
Medicine Bow-Routt Resource Advisory Committee Meeting 
 

May 27, 2016 
USFS Parks Ranger District 

100 Main Street 
Walden, CO  80480 

 
Chairman Jerry Paxton called meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.   

Welcome / Introductions 
  

Attending in person:  Jerry Paxton (Carbon County); John Rich (Jackson County); Arla Strasser 
(Carbon County); Jerry Schmidt (Albany County); Linda Flemming (Carbon County); Sonja Macys (Routt 
County); Carolyn Upton (USFS); Win Dermody (Routt County); Jim Ficke (Routt County); Aaron Voos 
(USFS); Tahna Naylor (USFS); Brian Lamont (UWyo); Hal Pearce (USFS, Blanco RD); and Joe Parsons (SER 
Conservation District) 

Attending via teleconference: Doug Monger (Routt County); and Jack Berger (Carbon County) 
 
The meeting was held at the Parks Ranger District Office in Walden, Colorado. 
Carolyn thanked everyone and welcomed them. 

 
Public Forum Discussion (public addressing the RAC) 
 No public present. 

Brian Lamont from UW presented information on Influence of Beetle Kill on Elk and Hunter 
Resource Selection and Interactions.  He reported that the 2012 forest classification 
layer is completed.  Project completion is scheduled for Fall of 2017. 

Hal Pearce from Rio Blanco thanked the committee for money for past projects.  Predominantly 
road projects in the past.  The County has been picking up all expenses over the 50/50 
portion of the grants.  Hal gave details about the road work and the weed project. 

Joe Parsons from SER Conservation District discussed past projects.  Because of past project 
repairs on diversions on Encampment River, others requested the same treatment done 
to other diversions.  The projects are on private land but affect the public lands 
upstream.  There is a high public use of the area. 

Win Dermody discussed Buffalo Pass Road Improvement status. 
 
Discussion of new projects (county sessions are working groups, public participation) 

- County groups broke out to discuss projects. 
- The RAC as a whole voted on the following:  

o Albany County:  $26,902 available $29,500 requested 
 Lake Owen Dock – $17,000 recommended. 
 Collins Creek Restoration – $9,900 recommended. 

 
o Carbon County: $56,102 available, $80,000 requested 

 Hog Park Dock – $3,500 recommended  
 SERCD Encampment River Diversion – $40,000 recommended 
 Sierra Madre Beetle Kill/Elk – $12,602 recommended, $1,158 from Jackson 

Co 



 E Fork Encampment River Trail #472:  Project withdrawn. Project manager 
Dave Gloss decided they would not need additional funds. 
 

o Jackson County:  $32,258 available, $31,100 requested 
 Native Forb Collection – $4,500 recommended 
 Forest Road 609 Improvements – $6,600 recommended  
 Willow Creek Culvert – $20,000 recommended 
 Remaining $1,158 recommended to Carbon County’s Sierra Madre Beetle 

Kill/Elk project   
 

o Rio Blanco County:  $45,003 available, $44,686 requested 
 County Rd 10/S Fork Campground – $42,186 recommended 
 S Fork Weed Treatment – $2,817 recommended 

 
o Routt Co:  $29,263 available, $29,200 requested 

 Buffalo Pass Rd Improvements – $29,263 recommended   
 

o Motion was made to accept all of the above projects by Sonja, Win seconded.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

 
Status of past projects 
 
Aaron addressed the committee 

Do not anticipate funding until after the elections.  May see new funding next calendar year.   
Changing focus now to establishing a new committee.  Aaron read though list of people who 

have applied to be new committee members.  Jim Ficke will represent us from Routt County and Ron 
Iverson will be representing us from Carbon County.  Aaron would like to have a committee in place by 
the time the funding is received after the Act has be renewed.  

 
Carolyn verbally accepted the project recommendations.  She is pleased to hear the good things 

from the committee.  Good the see the bigger picture and the connectivity and how it is valued.  She 
stated that words matter and we must be constantly aware of that. 

 
Jerry adjourned the meeting at 12:01 p.m. 
 
 


