and 
regulations and bear 
information) on a 
bulletin board.  

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5335847.pdf
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Partner Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

Use applicable Forest Service sign guidelines and MUTCD standards.  Signs should look like USFS standard signs.  
Incorporate partner logos as desired. 

Colors: Signs should use standard FS colors whenever possible. 

Materials: Metal is usually best, as it requires little maintenance. 

Sources:  See sources section at end of this document. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples  

  

Metal sign thanking partners for working 
together long-term.   

Sky Island Children’s Forest signs are 
appropriate where young people provide 
volunteer labor.   The official logo (on the 
right) can be used on signs provided by partner 
funds, but is not to be used on signs paid for 
by the Forest service.   (“Per USDA instruction 
released in January 2013, no new ‘logos’ are to 
be developed by any USDA agency and any 
logos currently in place outside of the USDA 
and Forest Service insignia are to be phased 
out. In a nut shell this means that no other 
logos may be used as an identifier of the 
agency or any faction, thereof. Some guidance 
is being developed and is currently in the 
Chief's Office for review...” Departmental 
Regulation 1430-002; Use of Logos/Marks at 
the United States Department of Agriculture.) 
 

Plaques and other signs thanking partners should be subtle and blend 
into landscape colors.  This small plaque is mounted on a post to thank 
partners for providing an interpretive display with tiles displaying 
various species of birds.      

Allowing partners to display 
information in a bulletin case is a 
good option. Ideally, partners should 
adopt the bulletin case and replace 
materials when they get faded or 
the information is out-of-date.  Use 
Federal Standard Color 20059 for 
frames whenever possible.   

Good example of a sign with a strong 
USFS image that includes a partner logo 
(in this case Arizona Game & Fish Dept).    
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Special Use Permittee Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service, Chapter 7, Developed Recreation Site Signing 
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm 

Colors: Frame shall be painted FSC 20059. 

Installation: Stone base or posts.  

Materials:  Stone, wood, or steel. 

Sources: See sources section at end of this document. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples  

  

 

Things to Correct Now and/or Avoid in the Future 

 

Welcome to  

CAMP LAWTON 

Operated by Boy Scouts of America 

Under Permit from Coronado National Forest 

 

As special use permittee signs are installed or 
replaced, use standard signs similar to these. 

 

 Rec Resource Mgmt 

Coronado 

Signs at this special 
use permittee’s 
store are in poor 
condition and the 
colors and 
messages don’t 
convey a positive 
USFS image. 

Permittee 
signs should 
be consistent 
with most FS 
Sign 
Guidelines.  
These signs 
have colors, 
materials, and 
styles that do 
not comply. 

Permittees 
should not have 
temporary signs 
for more than a 

month or two. 

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.kampercity.com/?p%3Dlink%26link%3D26%26page%3DBoy Scouts of America&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=wvzkU-mKL5LgoASw7oKwCw&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNFIOdGywfRRFkqihXZxvFCjGQqaHg
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Signs for Forest Closures 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service, Chapter 4, Temporary Traffic Control – Construction, Maintenance, 
and Incident Management http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm 

Sources:  See sources section at end of this document.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Things to Correct Now and/or Avoid in the Future 

 

  

To close a road, always use a Type 3 
barricade to block the lane. 

Information about the 
closure should be posted on 
a Type 2 barricade adjacent 
to the Type 3 barricade. 

Retroreflective metal sign with closure information.  
Laminate the closure order and map and tape them to 
the metal sign.  If desired, a “Dear Visitor” letter that 
summarizes the closure order and provides additional 
information (such as expectations for re-opening an 
area and/or a QRF symbol or link to additional website 
information) may also be attached. 

Text on this closure orders sign is 
too small to read and wood will not 
last. 

Corex is an inexpensive material 
that is a good option for 
temporary signs for things like 
recreation site construction 
activities (i.e., “Pardon the dust”).  
However, this is not an acceptable 
way to close a road. 

Closure signs should not be yellow. 

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
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Signs for Shooting Areas 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

There are no USFS standard guidelines for shooting area signs.   
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Things to Correct Now and/or Avoid in the Future 

 

While this sign has 
excellent 
information about 
shooting, it does 
not comply with 
Forest Service sign 
guidelines (colors, 
fonts, etc.). 

The middle sign 
on this visitor 
orientation 
kiosk is a good 
example of a 
sign with 
information 
about hunting 
and shooting 
restrictions in 
the area. 

Recommended designs for areas 
that need permanent signs.  The 
sign on the left can be used in 
areas where shooting is allowed.  
The sign on the right would be 
used for areas closed to hunting 
and/or shooting (note: the 
information in first paragraph 
should be pulled from the 
closure order and ideally would 
explain the what, where, and 
why). 

