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Citations Issued for lllegal Off-Highway Vehicle Use on Medicine Bow National Forest

(LARAMIE, Wyo.) Oct. 27, 2016 — Multiple incidents of illegal Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) use on
the Medicine Bow National Forest have resulted in citations being issued by U.S Forest Service Law
Enforcement.

On Oct. 16, a Forest Service Law Enforcement Officer (LEO) worked cooperatively with the
Wyoming Game and Fish Department to locate a group of hunters who drove OHVs to the top of
Pennock Mountain to retrieve an elk. There are no legal roads in this area. All OHV operators were
issued citations.

The following week, on Oct. 23, another Forest Service LEO located an OHV operator who had
driven along the Belvidere Ditch in the west Sierra Madre Range. The ditch is in an area where there are
no legal roads. The operator was cited.

As a reminder, Forest Service regulations prohibit operating OHVs off designated routes. OHVs
may be used to retrieve game or camp, but only within 300 feet of a designated roadway. Operating
OHVs off designated routes impacts soils, vegetation, wildlife habitat and herd movement, and leads to
damage that can last for many years.

Operating OHVs off designated routes is a class B misdemeanor and can result in fines of up to
$5,000 and/or 6 months in jail. Additionally, all equipment used in the commission of this crime may be
seized.

To ensure that you stay on designated routes, physical copies of Motor Vehicle Use maps are
available for free at all Forest Service District Offices. These maps depict all legal routes, and routes not
shown on the map are unauthorized.

The Medicine Bow National Forest also has digital versions of these maps available. To use
these, download PDF Maps (Avenza Maps app) by Avenza onto your mobile device. Then visit
http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/mbr/mvum/maps and click “Open in” or “Download” to open them in PDF
Maps. These maps work without cell service and both PDF Maps and the maps themselves are free.

The public is encouraged to report off-road violations of any kind (OHVs and full-size vehicles) in
Wyoming by calling 1-877-943-3847.
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