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Buffalo Gap National Grasslands Moving to   
Stage 1 Fire Restrictions on July 19, 2016 

 
Wall, SD -   Recent hot and dry weather conditions across central and western South 
Dakota have created favorable conditions for wildfires.  Due to these climatic conditions 
and the large fire activity in the region, the Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands are 
implementing Stage 1 Fire Restrictions for the Buffalo Gap National Grassland.  The Fort 
Pierre National Grassland and the Buffalo Gap National Grassland now have similar fire 
restrictions.  The Buffalo Gap National Grassland and the Fort Pierre National Grassland 
stretch from southwest to central South Dakota.   
 
Under Stage 1 Fire Restrictions, visitors may only have campfires in developed 
campgrounds or improved sites.  Outdoor cooking is restricted to grills, stoves and 
lanterns using gas, jellied petroleum, and pressurized liquid fuel with a ¼” spark arrester 
type screen.  Smoking is not allowed on the grassland unless it is done while in a vehicle 
or building, a developed recreation site, or in an area at least three feet in diameter that is 
cleared of flammable vegetation.  Welding and operating acetylene or other torches are 
prohibited except in cleared areas of at least 10 feet in diameter and in the possession of a 
chemical pressurized fire extinguisher.  Lastly, all motorized travel is restricted to 
designated forest system roads that are clearing marked for travel.   
 
“The current drought in the area coupled with the increased fire activity in South Dakota 
and the region, necessitates the implementation of these fire restrictions.  Large fires in 
the area have drawn down our firefighting resources.  Through the implementation of 
Stage 1 Fire Restrictions the public can play a huge part in helping us reduce the risk of 
unwanted wildfires,” states Kurt Pindel, Acting Forest and Grassland Supervisor for the 
Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands.   
 
These fire restrictions are set in place for public and resource safety.  For further 
information, please contact the supervisor’s office in Chadron, NE (605) 279-2125. 
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and 
institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 



discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity 
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, 
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, 
or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).  Remedies and 
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large 
print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through 
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. To file a program discrimination complaint, 
complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a 
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the 
form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov .  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
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