Smaller signs can 
be used in 

dispersed and 
developed 

recreation sites as 
needed to protect 

resources and 
provide visitor 

information.  The 
sign on the top 

provides a place 
to post the 

closure order.  
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International Border Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

There are no USFS standard guidelines for signs along the International Border.  Use MUTCD for signs on roads. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Things to Correct Now and/or Avoid in the Future 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Existing road signs do not meet standards 
for road sign colors or wording and should 
be replaced with a new design such as one 
of the options shown above. 

A sketch of a sign that 
should be installed on 
public roads where 
Border Patrol vehicles 
may be encountered. 

  

SMUGGLING AND ILLEGAL 
IMMIGRATION OCCURS  

IN THIS AREA 

Two possible options for a road sign that could 
be installed in locations identified by district 
rangers.  Note that the bottom sign does not 
meet road sign standards for colors or wording. 

In locations  away from roads where FS 
staff feel the need to provide additional 
visitor safety information, post this 
message.  Likely locations include: 

 On bulletin boards in developed 
recreation sites (such as 
campgrounds) 

 In bulletin cases at trailheads 
(such as the Arizona National 
Scenic Trail trailheads in the 
Huachuca EMA and trails at the 
top of Carr Canyon) 

If possible, include a smartphone QR code 
symbol on this sign that directs visitors to 
a website with additional border safety 
information 
 
 

 

 VISITOR SAFETY INFORMATION 

Smuggling and illegal entry is 
common in this area due to the 
proximity of the international 
border. 
 
Please be aware of your 
surroundings at all times and do 
not travel alone in remote areas. 

Report suspicious persons and/or 
activities to the Coronado National 
Forest (520) XXX-XXXX or Border 
Patrol (520) XXX-XXXX. 

NOTE: Recommendations for border signs need 
further discussion and consensus by FLT. 
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Temporary Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

There are few standard FS Guidelines for Temporary signs.  When signs are needed for things like construction 
activities, visitor warnings (e.g., recent mountain lion sightings), or forest health projects, consult with SO sign 
coordinators. 

Colors: Use FSC 20059 for signs that do not need to be highly visible. 

Installation: Varies.  

Materials: Varies.  Balance cost with how long sign will need to last. 

Sources:  See sources section at end of this document. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Things to Correct Now and/or Avoid in the Future 

 

  
Signs like this convey a 
poor image and 
confuse visitors.  Avoid 
homemade signs, text 
that is too small to 
read, and posting 
numerous items on 
one structure. Sites that are 

frequently 
opened and 

closed should 
have a permanent  

way to indicate 
the status. 

 

Catalina-Rincon FireScape Project 
 
Prior to the late 1800s, ecosystems in the Santa Catalina Mountains were 
adapted to frequent, low-intensity wildfires.  After European settlement, these 
processes were interrupted by overgrazing, fire suppression, and logging.  The 
forest is now composed of overly dense trees and excessive amounts of downed 
wood.  The Aspen and Bullock Fires reduced fuels in some areas, but additional 
management is still needed.  In addition, climate change and drought contribute 
to the risk of catastrophic fires.  
 
The Coronado National Forest is working to reduce fire hazards and restore 
natural balance through vegetation treatments, prescribed burning, and other 
methods.  You may notice cut trees and stumps, debris piles, and areas 
blackened by fire.  We apologize for the mess, but it is temporary....and a small 
price to pay for a healthier forest.  
 
For additional info, contact the Santa Catalina Ranger District at (520) 749-8700 or www.fs.fed.r3.coronado.  

 

An example of a temporary sign 
for a forest health project.  This 
sign may have too much text; 
keep messages short to 
encourage visitors to read 
them. 

http://www.fs.fed.r3.coronado/
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Signs in Spanish 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 
 

Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service, Chapter 10B, Visitor Information Signing – Bulletin Boards, Posters, Fees, 
Registration http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm (see page 10B-4). 

 

General: Signs in Spanish are appropriate in areas where there are many visitors who speak only Spanish and 
important information needs to be conveyed (such as visitor safety information, rules/regs, and fee 
information).  Signs in  Spanish shall always be near an equivalent signs in English.  Bilingual 
employees can translate simple messages for signs. Use a professional translator for more 
complicated topics (such as interpretive signs). 

Colors: Generally FSC 20059. 

Installation: Varies.  Use appropriate specifications and guidelines for the type of sign. 

Materials: Varies.  Use appropriate specifications and guidelines for the type of sign. 

