GEORGE WASHINGTON NATIONAL FOREST
Revised Land and Resource Management Plan
Administrative Change
2012 Planning Rule Monitoring Program Transition
September 2016

This Administrative Change - 2012 Planning Rule Monitoring Program Transition - to the 2014
Revised Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan) for the George Washington
National Forest (GWNF), brings the plan monitoring program into conformance with the
requirements of the 2012 Planning Rule. As defined by 36 CFR 219.13(c) in the 2012 Planning
Rule, an administrative change is defined as “... any change to a plan that is not a plan
amendment or revision. Administrative changes include corrections of clerical errors to any part
of the plan, conformance of the plan to new statutory or regulatory requirements, or other
content in the plan (36 CFR 219.7(f))."

Administrative Change
The administrative changes to the GWNF Forest Plan monitoring program are as follows:

Evaluation Reports

Monitoring Evaluation Reports will be produced on a biennial schedule. It is anticipated
that the next Monitoring Evaluation Report will be available by October 2017.

Climate Change

In meeting the requirement to monitor “measurable changes on the plan area related to climate
change and other stressors that may be affecting the plan area” (36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)(vi)), the
following monitoring questions and indicators are added to the GWNF’s Monitoring Program:

Monitoring Question 27 — How has climate variability changed and how is it projected to
change across the region?

Monitoring Question 28 — How is climate variability and change influencing the
ecological, social, and economic conditions and contributions provided by plan areas in
the region?

Monitoring Question 29 — What effects do national forests in the region have on a
changing climate?

Indicators and Procedures for these three Monitoring Questions:
These three monitoring questions will be addressed and evaluated through the
Region 8 Broader-Scale Monitoring Strategy, which the Forest will incorporate
into the Forest Evaluation Reports. To see the indicators and procedures that will
be used at the broader-scale for these monitoring questions, see the Region 8's
Broader-Scale Monitoring Strategy at
www.fs.usda.qgovimain/r8/landmanagement/planning.

In addition to adding Monitoring Questions 27, 28, and 29, existing Monitoring Questions from
the Monitoring Program in the GWNF Forest Plan also provide monitoring information to



evaluate “other stressors that may be affecting the plan area.” These include Monitoring
Questions 1, 3,4, 7, 11, 13, 23 and 25.

Social, Cultural and Economic Sustainability

In meeting the requirement to monitor plan contributions to the social, cultural, and economic
sustainability of communities, which is a part of monitoring the progress toward meeting the
desired conditions and objectives, including providing multiple use opportunities (see 36 CFR
219.12(a)(5)(vii)), the following monitoring question and indicators are added in to the GWNF’s
Monitoring Program:

Monitoring Question 26 — What changes are occurring in the social, cultural, and
economic conditions in the areas influenced by national forests in the region?

Indicators and Procedures:
This monitoring question will be addressed and evaluated through the Region 8
Broader-Scale Monitoring Strategy, which the Forest will incorporate into the
Forest Evaluation Reports. To see the indicators and procedures that will be
used at the broader-scale for this monitoring question, see the Region 8's
Broader-Scale Monitoring Strategy at
www.fs.usda.gov/imain/r8/landmanagement/planning.

In addition to adding Monitoring Question 26, existing Monitoring Questions from the Monitoring
Program in the GWNF Forest Plan also provide information to evaluate social, cultural, and
economic sustainability. The premise is that by producing or contributing to the ecosystem
services that provide benefits to people and communities, social, cultural, and economic
sustainability is enhanced. The following Monitoring Questions provide information needed to
evaluate ecosystem service benefits that are relevant to plan implementation: Monitoring
Questions 6, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 24.

Focal Species

Another requirement is that the plan monitoring program must include monitoring questions and
indicators on the status of a select set of focal species to access ecological conditions (36 CFR
219.12(a)(5)(iii)). A “focal species” is defined as a “species whose status permits inference to
the integrity of the larger ecological system to which it belongs and provides meaningful
information regarding the effectiveness of the plan in maintaining or restoring the ecological
conditions to maintain the diversity of plan and animal communities in the plan area” (36 CFR
219.19).

