
Cibola National Forest Mountain Districts Forest Plan Revision 

Preliminary Draft Land and Resource Management Plan 171 

Appendix C: Plan Revision Core Themes 
These themes guide and summarize our work, and help to provide additional strategic focus while 
reminding us that through shared stewardship we gain immense benefits from the Cibola National Forest 
well beyond our own individual values and interests.  

Respecting Cultural and Traditional Landscapes and Uses 
The land is a life-sustaining resource that shapes who we are, helps form individual and community 
relationships, and strengthens ancestral connections. The Cibola has a rich history of people connected to 
this ancient landscape. We recognize that American Indians, land grant heirs, historic communities and 
residents of contemporary communities are here because of the land and the value they place on it. Our 
Forest management will serve the needs of present and future generations by acknowledging and 
honoring the different forest-based cultures, traditions, values, and economic benefits.  

Valuing Unique Places and Features 
Our sky islands contain a multitude of hidden gems waiting to be explored off the beaten path—
spectacular geologic features, scenic vistas, landscape contrasts and stark transitions. These features give 
sense of place, promoting harmony between humans and nature. These features contribute to society 
through provision of nature-based education opportunities, spiritual renewal, artistic inspiration, 
employment and economic development, and outdoor play and exercise. These services are critical for the 
cultural and physical health of our society. It is where people come to “get away from it all” and 
experience solitude in four congressionally-designated wilderness areas, and is also a special gathering 
place for extended families and groups. 

Managing Holistically for Watershed and Ecosystem Health 
The Cibola National Forest plan revision has a responsibility to reduce the potential for uncharacteristic 
wildfire and the effects of climate change, as well as consider the regenerative capacity of the land and 
restoration economies. The “restoration economy” refers to the employment, capital, resources, and 
economic activity that emerge from investments in ecological restoration. Restoration projects can 
include restoring functional physical landscape processes, growing and planting native plants, supporting 
springs and pollinators, enhancing habitat, and improving water quality. While investments in restoration 
benefit the environment, restoration projects also require workers, materials, and services to implement. 
The marketplace for these goods and services can create employment, spur business and workforce 
development, and increase activity in local economies. Through holistic management this Plan will 
provide a framework for supporting restoration economies, multiple uses, and benefits for this generation 
and for generations to come.  

Managing for Sustainable Recreation 
The Cibola National Plan has a responsibility to provide a recreation program that is resilient and relevant 
for current and future generations, fosters social and economic opportunities, and sustains the health, 
diversity, and productivity of the land. This is achieved by collaborating with local communities and 
partners, and recognizing their contributions and connections to the land, as well as the role they share 
with us as stewards of the land. The recreation program should be integrated into all resource 
management decisions and support the Forest’s management priorities. 
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