Sources:  See sources section at end of this document. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples  

  

Rules and Regulations signs in both English and Spanish.   

Metal sign in Spanish.  Same sign in 
English is located just before this 
one.   

Photo on left:  Fee information in English on the left side of the road at a welcome station 
and Spanish on the right side.  Photo on right:  Close-up of the sign in Spanish. 

 

Things to Correct Now  
and/or Avoid in the Future 
 

Avoid adding  
Spanish by 

overlapping 
signs, as it looks 

cluttered. 

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
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Miscellaneous Other Signs 
 

Standard Forest Service Guidelines 

Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service  http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional CNF Guidance and Examples  

  

 

Things to Correct Now and/or Avoid in the Future 
 

A sign for a 
designated dispersed 
camping area.  When 
the forest encourages 
use of an area in this 
manner, we must 
ensure that the area 
is relatively safe for 
visitors, including 
managing hazard 
trees.    

Unnecessary 
signs and bases 
like this should 
be removed.   

Sign in Catalina State 
Park indicating the 
boundary of the area 
managed for bighorn 
sheep.  These signs are 
unattractive, and signs 
for the bighorn sheep 
reintroduction area are 
inconsistent.  Consider a 
consistent metal sign 
such as the example 
below and post at all 
access points into the 
area.  The closure order 
and map could be 
posted below the sign 
on the same posts. 

Routed signs on historic buildings 
provides visitor information and a 
positive, traditional USFS image.  This 
type of sign is appropriate for natural 
features (creeks, vegetation types, 
etc.). too (creeks, etc.). 

Signing visitor hazards (such as 
poison ivy) is a good idea in high 
use areas.     

Symbols can convey hazards effectively.     

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads_trails/sign_guidelines/index.htm
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Sources  
Note: This is simply a list of good sources for various types of signs.  Other “approved equal” sources should always be 
considered. 
 
Aluminum sign frames, kiosks, and bulletin cases  
Pannier Graphics, 345 Oak Road, Gibsonia, PA 15044-8428, (800) 544-8428 /, http://www.panniergraphics.com/ 
 
Anodized aluminum signs 
Interpretive Graphics, 3590 Summerhill Dr, Salt Lake City, UT 84121, (801) 942-5812, 
http://interpretivegraphics.com/ 
 
Barricades 
United Rentals,                                    , (520) 746-4100, http://www.unitedrentals.com/ 

Desert Barricades, 3536 N. Stone, Tucson AZ 85705, (520) 219-2775, http://www.desertbarricades.com/ 

 
Campground Pay Station Signs 
Wood Product Signs, 4890 County Road 76, Parlin, CO 81239, (970) 641-1675,  http://www.woodproductsigns.com/ 
 
Graphic design and illustration 
Ormsby and Thickstun Design, 21351 W. Silverbell Rd, Marana AZ 85653, (520) 616-6140, 
http://www.ormsbythickstun.com/ 
 
Interpretive sign design and fabrication (anodized aluminum and color signs) 
Interpretive Graphics, 3590 Summerhill Dr, Salt Lake City, UT 84121, (801) 942-5812, 
http://interpretivegraphics.com/ 
 
Interpretive sign panel fabrication, color signs  
iZone Imaging, 2526 Charter Oak Drive, Suite 100, Temple TX 76502, 
(888) 464-9663, http://www.izoneimaging.com/ 
 

http://fsweb.r8.fs.fed.us/nr/recreation/accessibility/index.php
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/resources/state_info/arizona/az.htm
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/programs/signs.htm
http://fsweb.r8.fs.fed.us/nr/recreation/accessibility/index.php
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/rhwr/recfee/products-signs.shtml
http://www.panniergraphics.com/
http://interpretivegraphics.com/
http://www.unitedrentals.com/
http://www.desertbarricades.com/
http://www.woodproductsigns.com/
http://www.ormsbythickstun.com/
http://interpretivegraphics.com/
http://www.izoneimaging.com/
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Metal Signs - Custom 

 Graphic Impact:  5440 E. Speedway, Tucson AZ 85712, (520) 795-7446, http://graphic-impact.com/ 

 Innovative Signs , 4257 W. Ina, Suite 111, Tucson AZ 85741 (Pay Station Signs), 
http://www.innovativesignsoftucson.com/ 

 Signs Now, 3955 E. Speedway, Tucson AZ 85712, (520) 325-7446, www.signsnowtucson.com 
 
Metal Signs – Standard Road Signs 

 Desert Barricades, 3536 N. Stone, Tucson AZ 85705, (520) 219-2775, http://www.desertbarricades.com/ 