The following table shows the species that is identified as “focal species” for this plan’s
monitoring program, along with ecological system/ecological conditions that each focal species
serves as an indicator of:

Focal Species Ecological System/Conditions
Wild Brook Trout Riparian ecosystems, water
quality, aquatic species health,
water temperature, climate

change effects




This species is already being monitored in the existing monitoring program and it will continue to
be monitored according to the protocols already established. However, the evaluation of the
information gathered from the monitoring of this species will now be used within the context of
evaluating the integrity of the ecological system the species is a part of, along with the
effectiveness of the plan in maintaining or restoring those ecological conditions.

The following is a list of the existing species related monitoring questions that also provide
information related to brook trout: Monitoring Questions 6, 13, and 25.

Forest Plan Appendix H: Monitoring Tasks

During review of the GWNF Monitoring Plan for this Administrative Plan, several errors were
found in the table in Appendix H. Specifically the wrong Monitoring Questions were referenced
in the first column of the table. This Administrative Change includes adding the new Monitoring
Questions and the corrections to Appendix H of the GWNF Forest Plan, as attached.

Approval and Effective Date

This Administrative Change becomes effective upon signature below, and being posted online
at the Forest’s website. Administrative changes are not subject to the objection process (36
CFR 219.50). This Administrative Change will remain in effect until the 2014 Revised Forest
Plan for the George Washington National Forest is revised.
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GEORGE WASHINGTON NATIONAL FOREST APPENDIX H MONITORING TASKS - REVISED ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGE

APPENDIX H: MONITORING TASKS

The monitoring questions identified in Chapter 5 are summarized as follows:

1.

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

How are ecological conditions maintaining or making progress toward the LMP desired conditions and
objectives?

What are the current condition and trend of key characteristics for vegetation identified in the desired
conditions (DC) for the plan area?

How are management actions maintaining or making progress toward DC for the key characteristics of
vegetation in the plan area?

How are ecological conditions for selected T&E species, sensitive, or locally rare maintaining or making
progress toward the LMP desired conditions and objectives?

How are management actions for the recovery of T&E species, conservation of sensitive, and
management of locally rare achieving LMP objectives?

How are changes in Management Indicator Species and the relationship to their habitats reflecting the
effectiveness of management activities in achieving desired conditions and objectives?

What are the status and trends of areas infested by aquatic and terrestrial invasive species on the unit's
plan area relative to the desired condition?

How effective were our management activities including partnerships in preventing or controlling targeted
invasive species (some of which may be Species of Interest)?

What is the distribution and trend in Fire Regime Condition Class on the National Forest/Grassland?
How effective are management actions in moving the National Forest/Grassland toward FRCC 17

What are the status and trends of outbreaks of native insects and pathogens on the National
Forest/Grassland?

What are the trends in areas at risk to future outbreaks of native insects and pathogens on the National
Forest/Grassland?

What is the ecological condition and trend of watershed health, including the aquatic ecosystem
potential, for watersheds identified in the desired condition and/ or objectives of the plan area?

How effective are management actions in moving the National Forest/Grassland toward improving
watershed health?

. Are management systems implemented in a manner to assure they do not substantially and permanently

impair the productivity of the land?

What is the status and trend of settings and opportunities provided by the NFS unit compared to Desired
Conditions stated in the LMP?

How are management actions maintaining or improving Desired Conditions for settings and opportunities
provided by the NFS unit, including contributions to sustaining social systems within the unit's LMP
analysis area?

How do people involved in the adaptive planning process interpret settings and opportunities provided by
the NFS unit compared with Desired Conditions? Do they think there is a need for change?

What are the status and trends of goods and services provided from the unit with regards to progress
towards desired conditions?

How do these goods and services contribute to key opportunities for sustaining economic systems
relevant to the plan area?

How many miles of the designated roads and trails are maintained to standard?

REVISED LAND AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN
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APPENDIX H MONITORING TASKS - REVISED ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGE

GEORGE WASHINGTON NATIONAL FOREST

22.

23.

24,
25.
26.

27.
28.

29.

Where is unauthorized use occurring on or off the road and trail system?

