
BLUE TOP FIRE INFORMATION 541-822-3381 or bluetopfire2016@gmail.com 
 

  

Willamette National Forest 

Neil Miller 
Hans Schmidt (trainee) 
Incident Commander 

Type 3 Interagency IMT 

Fire Update – 08/05/2016 12:00 p.m. PT 

Closure Order: The McKenzie River Trail between Trail Bridge 
Campground and Carmen Reservoir is closed and there is no access 
to the Blue Pool area.  The fire, smoke, falling trees and loosened 
rocks pose a high safety risk. Additional law enforcement officers 
are patrolling the fire area into the near future to ensure public and 
firefighter safety.  http://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/willamette/alerts-notices. 
 
UPDATE 
Established fire lines held the perimeter, as low creeping fire burned to the 
handline at the southwest side.  Firefighters were able to walk the fire 
perimeter and produce improved mapping that shows the fire is at 58 
acres, including spot fire areas. Fire managers are optimistic that fire lines 
will continue to hold.  There were no spot fires yesterday. 
 
Mop up operations will continue today, and chipping along roadsides will 
reduce fuels. Resource specialists will begin to evaluate the fire area for 
rehabilitation strategies. 
 
Firefighters continue to use Hwy 126 for access to the fire. Since Hwy 20 
is closed for bridge repair, there is increased public traffic on the highway.  
Please drive slowly and pay attention to fire vehicles entering the roadway 
from the forest. Oregon State Police have increased patrols to help ensure 
public safety. 
 
The McKenzie River is valuable as a source of drinking water for the 
Eugene and Springfield metro areas, as a recreation site, and as habitat 
for sensitive species. Protecting the river is a priority and measures are 
being taken to prevent contamination and protect sensitive fish species.  
 
Safety concerns remain in the McKenzie River area and the six-mile 
section of the McKenzie River Trail near the fire continues to be closed.  
 
District Ranger Terry Baker said, “With the weekend coming up, I’d like to 
encourage the visiting public to enjoy the other sections of the trail that are 
open, plus the many other recreation sites nearby in the forest. Sahalie 
and Koosah Falls are very close to the trail, and King Castle Trail, O’Leary 
Trail, and Olallie Trail are great options for hikes. Clear Lake, Blue River 
and Cougar Reservoir are beautiful areas for swimming.”  
 
Detailed information regarding the fire is available on Inciweb: 
http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4919/. 
 

Quick Facts 
Blue Top Fire Summary 

Location: 
 12 miles 

Northeast of 
McKenzie Bridge 

Approximate 
Size: 

58 acres 

Fire 
Containment: 59% 

Start Date: July 27, 2016 

Cause: Under 
Investigation 

Incident 
Commander: 

Neil Miller,  
Hans Schmidt (t),  

Type 3 Team 

Resources 
on the 
Fire: 

(3) Type 2 
Handcrews 
3 Engines 
1 Dozer 

3 Water tenders 
Type 3 Helicopter 

Total 
Personnel: 

121 

Jurisdiction: USFS 
 

 
 

This Fire Update was produced by the Blue Top Fire Information Center staffed by Southern Cascades Type 3 Incident Management Team. 

FOR ADDITIONAL AND UPDATED LOCAL FIRE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT: 
Willamette NF: www.fs.usda.gov/willamette   

Twitter at www.twitter.com/WillametteNF  
Facebook at U.S. Forest Service - Willamette National Forest 

Inciweb: http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4919/ 
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