 Newman Signs, 1606 6th Ave SW, Jamestown ND 58401, (800) 337-9770, http://www.newmansigns.com/ 
 
Plexiglass (for bulletin cases) 
Tucson Glass and Mirror, 680 S Campbell, Tucson AZ 85719, (520) 624-8691 www.tucsonglassandmirror.com/ 
 
Stone Bases 
Darrell Klesch, Stonemason, HCR 01 Box 3350, Oracle AZ 85623, (520) 603-9045 
Translation (Spanish):  Carola Myers, Rosetta Stone Translations, 7375 N. Calle sin Celo, Tucson AZ 85718, (520) 575-
9200, rosettrans@aol.com 
 
USFS Standard Signs (Rules & Regs, Posters, etc.) 
Unicor Forest Service Stocked Signage Program, Product Catalog & Posters, 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5335847.pdf 
 
Various USFS Signs (composite materials that look like wood) 
Wood Product Signs, 4890 County Road 76, Parlin, CO 81239, (970) 641-1675, http://www.woodproductsigns.com/ 
Country Classic, 6755 NW Mathwig Lane, Silverdale, WA 98383, (877) 280-6373, http://countryclassicinc.com/ 
 
 
 

 

 

  

http://graphic-impact.com/
http://www.innovativesignsoftucson.com/
http://www.signsnowtucson.com/
http://www.desertbarricades.com/
http://www.newmansigns.com/
http://www.tucsonglassandmirror.com/
mailto:rosettrans@aol.com
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5335847.pdf
http://www.woodproductsigns.com/
http://countryclassicinc.com/
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APPENDIX  

Coronado National Forest Visitor Information Sign Plan 
July 22, 2014 Meeting Minutes  
 
Attendees 

Zac Ribbing, Armando Arvizu, Chris Milich, Robert Walter, Peggy Wilson, Paul Simpson, Jim Sutton, Misty Shafiqullah, 
Walt Keyes, Mark Merritt, and Debby Kriegel 
(Other team members who were unable to attend:  John Titre, Don Marion, Carlos Gonzales, Gregg Sasek, Linda 
Stamer, Tom Cassell, and Connie Lane) 
 

Introduction 

Attendees were each asked to mention an issue or problem with forest signs that they are aware of.  Responses 
included: 

 Select materials that minimize O&M (graffiti, durability, cost, etc.). 

 Signs are needed at Bigelow (FCC, radiation). 

 Sabino shuttle and SARA site signs (address, consistency). 

 Organization Ridge signs may be needed (guide signs and camps). 

 Bulletin boards and info boards are sometimes underutilized, sometimes messy.  Redington Pass issues. 

 Consider adding cameras to catch vandals. 

 Travel management signs should be consistent. 

 Some existing wood routed signs should be retroreflective. 

 Signs for temporary closures are inconsistent and don’t always look professional. 

 District consistency would be good, especially trail signs, and signs should meet guidelines. 

 There is a need for kiosks like the one in Cochise Stronghold (with travel management, closure orders, etc.) at 
both ends of Cave Creek. 

 There is often clutter on bulletin boards, though some need a map and Pack-it-in-pack-it-out information. 

 Need signs for shooting areas and closures. 

 There is sign pollution in some areas (e.g., Madera Canyon). 
 
Debby presented an overview, including the scope and purpose of this sign plan, the difference between road signs 
and other signs, and our primary existing sign guidelines (MUTCD, FS Sign & Poster Guidelines, etc.).  This document 
(titled “CNFSignPlanKickoff072214.pptx”) is posted at 
O:\NFS\Coronado\Program\2300Recreation\2300RecreationManagement\SignGuides. 
 

Review of Draft CNF Sign Plan 

The team then reviewed the draft CNF Sign Plan and discussed each type of sign.  The draft plan (titled 
“CNFSignGuidelines2014”) is posted in the folder above (see link).  Notes from this exercise: 

 Routed wood at non-wilderness trailheads is high maintenance.  Use a composite material. 

 Whenever possible, traihead signs should have a bulletin board space for posting current information (fire 
restrictions, closures, etc.). 

 Trail signs should be installed at 5 ft above the trail tread (not always 5’ post height). 

 Visitor orientation signs should be in metal frames (Pannier or equal).  1, 2, and 3 panels ok.  

 Combine rules & regs, bulletin boards, and visitor information signs.  Add information about where these 
types of signs should be located.  Bulletin boards are best located near restrooms. Visitor orientation signs 
are appropriate at visitor centers and entrances to popular visitor use areas (like a canyon). 

 Add information about how and where to post fire restrictions, bear information, and closures. 