Are the impacts from the road and trail system on soils, water quality, wildlife, and other natural and
cultural resources sustainable and within acceptable tolerance?

Is the road and trail system serving its intended purposes and addressing recreational demands?

What is the impact of climate change on the planning area?

What changes are occurring in the social, cultural, and economic conditions in the areas influenced by
national forests in the region?

How has climate variability changed and how is it projected to change across the region?

How is climate variability and change influencing the ecological, social, and economic conditions and
contributions provided by plan areas in the region?

What effects do national forests in the region have on a changing climate?

The monitoring summary table follows.

REVISED LAND AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN
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Monitoring Task Reporting Precision/
Questions | Element # Method of Collection Frequency | Reliability
Map and update changes in forest successional
conditions and area impacted by insect and disease
through routine annual inventories. Infer snag and
downed wood by the acres of late-successional stage Forest
4 &5 Abundance of snags and downed wood 9 forests and mortality due to insects and disease Annual Moderate Silviculturist
Water quality sampling, emphasis on nitrogen, sulfur,
and mercury compounds. Aquatic macroinvertebrate
sampling (EPA's Rapid Bioassessment Protocol Il
(EPA 1983) with modifications by Smith & Voshell
(1997)). Systematic stream fish community
Conditions and trends in the overall inventories, stream stability, streambed structure
health of streams including trends in and large woody debris as appropriate. Sample
water quality parameters and physical selected streams on a periodic basis and use fixed
13,14 & habitat conditions in relationship to sampling points - coordinate locations with other High to Forest Ecology
25 aquatic communities 10 | aquatic monitoring. Annual Moderate Group
Trends in presence and abundance of
wild trout in relation to acidification of Sample selected streams on a periodic basis for wild
13, 14 and | stream systems and the application of trout and pH in high elevation streams using As Forest Aquatic
25 mitigating measures. 11 | systematic stream fish community inventories. Available High Biologist
Complete assessment of watersheds at risk from Forest Ecology
13,14 & Trends in air pollution effects on forest acid deposition. Sample soil water and vegetation in As High to Group &
25 soil and vegetation. 12 high risk areas. Available Moderate Silviculturist
Summarize air quality monitoring data from sites on
13,14 & Trends in air pollutants (ozone, fine or near the Forest, especially acid deposition and High to Zone Air
25 particulates, and acid deposition). 13 | ozone. Annually Moderate Specialist
Fuel monitoring following Regional protocol. Acres of
Conditions and trends of forest fuels fuels treated through the use of wildland fire and
and acres of fuels treated through the mechanical treatment mapped into the GIS data Forest Fire
use of wildland fire and mechanical base reports generated through GIS/NRIS FSVeg Management
9&10 treatment 14 gueries. Annual Moderate Group
Map and update trends in insect and disease
What are the trends in insect and outbreaks and epidemics using routine inventory
7,8, 11, disease effects? [36 CFR 219(k)(5)(iv), methods as part of Forest Health Monitoring Forest Health
12 & 25 36 CFR 219.20(b)] 15 Program. Annual High Program
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Monitoring Task Reparting Precision/
Questions | Element # Method of Collection Frequency | Reliability
Standardized surveys for Golden-winged warblers
using transects and playback in high-elevation early
Presence/absence of golden-winged successional habitats. Habitat characterized at 5 Year Forest Ecology
4&5 warblers in suitable habitats. 54 occupied sites. Intervals High Group
Using standardized survey methods, determine
Presence/absence of cerulean warblers presence/absence of cerulean warbler in optimum 5 Year Forest Ecology
4&5 in suitable habitats. 55 habitats. If present, determine habitat relationships. Intervals High Group
Trends in harvest data for demand MIS
in relationship to habitat improvement
activities for those animals? [MIS - 36 Collect harvest data from Cooperating State Agency
CFR 219.19(a)(6)]. (See Table 56 in related to annual accomplishments for habitat 5 Year Forest
