
   

Storrie Fire Restoration Project                                  

Plumas National Forest - Mt. Hough RD  

Plumas Unified School District/Lassen & Plumas National Forests  
Storrie Fire Restoration Agreement:  

Inspiring stewardship through collaboration, education, and restoration 
Deer Forage Shrub Leaf Collection Research 

Youth citizen scientist! Students from Plumas Unified School District took part in a Storrie Fire wildlife research project 

in October, 2011. The classes from Chester and Greenville Elementary School (5th/6th grades) helped Lassen NF 

Wildlife Biologists collect shrub leaves to determine protein, fat, and iron content for foraging deer. Students collected 

30 grams of targeted shrubs: Manzanita, Whitethorn, and Chinquapin. The samples 

were then sent to a lab for drying and testing. The new shrub growth collected by stu-

dents reveals slightly higher protein and iron but less fat from the first year’s results. 

But collection of several more years of data is needed to understand water and soil 

nutrient availability or if age of shrubs changes the content of protein, fat, and iron. 

And which do deer prefer? Projects are carefully planned for ecological/fire restora-

tion, age- and grade-appropriateness, and tie to the California State Curriculum and 

Content Standards. Collaboration provides the opportunity for the Lassen and Plumas 

National Forests to restore the area and for PUSD to educate students with a hands-
on, place-based approach to learning. 

Connection to 
Storrie Settlement: 
Students help restore 
natural resources and 
landscape 
Funding: 
Storrie Fire Settlement: 
approx. $250,000 for 
multi-year partnership 
agreement (all projects) 
Next Steps:  
 Expand opportuni-

ties to additional 
classes 

 Continue curriculum 
development 

 Website develop-
ment 

 Scientific nature 
journaling 

 Quests 
 Community partner-

ships 
 Additional student 

employment 

Students collecting shrub leaves for re-
search project  

The “weight” is in! 30 grams of leaves 
with Lassen NF Wildlife Biologist 

Objectives: 
 Provide students with marketable 

natural resource skills. 
 Student participation in design of 

recreation features and products. 
 Provide opportunities for integra-

tion of curriculum. 

 Teacher/student learning about 
natural resource topics. 

 Build new relationships and en-
hance partnerships already in 
place. 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 

and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 

or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 

require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-

2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 

20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Publication 12-07, October 2011 

For more information on the Storrie Fire Restoration Projects, visit: 

www.fs.usda.gov/plumas, then scroll to  “Features,” and “Storrie Fire Restoration 
Project.”  

For more information on this project, contact:         Coye Burnett (530) 258-5197, 
cburnett@fs.fed.us; Michele Jimenez-Holtz (530) 283-7643, mjimenezholtz@fs.fed.us; or 
Rob Wade (530) 283-6500 x257, rwade@pcoe.k12.ca.us 

Students get briefed by Lassen NF Wildlife Biolo-
gist about research project & Storrie Fire 

1 year post-treatment data is result of student collection 

Student collecting shrub leaves 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/plumas�
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