USDA

United States Forest Lole National Forest Bitterroot National Forest
Department of Service 24 Fort bissoula Road 1801 Morth 1*

‘ Agricuiture Missoula, MT 59804 Hamilton, MT 59849

File Code: 1920

Date: A1l © 2 2015

Dear Interested Party,

This letter documents the decision to make administrative changes to the 1986 Lolo National
Forest Plan and 1987 Bitterroot National Forest Flan Monitoring Programs to comply with the
2012 Planning Rule ar 36 CFR 219.12. To conform to the Rule, monitoring items found in both
Forest Plans have been reviewed and changed to address information that is cnitical for informed
management of resources in the plan areas and within the financial and technical capabilities of
the two Forests. The updated Forest Plan Monitoring Programs are posted on the following
Forest websites {see Forest Plan Monitoring Program Transition, August 2016}

Lolo National Forest

bt Hwww fs.usda goviland/lolo/landmanagement/planning

Bitterroat National Forest

b Awww Fusda pov/main/bitterroot/andmanasement/olanning

These administrative changes are not subject 10 the objections process {36 CFR 219.50) and are
effective immediately.

Public comment has been considered in adopting these adméﬁistréiti_vc changes as required by 36
CFR 219.13(c) (1), A draft document entitled Forest Plan Monitoring ltem Transition, May
2076 reflecting potential changes to both the Lolo and Bitterroot National Forest’s monitoring
programs was released for a 30-day public comment period on May 11, 2016, Four comments
were received on the Lolo monitoring program. One public comment was received on the
Bitterroot monitoring program. These comments have been considered and where appropriate,
changes have been made to each Forest’s final plan monitoring program (see enclosure),

As part of this administrative change, bull trout will be designated as a Focal Species on both the
Lolo and Bitterroot National Forests.  In addition, the Lolo National Forest will continue {o
monitor pileated woodpecker, goshawk, ek, threatened and endangered species including grizzly
bear and Canada lynx, and invertebrates.  The Bitterroot National Forest will continue to
monitor pileated woodpecker, pine marten, cuithroat trout, and elk.

Biennial (every Z-year) monitoring evaluation reports will be used 1o help determine if and when
additional changes are needed (36 CFR 219.12(d) (2}). The first biennial monitoring evaluation
is expected to be prepared in 2018, This evaluation will indicate whether or not a change to the
plan, management activities, or moniioring program is warranted.
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These adjustments should not be interpreted as a change to other parts of the existing plans.

Both the Lolo (1986) and Bitterroot (1987) Forest Plans will remain in effect until revised. The
[.olo and Bitterroot National Forests are proposing (o revise their forest plans simultancously
given that the two forests share a common boundary and can use a joint team of spectalists to
complete both plans at the same time. Revision is expected ic begin in the near future, depending
on the availability of funding. Monitoring programs for both Forests will be reviewed again as
part of plan revision.

Questions on this administrative change may be directed to the following individuals:

1.olo Mational Forest

Chris Partvka, cpartvka@/s fed us, or phone (4063 826-4355

Bitterroot MNational Forest

Amy Fox, ainyvios @is fed.us, or phone (406) 363-7120

We thank the public for their involvement in developing and reviewing these changes to our
monitoring programs.

.,

Sincerely, o
i . ;*“‘” ~

TIMOTHY GARCIA
Lolo Forest-Supervisor
2

Bitteryoot Forest Supervisor

Enclosure (1)
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