
 

Plan Components 

Plan components are the parts of a land management plan that guide future project and activity decisionmaking. Plan components include 
desired conditions, objectives, standards, guidelines, and suitability of lands. 

 

Guidelines (GDL) – constraints on project and activity decision-making that allows for the departure from its terms, so long as the purpose 
of the guideline is met. Examples: 

• To maintain and protect the scenic qualities of the CDNST, management activities should be consistent with the scenic integrity 
objective of high to very high. 
 

• Encourage the use of nondestructive berry harvesting methods to protect red-berry plants.  

 

Suitability – Specific lands within a plan area will be identified as suitable for various multiple uses or activities based on the desired 
conditions applicable to those lands.  The plan will also identify land within the Forest as not suitable for uses that are not compatible with 
desired conditions for those lands. The suitability of lands need not be identified for every use or activity. 

Identifying suitability of lands for a use in the forest plan indicates that the use may be appropriate, but does not make a specific commitment to 
authorize that use. Final suitability determination for specific authorizations occur at the project or activity level decision making process. 
Generally, the lands on the Forest are suitable for all uses and management activities appropriate for national forests, such as outdoor 
recreation, range, or timber, unless identified as not suitable. 
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