6 & 26 Chapter 5). 25 improvement tracked with standard tracking systems | Intervals High Biologist
Analysis of NVUM customer satisfaction data for Day
Use, Overnight General Forest Area, and Wilderness
16, 17, 24 | Results and trends in user satisfaction programs and local Customer Satisfaction survey 5 Year Low/ SO-Recreation
& 26 ratings [36 CFR 219.21(a)] 26 | tools. Intervals Moderate Staff
Analysis of road construction, reconstruction, and
Are semi-primitive recreation settings maintenance activities in relation to semi-primitive Forest
16,17 & and backcountry recreation (SPNM, SPM, & SP2) ROS settings through review of Recreation
26 opportunities maintained or increased? 27 | site-specific projects. Annual High Staff
Forest
20, 21, 23 | Are motorized and nonmotorized trails Analysis of INFRA Deferred Maintenance Report and Recreation
& 26 being maintained? 28 | reporting of per cent change in backlog. Annual High Staff
Forest
Recreation
22 Where is unauthorized use occurring? 29 | Analysis of law enforcement citations Annual Moderate Staff
Analyze trends in wilderness visitor use and compile
Is wilderness visitor use within limits summary report using GIS mapping (number and
that do not impair the values for which location of concentrated use areas) and use of visitor Forest
16, 17 & | the wilderness was established? [36 satisfaction results using NVUM and wilderness 5 Yezr Recreation
26 CFR 219.18(a)] 30 | trailhead registration data. Intervals Moderate Staff
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Monitoring Task Reporting Precision/
Questions | Element # Method of Collection Frequency | Reliability | Responsibility
Sample project activities related to BMPs for
effectiveness of BMPs and standards. 1) Visual Forest
inspection of implemented standards, 2) Measured Hydrologist
Are Standards (BMPs) Effective effects of standards, and/or 3) Aquatic biota Periodic or and Soil
14 minimizing non-point source pollution? 39 inventories. at random Moderate Scientist
Are forest products being produced Forest Timber
within predicted ranges? [36 CFR Management
19 & 20 219.27 (c)(2)] 40 Sales Tracking and Reporting System Annual High Staff
Are livestock management systems and
improvements adequately protecting Forest Soil
14 riparian areas and aquatic habitats? 41 | Pastures monitored annually for livestock damage. Annual High Scientist
Miles of National Forest System Roads (NFSR) exist
Are roads being maintained, compared to miles maintained to their objective
constructed or reconstructed to reduce maintenance level. Miles of road improved. Routine
sediment delivery to water bodies and condition surveys on 25-33% of roads per year. Miles
to provide a transportation system that of road decommissioned (classified and unclassified)
supplies safe and efficient access for with reasons for decommissioning. Miles of right-of-
forest users while protecting forest way settled and acres of National Forest land Forest
14 & 23 resources. [36 CFR 219.27 (a)(10)] 42 | accessed as a result. Annual Moderate Engineer
19,20 & Were special use authorizations Review of requests received and process time 5 Year Forest Lands
26 processed in a timely manner? 43 elapsed to decision. Intervals High Staff
Are National Forest System lands being Miles of boundary surveyed. Title claims and
managed to improve management encroachments resolved. Acres of lands acquired
18,19 & effectiveness and enhance public and reasons for acquisition. Lands conveyed and Forest Lands
26 benefits? 44 | reasons for conveyance. Annual High Staff
How do estimated and actual costs of
plan implementation compare? [36 CFR Review of projected forest plan costs compared to 5 Year Forest
18 & 26 219.12(k)3] 45 | actual costs and annual budgets. Intervals Moderate Planning Staff
Are lands being adequately restocked
within 5 years of regeneration Routine regeneration examinations following District
3&15 treatments? [36 CFR 219.27(c)(3)] 46 standard protocols. Annual High Silviculturists
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Monitoring Task Reporting Precision/

Questions | Element # Method of Collection Frequency | Reliability | Responsibility
including providing multiple use
opportunities. [36 CFR
219.12(a)(5)(vii)]
Identify measurable changes on the The Region 8 Broader-Scale Monitoring Strategy will
plan area related to climate change and address and evaluate these monitoring questions.

27,28 & other stressors that may be affecting The Forest will incorporate in the Forest Evaluation
29 the plan area. [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)(vi)] 55 Report. TBD TBD Region 8




