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Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First St., N.E., Room 1A
Washington, DC 20426

Dear Ms. Bose:

Subject: Forest Service Comments on the revised Crossing of the Appalachian National
Scenic Trail (Route Modification FS71)
OEP/DG2E/GAS3

Mountain Valley Pipeline Project
Docket No. CP16-10

On September 17, 2015, the Forest Service filed comments with FERC regarding the crossing of
the Appalachian National Scenic Trail (ANST, Forest Service Trail #1) for the Mountain Valley
Pipeline Project (M VP Project) as proposed by Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC (MVP). The
letter documented concerns about the distance between the bore pits and the ANST and
recommended further consultation with all three partners in the Cooperative Management
System for the ANST (i.e., Forest Service, National Park Service, and Appalachian Trail
Conservancy).

During a site visit held on April 28, 2016, and attended by MVP, Forest Service, Appalachian
Trail Conservancy, and members of the Roanoke Appalachian Trail Club; Forest Service staff
assessed the proposal through ground-truthing and site-specific evaluations. Forest Service staff
determined that the proposal for the crossing of the ANST was inadequate for reasons specified
in our letter to you dated May 13, 2016.

In response to the Forest Service’s May 13 letter, MVP proposed a minor route adjustment for
the ANST crossing to the Forest Service on June 16, 2016, noted by MVP as Modification FS71
and filed with FERC on June 24, 2016. MVP presented a computer generated model of the area
that would be visible from the ANST footpath at the crossing, with the proposed bore entry/exit
locations for a conventional bore being outside of that visible area. Furthermore, the orientation
of the proposed pipeline with the minor route adjustment would be perpendicular rather than a
diagonal crossing, as recommended by the Forest Service.

On July 22, 2016, representatives from the Forest Service, the Appalachian Trail Conservancy,
the Roanoke Appalachian Trail Club, and FERC (Cardno) visited the proposed pipeline crossing
location. The Forest Service staff was satisfied that this proposed route, as flagged, is sufficient
on the south side of the ANST footpath (the Virginia side) to meet the High Scenic Integrity
Objective (SIO). Intervening vegetation and topography screen views from the footpath at the
proposed crossing as well as from approaches on either side.
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Due to the field review occurring in the middle of the summer growing season and the fact that
the north side of the ANST footpath (the West Virginia side) is characterized by a mix of open
and forested areas, the determination was not completely conclusive whether the route would
meet the High SIO. During this review, the flagged location for the proposed bore exit point was
not visible from the footpath at the crossing of the ANST due to intervening vegetation and the
location of the exit bore being below a long rock ledge. The ability to determine whether or not
this north bore location would be visible from the approaches to the crossing could not be
determined with certainty during leaf-on conditions. The herbaceous groundcover between the
ANST footpath approaches and the proposed bore location ranged from two to nearly five feet in
height. The concern is that the proposed bore exit point and the corridor immediately below it,
with parallel edges of trees, might be visible from one or both approaches of the ANST due to
the mosaic of open landscape character and patches of trees.

A review during leaf-off is required in order to determine with relative certainty that the route
modification will meet the High SIO. Furthermore, as a reminder, the Forest Service
recommended adding Angel’s Rest on the ANST as a key observation point.

Sincerely,

JOBY P. TIMM
Forest Supervisor

cc: Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC



