
Overview 
The Northern Rocky Mountain ecosystem 

is a fire-driven ecosystem. Fire plays 

innumerable ecological functions, 

including species structure and 

composition, carbon and nutrient 

recycling, snag and tree cavity creation, 

and stimulating seeding and sprouting of 

vegetation. Management of wildfires and 

fuels, given the variety of resource 

objectives on the landscape, is at the core 

of maintaining ecosystem sustainability. 

What’s Changed  
Since 1986? 
• Changes to vegetation composition and 

structure have occurred due to 

interrelated factors such as climate, fire 

suppression, and insect activity. 

• Area burned by wildfire has diminished 

relative to the historical condition in 

many landscapes. 

• Changes in natural fire regimes have 

occurred. For example, fires in many dry 

forests have shifted from low/moderate 

severity and high frequency to 

moderate/high severity with increases in 

large-scale stand-replacing fires 

• More fires are burning for extended 

periods of time. 

• The wildland urban interface has 

expanded and increased the complexity 

of managing fire. 

What Needs to Change in 
the Forest Plan? 
• Use best available science and current 

policy to provide guidance for the 

management of wildfires and the use of 

prescribed fire in both wilderness and non-

wilderness areas. 

• Integrate concepts of the role of natural fire 

and the use of prescribed fire into plan 

components that achieve multiple resource 

objectives. 

• Include plan components that discuss 

appropriate considerations of fire 

management responses and strategies, and 

be based on an understanding of the role 

that fire plays in ecosystem sustainability as 

informed by the natural range of variation 

and expected future conditions. 

• Provide clarity as to how the wildland urban 

interface as defined in the Healthy Forest 

Restoration Act is applied, and take this 

factor into consideration as appropriate 

when developing plan components. 
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