072214Resources.docx
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 A flip sign could be added to posters to post closure orders that are mounted on posts and have room.  
Flipped closed the sign would read “No Closures at this time”. 

 Yellow and black signs don’t need the word “Caution” on them. 

 Visitor hazard signs need more discussion. Need to meet with and Duane to discuss hazard signs, including 
border signs, danger signs (Sabino Canyon), and signs in burned areas once the environment is stable.  What 
are the standards?  Can we take some of them down? 

 

Priority Sign Projects 

The team then considered criteria for selecting priority sign improvement projects on the forest.  Criteria included: 

 Signs visible from roads  

 Signs in areas with large numbers of visitors  

 Signs that protect health & safety 

 Signs that address serious resource damage 

 Signs that are in very poor condition 

 Signs that have funding and/or FS crews available to fabricate & install 

 Signs in a location where NEPA would be simple 

 Select a test area with many types of signs (but not too complex) and implement the sign plan guidelines.   
 
The team then brainstormed possible priority sign projects for FY15, and considered the following: 

 Forest entry signs 

 Sabino VC signs 

 Catalina State Park stenciled signs (bighorn sheep) 

 Arizona Trail signs 

 Travel Management Signs (D5, D4, D2) 

 One area with a variety of signs that is not too complex:  Carr Canyon, Cave Creek, Cochise or Stronghold 
(Note: Although Mt. Lemmon was also mentioned as a priority, the area was deemed too complicated. It 
should be considered in future years.) 

 
The team discussed these priorities.  There was consensus to select one area on the forest to start with.  Each team 
member voted on the possible priorities, and the results were 

 Carr Canyon - 6 votes 

 Cave Creek - 1 vote 

 Cochise Stronghold - 1 vote 
 
FY15 priorities will be: 

 Carr Canyon signs 

 Travel Management signs 
 
Funding for the Carr Canyon signs can come from a variety of sources.  Bulletin boards might be funded by RAC (fee 
dollars and SRS).  Road signs can be paid for by Engineering. 
 
Employee Awareness and Training  

The team discussed how current and future employees would become familiar with the CNF sign plan.  
Recommended strategies: 

 Assign a sign contact person in each office:  
o SO:  Walt (road signs), Debby (other signs) 
o D1:  Robert Walter 
o D2:  Chris Milich 
o D3:  Robert Walter 
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o D4:  Carlos Gonzales 
o D5:  Paul Simpson 

 Create a display or game (e.g., “What’s wrong with this sign?” and a prize for winner) for Employee 
Appreciation Day. 

 Include an article or quiz (see game above) in Sky Islander. 
 

Homework and Follow-up Assignments 

Everyone 

 Send Debby comments, concerns, recommendations, etc. 

 Send Debby photos of signs (good and bad). 

 Consider what D3 sign shop could help with. 

 Attend a team site visit to Carr Canyon (Debby will set a date). 

 Review the draft plan one more time after Debby updates plan. 
Jim 

 Find out who can pay for organization site signs. 

 Work with Walt to improve signs at Mt. Bigelow gate for visitors who park for snow play (No Parking, 
Violators will be towed, etc.). 

Debby 

 Add to future construction contract specs that road signs must be retroreflective. 

 Update the sign plan per discussions at meeting (above and notes on plan) and add guidance for future 
developed recreation signs (retroreflective guide signs plus routed signs inside recreation sites). 

 Meet with LEOs and Duane to discuss hazard signs, including border signs, danger signs (Sabino Canyon), and 
signs in burned areas once the environment is stable.  Also discuss how to sign for shooting areas and 
shooting restrictions (environmental ethics, glass/debris, safety, etc.). 

 Talk with John and Chris about 5 trail partner signs, removing 2 information boards and putting 1 sign up 
(travel management information boards). 

 Talk to Carlos about edge protection for signs. 

 Contact Rangers and Kendall to discuss what D3 sign shop (Beans) could work on. 

 Visit Organization Ridge Road and determine recommendations for guide and camp signs. 

 Send out a Doodle poll for a site visit to Carr Canyon in fall. 
Walt 

 Find the 1 page information sheet on Travel Management. 

 Develop recommendations for Travel Management signs, selecting guidelines from EM-7100 most important 
for the CNF (signs for ML 2 roads vs ML 3-5 roads, bulletin boards, etc.).  These recommendations will be 
included in the CNF sign plan. 

 Work with Joel on Health & Safety signs. 

 Resolve issues with Sabino Canyon address (5700 at SARA vs VC). 
Mark 

 Get photos of the stenciled bighorn sheep signs in Catalina State Park. 


